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^ WHERE merit fo confpicuoufly fliiaes, 

tt felf-evidcnt truths fupply the place of flattery ; 

>a and every Irifhrnan muft join with me in grateful 

^ acknowledgment of your extraordinary and un- 

w wearied application, in furnifhiqg us with the 

o delightful review of the original hiftory, antiqui- 

^ ties> and literature of our country: thefe we 

i efteem no lefs, than we admire your extraor- 

<^ dinary flrill in the oriental languages, without 

which, fuch an enquiry could never have fac- 

ceededj and it muft be confeffed, that thefe 

a precious 
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precious memorials of our Nation, which yon 
have fo happily refcued, would eHe, more than 
probably, have funk into eternal oblivion. 

The extenfive patronage which is now afforded 
to genius, and the encouragement the fine arts 
have received from the Dublin Society, are alfo 
indebted in no fmall degree to your care and 
affiduityj and from the earneftnefs which you 
have^fhewn in forwarding the Statiftical Surveys 
of Ireland, I have taken the liberty of requeu- 
ing the fan&ion of your name to this the fecond 
volume of that work, as an introduction to the 
Public view. 

I am truly fenfible of this honor which you 
have fo kindly permitted, and I beg leave to add, 
Sir, that I am, with the mod profound refpeft, 

Your obliged, 
And moft obedient humble fervant, 

CHARLES COOTE, 

Dublin, 

Charkmont-jlreety 
May r, 1801* 
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1 HE riches and ftrength of a country arc 
conftituted in the number of its inhabitants em- 
ployed in ufefiil purfuits ; the mod important of 
which is the bufinefs of agriculture, as providing 
the means of exiftence to fodety. 

If the claim of pre-eminence fiball be founded 
in antiquity, this fcience has to boaft the moft 
ancient date, nor was it then deemed incom- 
patible with the learning of the fcholar, the 
piety of the divine, the fame of the conqueror, 
or the dignity of the fovereign. But, in the 
luxury and depravity of the times, this im- 
portant fcience was funk into difrepute, or be- 
neath the coniideration of any but the laborious 
or uninformed peafant $ happy it is for us, that 
a the 
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the firft and greatcft characters of this age hatre 
not thought it unworthy their moft ferious pur- 
fiiit; and the excellent treatifes on agriculture 
which the public have been favoured with, 
wherein its theory has been fo ably elucidated, 
are now reduced to practical and fuccefsful ex- 
periments, as the face of the country fo confpi- 
cuoufly demonftrates. 

To thefe great mfa wh6 have fet the example 
by their toprovemfents, are wfe indebted for 
teviviag a matter of fuch genbfal concern to 
mankind ; and, fece the Gebttenan and Farmer 
are now no longer mebngruous terate> the aecet 
fary appendages on agriculture, as botany, che- 
hwftry, and forideralog^, are become faflaonable 
ftudies, atod have ftperfeded the unprofitable 
levity which too ktely bore the # fway in our 
afoments .of pleafurfe, fo dero&atary to the wif- 
dean tod dignity of an 'enlightened nation. 

In this enqvmy, it is imf>oflit>le for an indK 
vidual to determine die efcaft fituation of the 
country ; hfe can ooly eftabfifh the ground-work, 
which it is very eafy for refident gentlemen to 
perfefi, by adding their remarks and opinions, 

which 



vfcfchr th$ DubUft 3%a|f*JF aft ycry eapqefl: to 
restive, Co th»t when all the gfttqriqls &aU bq 
collefte4> a g*n$ral snd accurate return ca$ \& 
puhUhed in the feoQud edition flf t&s vqfffe* 
^rfiieh will at one view, fliew tfcfc pittftitf: -fete «f 
the county, the miftakes ia the »o#s v£ O^cupSt 
tion, the beft means of redreffing them, and wiU 
alfo point out all thofe general fubjefts, and im- 
portant difcoveries, by which the great refouxces 
of the natioa (frail be drawn forthy and thefe 
concerns will afford far* employment, wealth, 
and prosperity. 

The reader will fee that ftyle Jias npt bepn 
ftiidied, but every matter is laid down in the 
following ftieets in the plained and fimpleft lan- 
guage, which may be an encouragement to every 
experimental farmer to add his ""remarks, as 
thefe muft be within the comprehenlion of every 
man that can read or underftand. In the new 
edition, whqn the materials are colle&ed, the 
tautology may be avoided which now necefla- 
rily occurs in the baronial enquiries, and the 
woj:k can then be put in better drefs, and digefted 

*fter ft* weft 3PF oved plan. 
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1 In the fubjoined detail of matter for enquiry, 
the general heads of the plan of this work are 
fixewn ; and* where the author has defe&ively 
kid them down,. he entreats his errors or omif- 
fions may be pointed out, which (hall be thank- 
fully received, and paid due attention to, in the 
re-publication. 

: It muft here be acknowledged, that the plan 
pf this work has been taken (at the fuggeftion 
pf the Dublin Society) from the Somerfetfhire 
Survey ; and it muft be remarked, that neither 
can the Dublin Society nor the Author be an- 
fwerable for the accuracy of thefe Reports, 
which have been only compiled from the opi- 
nions of the gentlemen of the county whom he 
confulted. 
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SUGGESTIONS OF ENQUIRY 

FOR GENTLEMEN WHO SHALL UNDERTAKE THE FORMING OF 

AGRICULTURAL SURVETS. 



GEOGRAPHICAL STATE AND CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Situation and Extent, 

DivHions, 

Climate, 

SoS and Surface, 

Minerals, 

Water. 



AGRICULTURE. 

Mode of culture, 

Extent of it, and of each fpecies of grain Cowed,, 

Courfe of crops, ufe of oxen— how harnefied, 

Markets for grain, 

Ufe of green food in winter. 



PASTURE. 

Nature of it, 

Breegd of cattle— how far improved, 

■ how far capable of farther improvement, 

Markets or Fairs for them, 

General 



xu 

General prices, 

Modes of feeding— how far houfed in winter, 

Natural graifes* 

Artificial grafies, 

Mode of hay-making, 

Dairies, their produce. 

Prices pf hides, tallow, wool, and quantity fold. 

FARMS. 
Their fize, 

Farm houfes and offices, 

Mode of repairing them, whether by landlord or tenant, 
Nature of tenures, 
General ftate of leafes, 
■ of particular claufes therein, 

Taxes or Cedes paid by tenants, 

Proportion of working horfes or bullocks, to the foe of farms* 
General fize of fields, or, enclofures, 
Nature of fences, 

Mode of hedge-rows, and keeping hedges, 
Mode of draining, 
Nature of manures. 

GENERAL SUBJECTS. 
Population, 
Number and fize of villages and towns, 

Habitation, fuel, food and cloathing o£ the lower sa*if:-rHtbcif 

general coir, 
Price of wages, labour and provifions, 

State of tithe, its general t»Qirat OP each article— what arti- 
cles are exempt, and what charged by modus, 
. Ufe of beer and fpirits — whether either or which is ifcmfiag, 
State of roads, bridges, &c, 

— - of fisheries, ' . i 

U. ' State 
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State of education* fchools, and charitable inftitutions, 
of abfentee and refident proprietors, 

— of circulation of money or paper, 

. of fanning or agricultural focieties, 

■ - of manufactures, whether increafing, 

— — of encouragement to them, and the peculiar aptnefs of 
the fituation of their extenfiop, 

— of mills for every kind, 

— of plantations and planting, 

■ of the effects of the encouragement heretofore given to 
them by the Society, particularifed in the lift annexed. 

■ of any improvements which may occur, for future en- 
couragement, and particularly for the prefervation of the 
trees, when planted. , 

■ — of nurferies within the county and extent .of fales. 
Price of timber andftate of it, in the county, 
Quantity of bog and walte ground, 
Poffibilityandtteans-ef improving it, 

Obflaclesto it and beft means of removing them, 

Habits of induftry, or want of induftry among the people, 

The ufe of the Englifh language, whether general, or how far 

increasing. 
Account of towers, caftles, monafteries, ancient buildings, or 

places remarkable for any hiftorical event, 
Churches— refident clergy, glebes and glebe houfes, 
Whether the county has been actually furveyed, when and 

whether the furvey is publifhed. 
Weights and meafures, liquid or dry — in what inftancesare 

weights afligned for meafures— or vice verfd. 
The weight or,meafure by which grain, flour, potatoes, butter, 

&c. are fold. 
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DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDER. 

Map of the County to face the Title. 
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A N T I QV I T I E S 

OF THE 

KING'S COUNTr. 

AS COLLECTED FROM SEVERAL AUTHORS. 



1 H I S county in the mod ancient hiftory of 
Ireland was a part of that territory denominated 
Hy Falgia, in which diftrift the counties of Eaft 
and Weft Meath, Dublin, and Kildare were 
alfo included. 

Hy Falgia is derived from Hy Bealgia, that is 
the country of the worfhippers of Beal*. 

Some years before the Chttftian sera, on the 
arrival of fcveral Caledonian colonics under the 
denomination of Ullagh, a number of the ancient 

vol. n. B Falgii 



•Beal was the fun, of the God of fire. 
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Falgij conduced by Eoghah Bhcalogh, or Eoghah 
Failloch, retired acrofs the Shannon, and eftab- 
Iifhed a colony at Croighw ; others with their 
chief retired fouthward into the diftrift of Coi- 
teigh, now the King's county. 

This county was alfo included with the Queen's 
county, Dublin, and Kildare, under the deno- 
mination of Hy Laipghis, the chief of which 
territory refided at Donamafe, a, particular def- 
cription of which is inferted in the ftatiftical view 
of the Queen's county. 

It, (or as fome fay but the fouthern part only) 
was afterwards included in the diftrift of Eile or 
Hy Leagh, comprehending alfo the weftern 
part of the Queen's county, and the northern 
part of the county of Tipperary, thence was di- 
vided into three principalities, each governed by 
its paternal chief. 

From whence was Eile ui Chearbhuil, which was 
fixate . w the favrth of thift county* afld wft of 
t^e §UaJ& Bladbw or Steivc P}oQ*n nuHmtajuwi 
and cQjjfeqwn,tly it ob&ined th$ name q£ E^c 
ui Chearbuil or the pkin $ftri4fc y&r &$ roek 
The chiefs of this diftrift were called Q'^ajrol*. 
uflder wlww was 3 fot^4ia?tte Qywft* timed 
O'Delany^ p^egdrng ov$r a diftri& in tfre (oxtfb* 
denQinfcate4 PaULe^tnw, w tfee di£ri& q{ fte 
Bat country- 

Thefe territories, wfcofe denonwnftt&w fees* 
fo barbarous to us, we find on looking jntQrtheir 
derivations, that they are fignificantly applied, and 

7 uivieferving 
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undeferving the harfh criticifins, which fome au- 
thors have beftowed on them, thus, only expofing 
their own ignorance, by cavilling at what they 
did not understand. 

In tranflating Irifh names and diftri&s into our 
language, there is nothing difcordant, but nu 
ther fubiime and highly poetic. 

We find, that great traits of this county were 
in the hands of various proprietors, and at length 
thefe feveral principalities were united into one 
kingdom, under the title of the kingdom of 
Ofaly, which included, with this, a part of the 
county of Kildare. It held this title for feveral 
centuries after the landing of the Engliih, in the 
reign of Henry the fecond, and in the hiftory 
of' the wars which fucceeded, •between the 
Englifh and the [natives, it is often recognized 
as fuch. 

Ofely lay on the weftcrn ^borders of the Pale f 
and in 1557, in the fifth of Phillip and lVfary r 
during the admirriftratiori of Thomas Earl of 
Suffex was confifcated to the crown, under the 
title of Wcftern Glenmallery; at the fame time 
was the Queen's county alio forfeited, under the 
title of Eaftern Glenmallery. * 

This great tra& of country was then divided into 
two diftri&s ; that part of Glenmallery, that lies 
by the river lo, (now the river of Maryborough) 
was called the Queen's (hire or county, and the 
fort and town was named Maryborough in ho* 
nour of Queen Mary ; the weftern fide was cal- 
ls 2 led 
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led the King's fhire or county, and the fort of 
Dingcn named Philipflown in compliment to 
King Phillip ; in this (hire was alfo included that 
fmall portion of the county of Kildarc, containing 
what is now called the partfhes of Harriftown 
and Kilbrackan, which lands yet continue to pay 
cefs to the King's county, and remain a part of 
it, though they are completely infulated by the 
county of Kildare. 

Wc find this country had been the fcene of 
wars for a length of time, and that the O'Con- 
nors, who were "the ancient chiefs, kept up con- 
ftant fkirmifhes with the royal forces, and were 
very troublefome neighbours to the Englilh Pale, 
but at length were entirely reduced, the clan 
difperfed in 1558, and their territory given by 
the Lord Lieutenant and Council, to Teig 
O'Carrol, who thence became the lord of the 
country. This was during the laft year of Queen 
Mary's Reign. 

In feventeen years after, it is related by Ware, 
that the O'Connors fought to obtain their lands 
from the O'Carrols, and between them and their 
fepts, the country was almoft ruined. Thefe 
inteftine broils continued for many years, until 
in 15999 the Lord Lieutenant entered the coun- 
ty with an army of 2,500 men, and entirely fub- 
dued the O'Connors, as alfo the O'Mores in the' 
Queen's county, who had rebelled ; but in the 
fucceeding year, they became as troublefome as 
before, when Sir Oliver Lambert came with 1000 

foot 
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foot and ioo horfe, relieved the fort of Philip- 
ftown, which had been clofely befieged, and with 
great conduft and bravery, difperfed the infur- 
gents on every fide. 

From the creation of this county into a fliire, 
it has fincehad no change in. the allotment of 
its lands, and before 1 proceed to its ftatiftical 
defcription, it may not be amifs to give foine ac- . 
count of the laws, manners, and cuftoms of the 
Infh, in ancient days, which I fhall briefly re- 
late. 

Laws, Cuftoms, and a continuation vf Hiftorical 
relations. 

t The ancient laws of Ireland were thofe of 
Taniftry and Gavelkind. 

By the law of Taniftry, the chiefs of every 
country had no longer eftate in their chiefries 
than for life, the inheritance of which reftcd in 
no man. Thefe chiefries confided of finall por- 
tions of land, but principally in cuttings, and 
colheries, and other exa&ions, by which the 
weaker party was fpoiled and impoverifhed. And 
when the chief died, his fon or next heir did not 
fucceed him, but his tanift, who was ele&ive, 
and purchafed his election with a ftrong hand* 

By the law of Gavelkind, the inferior tene- 
ments were to be divided amongft all the males 

"of 

f Thefe are principally taken from Sir John Darh's tra&s. 
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of the family, both legitimate and illegitimate, 
utterly excluding the daughters from any fhare 
of the inheritance ; and after the partition was 
made, if any one of the family died, his portion 
was not divided among his fons ; but die chief of 
the fept made a new partition of all the lands be* 
longing to that fept, and gave every one his part 
according to his antiquity. 

Thus their pofleffions were always uncertain, 
being fo often changed by new partitions, and 
was the true caufe of fuch defolation and barba- 
rifin in the land, as confequestly enfued, and 
alfo accounts why buildings and improvements did 
not take place, as they knew not how long they 
would poffefs them, or who was to be their heir ;. 
befides, every one, confidering himfelf born to a 
landed property, fcorned to defcend to mechanic 
arts, merchandize, orhufbandryj thofe purfuits, 
which render a nation Wealthy or great, were 
confequcntly negle&ed, and the majority were 
but poor x gentlemen, exifting by theft, fpoilage, 
extortion, and cvfhering, which was living at 
free quarters on the poor and induftriqus tenant, 
for months together, with all their retinue of 
idle debauchees. 

Thefe laws of Taniftry and Gavelkind were 
abolifhed by judgment of the King's Bench£ 
Anno Domini 1605. 

The extortion of coigne and livery was taken 
for the maintenance of their warriors, and con- 
filled of man's meat, horfc meat, and money, 

which 



which Was taken from all inhabitants of the country, 
at the will and pleafure of the foldier. Whefc the 
Englifh became depraved, and leattied this cbf- 
tota froni the Irilh, they ufed it with greater in- 
folenty, ahd made it more itatoletable ; and this 
oppttffibn was hot teitiporary not limited to time 
or plate, but bfcdaufe there was war in all places, 
and every lord made war or peace at pleafure, 
it became unhrerfal and perpetual, and, as Sir 
John Davis fays, brought down heavy judgments 
of famine* and infurre&ions, which were not 
quelled for centuries* 

This extortion of coigne and livery produced 
two notorious effe&s, making the land wafte, 
and the people idle. 

The cuftbms of foftering and goflipred fecm pe- 
culiar to the Irilh, and were the caufes of ftrong 
fadions and combinations, tending to the ruin of 
a commonwealth, as by thefe cuftoms they wete 
bound to maintain one another in all cafes, lawful 
and unlawful. 

By foftering was meant the putting away all 
their children to foftetei-s, the rich man felling, 
and the poof nfcn buying the alterage of their 
children ; and the reafbn was, becaufe in the opi- 
nion of this people, foftering had been always a 
ftronger alliance than blood, and the fofter chil- 
dren loved, and were beloved by their fofter fa- 
thers, and their families, tnore than by their, na- 
tural parents ahd kindred, and more freely par- 
ticipated of their means, and adhered unto them 

in 
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in all fortunes with more affeftion and con* 
ftancy. 

Goffiprcd or compaternity ; though by the ca- 
non law it was a fpiritual affinity, and a juror, who 
was goffip to either parties, might have been 
.challenged as not being indifferent, yet there 
was no nation made fo religious a ufe of it as the 
Iri(h. 

Seffings and cuttings ; feffing the. kerne of the 
tenant's family called kernetty, of his horfes, and 
horfc boys, of his dogs, and dog boys, cuttings, 
tallages, or fpendings, high or low at his pleafure, 
which made the lord an abfolute tyrant, and the 
tenant a miferable Have. 

The Englifh, who were of the Roman catholic 
faith, inclined wonderfully to thefe laws and cuf- 
toms of the Irifh, and adopted and pra&ifed them 
with great fincerity, fcorning and laying afide the 
Englifh language, reje&ing their own names, of 
which they feemed afhamed, and affuming Irifh 
furnames, in which extraordinary predileftion 
their barons joined ; and this people afterwards 
became more inveterate enemies to the Englifh 
than the Irifh ever were, who often fought for 
the protection of the Englifh, and defired a par- 
ticipation of their laws. But they afterwards 
feverely fmarted, many of their chiefs paying 
their lives as a forfeit for their perfidy and bafe- 
nefs,.as was the cafe with the Earl of Defmond 
and others; for in the year 1362, which was a 
year of plague, the Duke of Clarence, who was 

chief 
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chief governor, held a famous parliament in Kil- 
kenny, where many laws were made to punifh 
the Englifh colonies, and reduce them to obe- 
dience,, whereby their alliance with the Irifh, 
nurture of infants, and goffipred with the Irifli, 
were mad& high treafon, and, if the offender 
dould affumean Irifli name, fpeak the Irifh lan- 
guage, or follow any of their fafhions, his lands 
or tenements, if he had any, fhould be feized, 
till he fhould give fecurity to chancery, to conform 
himfelf to the Engliih manner of living; if he 
had no lands, his body was to be imprifoned, till 
he fhould find fureties as aforefaid. 
. In the reign of James the ift, two fpecial com* 
miffions were iflbed out of England for fettling and 
quieting poffeffions in Ireland, one for accepting 
furrenders of the Irifh and degenerate Englifh, 
and for regranting their eftates unto them, accor- 
ding to the courfe of the common law; the other 
for ftrengthening defective titles. In the exeau 
tion of which commifEons, there was great care 
taken to fettle and fecure the under-tenants, that 
thqre might be quiet fecurity, and content in the 
eftatlifhment of every fubje&'s eftate, lord and 
tenant, freeholder and farmer, throughout the 
kingdom. 

Upon furrenders they followed this courier 
when an Irifh lord offered to furrender his coun- 
try, his furrender was not immediately accepted, 
but a commiffion was awarded to enquire of three 
fpecial points, firft, the quantity and limits of the 

land 
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land, next how much the lord held in defflefne, 
and how much was pofTefledby his tenants and fol- 
lowers; and thirdly, what cuftoms, duties, and 
fervices he yearly received out of thofe lands. 
This inquifition being made and returned, the 
lands, which were in demefne, were drawn intd 
a particular, and his Irifh duties, as cofherings, 
and fellings, rents of butter and oatmeal, and 
the like, were reafonably valued and reduced 
into certain fums of money,* to be paid yearly in 
lieu thereof. This having been done, the fur- 
render was accepted, and thereupon a grant was 
pafied, not of the whole country as was ufed in 
former times, but of thofe lands only, which were 
found in the lord's poffeffion, and of thofe certain 
fums of money as rent ifTuing out of the reft ; and 
the lands, which were fopnd to be poflefled by 
the tenants, were left unto them, refpeftively 
charged with thefe certain rents only, in lieu of 
all uncertain Irifh exaftions. 

In like manner, upon all grants, which part by 
virtue of the commiflion for defeftive titles, the 
commiifioner took fpecial caution to preferve the 
eftates of all particular tenants. 

After thefe ordinations, learning and arts, 
which fo long had lain dormant during the tur« 
bulence of the times, again raifed their heads, 
and fcience and literature dawned forth. Even 
agriculture we find in the 17th century was not 
defpifed, nor the reclaiming of land thought an 
unprofitable purfuit, though from the hiftory of 

thefe 
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thefe times we fhould not think it was of fuch 
value ; yet in a treatife written in 1682 of the 
county of Weftmeath, which is tranflated in the 
Colle&ahea, the author, talking of hog, fays, it 
makes excellent meadow land when drained, and 
fpeaks of many important branches of hufbandry 
we could not have thought were of ufein thole 
days. In his remarks on fences and hedges* he 
ihews where the country is bare of them, and 
makes observations, which exaftly apply to ibme 
of the northern counties of Ireland at this day; 
" The farmer will fence indeed his corn but fo 
flightly, and without any manner of quick, that, 
before it can be reaped, his own and his neigh- 
bours cattle force him ufually to a renewal of his 
labours, and if at any time he makes a fence like- 
ly to hold out a whole year, he triumphs, and 
with confidence pfonounceth it a year's ditch, 
which among them pafleth for a very ftrong 
fence/ 5 

The old Irifb had an annual cuftom every May 
day, which they counted the firft day of fummer, 
tohaveadifh called ftirabout, which was made 
of flour and milk, boiled thick together, This 
was a proof of good management, to make the 
corn hold, till the fummer fare came in, as they 
concluded that milk,, butter, and vegetables, which 
were then plenty and in feafon, fhould fuffice tilt 
hatveft. This cuftom was obferved by all ranks, 
and it was as ufual to have this dilh on that day > 
even though they had no bread for a month be- 
fore, 
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fore, as it is now to have plumb-pudding on 
Chriflmas day, or apples and nuts on Allhallow- 
eve. 

\ They always fwam their cattle on the firft fun- 
day in harvefl, inviolably obferving this cuftom, 
thinking that no beaft could live the whole year, 
with which it was not pra&ifed. 

In their marriages, the parents and friends of 
the parties met on the fide of a hill, and, having 
drank and made merry, agreed on the portion for 
the bride, which was always in cattle, and to 
which every one of kin fubferibed more or lefs, 
taking however this precaution, that, if the bride 
died childlefs before a certain day limited by 
agreement, it was conditioned that every man's 
bead fhould be reftored to him. 

They had alfo many religious cuftoms, the 
great fuperftition and idolatry of which are dif- 
gufting to relate ; and their dances, games,, and 
patrons are pretty much the fame to this day. 

Their funeral rites are in fome parts minutely 
copied, as howling after the dead, during the 
proceflipn to the grave, and hirelings paid for the 
funeral fong, accompanied with all the mockery 
of grief, which is prefently drowned in obfeenity 
and debauchery. 

I fhall now conclude this introdu&ion to the 
prefent ftate of the county, with a defcription of 
its ancient buildings, as recorded by Ware, and 
the dates of their cre&ion. 

Ancient 
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Ancient Buildings* 

We find, that fo early as anno domini 492, 
there was a regular monaftery for Auguftin ca- 
nons in this county at Gallen, or Galin, in the 
tenittory of Mac Coghlan fituate on the river 
Braflinog (now Brofna); this was founded by 
St. Canoe, or Mochonoc. 

In 550 the monaftery of ,St. Mary and St. Co* 
lumba was founded by St. Columba called Dur- 
rough, antiently Dermagh or the field of the oak. 
Ware quotes Adamnanus in the life of Columba, 
lib. 1. cap. 3. 

" There is yet extant, as it was preferved in 
this abbey, a book of the four Evangelifts of St. 
Hieroms tranflation, adorned with filvcr plates, 
and the infeription fet forth, that it was written 
by the hand of St. Columba in the fpace of twelve 
days. It appears, that the canons of this abbey, 
at the time of the fuppreffion and long before, 
were Auguftins, though we allow, that St. Co- 
lumba framed a rule of his otvn for the monks, 
that he placed there ; the like happened to the 
rules inftituted by St. Bredan, St. Congall, &c" 

Priory of the Holy Crofs of Killeach in Ofaly. 

The Ulfter annals fay, that St. Sincell Mac 
Genenain, abbot of Killeach, died in the year 

548 
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5489 perhaps he was feft abbot and founder of 
this place. 

Friery of Killeigh. 

Founded for minorites in the reign of Edward 
th* Firft, 

Nunnery of Killeigh. 

Nuns of the Order of St. Auguftin. 

Friery of St. Mary of Kilcarmic. 

A convent of Carmelites built near the river 
Braffinog (now Brofna) by Odo fon of Nellan 
Mulloy in the church, wherein he himfclf was 
buried, in the year 1454. 

Monqfterferois or Totmory Friery. 

A convent of minorites founded by John De 
Bermingham, Earl of Louth, in the year 1325, 
in that part of the county, which was called 
Ofely. 

Seir or Saigar Kiaran. 

St. Kiaran the elder founded a monaftery there, 
which was of great note in the very infancy of 

the 
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the Irifh church. It is fituate in that part of the 
King's county called the Elia-Carolina. The 
canons thereof were Auguftins. 

Clonmacncife. 

St. Kiaran or Ciaran the younger, of the fa- 
mily of the Ards, but the fon of one Boetius or 
Boenandus a carpenter* whence he was nick- 
naified Macitier or mechanick's fon, founded the 
abbey of Clonmacnoife, called at firft Tiprarc, 
in the middle or heart, as it were, of all Ireland* 
Anno Domini 548, Dermod the fon of Cervol 
king of Ireland having affigned him that place. 
Here St. Kiaran was abbot for one whole year, 
according to others feven years, and died the 8th 
of September 549 in the flower of his age, having 
lived only 33 years. Some time after, the church 
of this convent was made a cathedral, and it is 
feid, that Su Kiaran was the firft bifhop ; if this 
be true <£ the beginning of this cathedral, the 
c}ate is afcertained, but, however, it prefided af- 
terwards over nine other churches in one church- 
yard as it were, for they fat within lefs than the 
compafs of two Irifh acres. At the weft end of 
the place the foccecding bifhops built their pa- 
lace* The cathedral itfelf was without doubt 
anciently endowed with great livings, and the 
baryrag place of their great men, and bifhops 
wj» famous for monuments, and fine infcriptions 
aswdtin Hebrew, as Irifh <;hara&ers; but by 

degrees 
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degrees it dwindled away, and became reduced to 
fhameful poverty. 

Of the bifhops of this fee, before the times of 
the EngHfh, there is little memory, but of the five 
preceding ; and fince that time 31 bifliops enjoy- 
ed the fee, the laft of whom was Peter Wall, 
who died in 1568 ; after his death this fee was 
by aft of parliament united to the bifhoprick of 
Meath. 

There arefeveral old caftles, of which there is 
not any remarkable tradition; they moftly bear 
the date of Queen Elizabeth's reign, and will 
come under defcription juft now. 

I have now given a fuperficial iketch of the 
antiquities of this county, and proceed to its fta- 
tiftical defcription, following the plan of arange- 
ment, as fuggefted by the Dublin Society, and 
which I obferved in the Queen's county furvey. 

Confined to a particular plan of arranging this 
furvey, it muft be confidered, that to avoid tau- 
tology is impoflible, where fo often the fame mat- 
ters will apply in two neighbouring counties, 
though in the reports of each they become en- 
tirely neceflary. 

If there is an evident famenefs in this mode, 
yet will the true cuftoms and manners of the 
county be found, and may not be unintercfting to 
partial or local concern. 

In this view they ought never to be taken into . 
confideration together, but, as if totally uncon- 
nected 
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ne&ed, and the matter only fhould be confidered 
as relating to the diftrift under immediate en- 
quiry. 

What is applicable to one is generally found fo 
with the other j to gain credit in diverfity of rela- 
tion, language fhould be tortured and truth per- 
verted j but the plain and limple fafts are here 
impartially fet down, and adapted to the under- 
ftanding of the meaneft readen This I truft is 
following the intent and fpirit of the defign, and 
will be a fufficient apology for not introducing 
what might be more amufing, though perhaps 
wide of the fubjeft, and foreign to its intent. 
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STATISTICAL SURVEY 

OF THB 

KING'S COUNTY. 
CHAPTER L 

«E06KAFHI.£At *TATE AMD MOM&N ClfcCVMSTAMCBS. 
SECTION I. 

Situation and Extent. 

1HE King's county is an inland County, fituate in 
the province of Leinfter ; it has the counties of Eaffi 
and Weft Meath on its North, Tipperary on its South 
and S. Weft, Galway on its Weft, from which it is 
divided by the Shannon, and Kildare and the Queen's 
county on its Eaftern bounds. It is by no means 
of fo regular a form as die Queen's county, but very 
ftraggling, ftretching confiderably in a contracted 
compafs to the Southward. Its breadth from the molt 
eaftern part of the barony of Cooleftown near the 
Boyne to Clonmacnoife on the Shannon is 32 miles, 
but the more general breadth do* not exceed 17, ana 
Vat, 11. a it 
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it is in length from the moat of Grenouge adjoining 
Weft Mcath, to the fouthermoft part of the barony of 
Clonlifk, 31 miles by a dire& line, but above 45 miles 
by the neareft road, the county being fo much inter- 
fered with deep bogs. The circumference is above 
130 miles. 

The number of acres in this county amount to 
282,200 or 440 fquare miles ; in the old afleflment, as 
appears by the county book, there are only 155,932 acres 
chargeable with cefs, fo that the' difference is 126,268 
acres of bog, mountain, and wafte, or not arable land, 
as towns, roads, water, &c. is included, or almoft 
half the contents of the county.' 

This is an extraordinary proportion indeed, which 
fhews how much yet remains to be done here, and I 
(hall juft now explain, how greatly capable it is of im- 
provement. Little having been effe&ed towards re- 
claiming land in this county, previous to the laft 30 
years, on a revife of this calculation, I fuppofe the 
difference would now appear but immaterial ; but I 
exped the laudable ardour, that prevails for improve* 
ment, will materially effe<& a furprifing change in 
thefe waftes a few years hence, as in the fpace of the 
two latter years more ground has a&ually been re* 
claimed, than had been for 30 preceding years taken 
together. 

The average value of arable land, thro* the county, 
will be found to amount to 20s. per acre, and of mea- 
dow or pafture 351. and both together 25*. The fame 
reafons I ailcrtcd of the impoflibility of obtaining an 

aftual 
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a&ual return of the population of the Queen's county 
holds good here, as the avcrfion of the lower orders to 
counting their numbers, and their extreme bigotry is 
ftill more obftinately grounded, and almoft precludes 
the hope of feeing it conquered in the prefent gene- 
ration* 

The number of houfes in this county being about 
13,700 it will be found allowing near 6 to an houfe 
that the population confifts of about 76,000 fouls. - If 
we take into account the number of acres in the coun- 
ty, this appears but a thin return, particularly when 
compared with the Queen's county, which, though its 
contents is lefs by 47,000 acres, yet it exceeds the num- 
ber of inhabitants in the county by 14,000 ; but let it be 
confidered, that the great extent of bog and wafte is 
nearly half the total contents, and renders fo much un- 
inhabitable. 

The Sleive Bloom mountains form the eaftern bar- 
rier, dividing this from the Queen's county, and the 
Shannon river flows majeftically on the weftern fide* 
making the line of reparation between Leinfter and 
Connaught. The great bog of Allen lies to the 
North Eaft, and a confiderable part of it ftretches 
through this county, an imaginary line dividing it front 
Kildare, and this forms the great feature throughout, 
until you approach the Slieve Bloom, at the further 
extremity. The centre of the county is, with little ex- 
ception, a dead flat, though lying high. 

a 2 In 
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In its fuperficial contents we may cftimate under 

Acres. 
Arable Lands, Pafture and Meadow, 154*700 
Woods and Plantations, - 1,000 

Water, - - - 1,000 

Bog, Mountain, and wade, - 123,500 
Roads, Towns, and Villages - 2,000 

282,200 



Subdividing thefe denominations, arable land occupies 
one third, pafture and meadow two thirds; the meadow 
bears the proportion to pafture as ten to one ; the cattle 
being moftly ftore fed, little hay is required* 

In the divifion of arable, we find a farm of forty 
acres thus proportioned : 





Acres. 






Acres. 


Wheat 


12 


or 


Wheat 


6 


Barley 


H 


— 


Barley 


16 


Oats 


IQ 


— 


Oats 


14 


Potatoes 


4 


-*- 


Potatoes 


4 



40 40 

The acre of wheat, through the county, averages five 
barrels of twenty ft one; barley twelve barrels of fixteen 
ftone ; oats ten barrels of fourteen ftone. The barrel 
of potatoes varies in weight in almoft every barony, but 
making the ftandard twenty ftone weight, the average 

produce 
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produce will be found fifty barrels, fcaffce half equal to 
the average of the Queen's County. 

Sect. 2. Climate. 

As it has never been proved, that in the vicinity of 
bogs, the air is rendered unwholefome, fo no natural 
fcaufe can be ftewn, why the climate here fhould not 
generally be as wholefome as in any inland part of Ire- 
land. Its dirtance from {the fea, and its elevated fitua~ 
tiort, removes damps flill farther, and die' wholefomtf 
appearance of the natives pibvfes neither their diet, nor 
their climate is hoftile to health. 

The non putrefcent quality of bogs is exemplified 
here, in the many grofs pieces of timber found at int- 
menfe depths, In a ftate of great prefervation. 

Reverting to the diftance between the northern arid 
fouthern bounds, the more general extent of which 
fcarce exceeds (Seventeen miles, there can be but little 
variation in feed time and haryeft, which is the fame 
throughout} the mountainous parts being Httte occupied 
ift tillage, d6 hot contradict the aflertion. 

Sect 3. Divifim. 

This county is divided into' eleven baronies, one of 
thefe fubdivided into two half baronies, for the more 
eafy coHe&ion of the cefs, and the whole are again fub- 
divided into town lands; their denominations are as fol- 
low: 
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ECCLESIASTICAL DIVISION. 

' The ecclcfiaftical divifion is formed of the town 
lands, and are denominated parifhes, of which there are 
fifty-two in the county, and thefe hava twenty-five pa- 
rish churches, or nearly one chuich to two parifhes; 
they are fituate in the following diocefes : 

i8T 



Kildare 


8 


Killaloe 


6 


Meath 


10 


Clonfert 


JO 


Offory 


I 



16 
16 



l J 



25 52 



The names of the 
pariflies, &c. are 
inferted after the 
Tour. 



Sect. 4. Spit and Surfau. 

The general foil of the arable parts of this county, 
in its natural ftate, is not very fertile, and only rendered 
fo, by manures of bog fluff and various compofts, as 
will be particularly defcribed, and requires but an atten- 
tion to a proper courfe of crops, to return a very reafon- 
able profit. The quality of this foil is, more generally, 
either a deep moor or a (hallow gravelly loam, the moift 
feafon being moft favourable to the produce it yields, 
and the moors very produ&ive in dry fummers. Lime- 
ftone every where abounds, in rich quarries, and lime- 
ftone gravel quickly renders them the moft- valuable 
land in the country. The paftures are not very luxu- 
riant, 
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riant, but kind and fattening* in their quality excellent 
for (beep walks, and the wool, that they yield, is not 
only abundant in produce, but of a very fine quality. 
The coarfeft pafture, which is the unreclaimed moor, 
is highly nutritious to young cattle ; but it muft be re- 
marked, however, that although in the vicinity of bogs, 
the air is not unwholefome, yet, where they have been 
reclaimed, and with thick ftrata of limeftone gravel, 
although vegetation is very great, rather earlier thap in 
upland, ftill corn crpps are by two or three weeks, ge- 
nerally, later in ripening. 

The furface is rather an uninterrupted fiat, or dead 
level, unfavourable to dairy hufbandry, and the corn 
crops are principally oats and barley. Stores and year- 
lings are their more general ftock of black cattle ; and 
the fheep and wool trade their moft confiderable pur- 
fuit ; pigs are only fattened for fale by the lefs fubftantial 
farmers, and manufa&ure but partially local. 

MOUNTAINS. 

The Sliove Bloom, or SKeb Bladma mountains, are 
tbofe of this cpunty, and are fituate on the foutb eaftern 
extremity, pointing from a N. E. to a S. W. dire&ton; 
they run in a range of above fifteen miles, having but 
one pafs, called the Gap of Gkndine, which is very 
difficult of approach, fteep and craggy, and not five 
feet wide. 

The 
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The foil pf this mountain, at tiiis fide, is at the ex- 
tremity a cold grit, and takes a great deal of lime to 
render it arable; its quality is argillaceous, and inter* 
/perfed thickly, with rocks of freeftone. This upper 
ftratum is pretty deep, in few places lefs than two fpades 
from the furface, and a filiceous (ubftratum covers the 
whqle range of the fummit. The centre parallel 
iias various (oils, being of a light fandy loam, a ftiff 
yellow clay, or gritty (hallow gravel, and a deep brown 
earth, which is far the beft of it, and the bottom line is 
always a cold, fpongy,' deep clay, only produ&ive where 
the loam is fo dry as to check the fprings above ; at die 
foot, where the declivity vanishes, is a deep irreclaim- 
able bog, approachable but in very dry feafons* This 
will be found to be the more general defcription of this 
fide the Slieve Bloom, but does not uniyerfclly hold 
good ; for towards the centre of this range the land is 
very fertile in pafture, and, grazed . the whole year 
throughout with numerous flocks of fheep and young 
cattle ; the foil being of a limeftone quality, and large 
rocks of that mineral thickly interfperfed ; neither is the 
bottom range boggy, but a ftiff clay, where abundant 
crops of corn are yielded. On the mountain of Knock- 
naman this is the cafe, and alfo the range of Caftletown, 
Cumber, and down to Lettybrook, which latter is fome 
of the beft land in the county : in this diftrid, to the 
fummit of the mountain, the land may juftly be valued 
at fifteen (hillings per acre j here is a quarry of red ftone, 
rather flaggy, and of a (oft unfolid nature, yet it is pre* 
tarred for building, and out of this quarry was the ftone 

had 
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had for the hoofe and offices of Caftietown. I ftrongly 
fufpeft a filiceous and durable ftone is underneath, not very 
far from the furface, fit for mill-ftones, as in quarries* 
I have fcen of that kind, anfwer much the refemblance 
of this in the upper, layer, and below had good flint, 
or towards the weftern fide of the hill ; fo it is in Cairn* 
More, in the Slieve Baught mountains, and Is, very 
commonly fo, in the great Welfli quarries. 

A minute infpe&ion of this great range of mountain 
would permit ample matter for the attention of a pro* 
fefled mineralogift, and throw a light on that fcience in 
this country, of what riches we may poflefs without 
knowing their value. 

On this fide of the mountain, the land is far lefs pro- 
ductive than that of the Queen V county, and its occu- 
pation is of very little moment, being in moft places 
only tenable to cattle in very dry feafons; but from 
their extent, and great height, the leading features of 
this country are conftituted, and they are poflefled of 
every natural beauty peculiar to mountains, and in the 
variety of their wilds, are calculated to excite admira- 
tion, and well worth the attention of the natural philo* 
-fopher. 

WOODS. 

There are no woods but at Killeigh, and thofe com- 
prifed in ornamental plantations, as at Charleville, yet 
no quantity of. very old timber is here. On the borders 
of die county, adjoining Tipperaiy, is a good appearance 

of 
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of wood, but yet does not amount to any that is very 
old. Cangor has the oldeft and grofieft timber, and 
much of this has made way for young plantations; 
Knocknamafe has fome old, valuable timber, but the 
greater part of the wood in this county is ornamental, 
and in demefne lands, though originally its whole face 
Was one uninterrupted foreft, of which it bears evident 
«aarks to this day; the alder was natural to the foil, and 
a finaJl patch of its ancient foreft, which has quite the 
venerable appearance of antiquity, ftands yet protected 
in the park at Droughtville. 



BOG AND MOOR. 

In a county fo extenfively covered with bog, there 
can be no lack of fuel, which is fupplied in the greateft 
abundance, and of the very beft kind; the nature of 
thefe bogs producing an excellent and tailing manure 
for themfelves, when calcined, and for the uplands, * 
either calcined or in mud or clay. The formidable ap- 
pearance of fuch extenfive tra&s may at firft fight dif- 
courage the improver, and indeed feems even uncon- 
querable by Herculean labour and perfeverance, but 
when we examine their quality, we find that wefeav* 
unjuftly attributed to them obftades, which are com- 
monly found in bogs, and where they exift, render their 
being reclaimed quite impracticable, as is the cafe where 

bogs 
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bogs lie low and have no natural drain* to tarry off 
their water* ; here they hate the beft natural faUs, tod 
for a confiderable diftance from the borders of the up* 
land, we find the foil only jtaoory* and fhallow, capable 
6f being made the beft meadow, at a trifling eKpeofe, 
which one crop Would well repay : the great and univer- 
fal remedy tfdr it, which is limeftteie gravel, nature b*s 
kindly thrown frtiall heaps of, at convenient diftances* hi 
the midft of : the motors, and thefe tufted mounds, fe 
cofifpicuoufly fcattered on the furface, feem a* if they 
had been purpofely depofited there to reclaim theoi ; if 
we dedu& the quantity of this valuable foil from what 
appears to be the bogs, in this country, an immenfe 
trad of valuable land is acquired, fit for all the, purpofes 
of hufbandry, and will be found more produ&ive either 
in pafture or tillage, than the general run of the beft 
lands in the county. 

In the fubfoil of thefe bogs have been difcovercd fa* 
line particles, and alkali in their afhes, as communicat- 
ed to me by, an ingenious gentleman, who anafized them ; 
but it is to be remarked, that this was found to be al- 
ways the cafe in the vicinity of fprings, to which he at- 
tributed its exiftence. The power of tanning, which 
bog in general poflefles, has been proved by various ex- 
periments, and perhaps its waters, as well as the heath, 
which more certainly a&s upon the leather, have no 
fmall {hare in the' procefs, from the aftringent quality 
which they poffefs ; thefe matters are beft known to the 
people engaged in this purfuit, as I am told is the cafe 

in 
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in the Highlands of Scotland, and that there, they ufe 
no other but bog water in tanning; I think it efta* 
bHfhes the principle, though they may not account fct 
it by chemical arguments or dedu&ions, yet they cer- 
tainly would not prefer it, if experience did not' con- 
vince them of its fuperior efficacy. Another proof of 
it is, that bog water is unfavourable to vegetation, and 
if thrown on the furface will deflrroy vegetables with its 
acidity, or rather with the gallic matter it contains, 
which it ought to be purged of, before bog ftuff is 
ufed as a manure, this is done by expofing it to this air, 
4>r depofiting it where pure water can flow on it. 

The great condenfing cffeft of lime on bog, we have 
numerous accounts of; here we have it from ocular 
proof, and where it was cultivated, it had funk near 
two feet below its level, or I flxould (ay below. the level 
of the remaining part of the trad that was drained, 
preparatory to reclaiming, but had not yet been limed ; 
in this cafe, the more cauftic the lime is, the quicker is 
the effefh 

Limeftone gravel will have the fame, though not fo 
rapid an effeft as hot lime ; but I think ftill a furer one, 
for here, furface and confiftency is more certainly gain- 
ed, and. aquatic plants deftroyed, to which, from its 
gravity, as well as other properties, that limeftone pof- 
fefles, it is an inveterate enemy ; and there can be no 
greater proof than the rich carpets of white clover and 
trefoil, which naturally appear after this manure, and 
generate an herbage of the greatcft fweetnefs, and in 

other 
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other parts, heath, ruflies, and all kinds of aquatic and 
bog plants, are in abundance, and occasionally ferve for 
various, purpofes; almoft all thefe bogs are grazed 
by ftote cattle, in the fummer months, as a commonage* 
but few yidkl any rent to their proprietors. 



Sect. 5. Minerals, &c. 

The mineralogical produce of 'this county will be 
found more worthy of remark in the Slieve Bloom 
mountains, to the riches of which I am a ftranger, nor 
does the knowledge or tradition of the county affift the 
information ; there are no coal mines difcovered, as in 
the Queen's county, nor have I feen any but inferior 
minerals, as manganeie, iron ores, in very fmall ap- 
pearance, ochre, marl, chalk, limeftone, freeftone, and 
potter's clay. 

Sect. 6. Wattr* 

This county is well watered, by wholefome fprings, 
and many chalibeate wells are interfperfed through the 
bogs. The filver ftreams of the Brofna, which takes 
its rife in the county of Weftmeath, fertilize the fine 
country, through which it winds, and its waters are dis- 
charged into the Shannon, which great river, for a long 
Way, forms the weftern barrier, and flows through 
fpacious banks, magnificently beautiful and pidurefque; 

the 
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Hie *Brofna may be faid more particularly to belong to 
this county, as it winds through its centre. 

It is alfo touched on by the Boyne, on the N. E. near 
Edenderry, and on the borders of Kildare county; and 
the Barrow is the line of reparation from the Queen's 
county, near Portarlington ; feveral lefler ftreams water 
the interior, and Lough Pallis, in the barony of Bally- 
boy, is the only lake, but of inconsiderable extent; 
Lough Anna, in part, belongs to this county, as the 
divisional line, between this and the Queen's county, 
paffes through its centre. Numerous' glens are formed 
by rapid mountain ftreams, which only flow in wet 
weather, and their fall is generally as fudden as their 
rife ; many of thefe are discharged into Knockarly river, 
which fometimes appears but an inconsiderable ftream, 
but when fwelled, with the mountain floods, it becomes 
a tremendous river, fometimes rifing feveral feet 
perpendicular, and carrying off every thing on its 
banks, that oppofes its progrefs. The bed of the river* 
from the violence of thefe floods, has been completely 
changed of late years, and baffles all the art and labour 
of the proprietors on its banks, to reftrain it within its 
original channel. 

With this happy diversity of water, there is contraft- 
ed every variety of irregularity of ground, which I have 
no where feen fo remarkably peculiar, and the many 
young and thriving plantations have indeed given a 
rich appearance to a country, which has latterly been 

as 

* This word, in the Erfe language, means a bundle of 
Sticks, but I cannot conceive the analogy in the prefent 
inftance. 
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at little remarkable for, as formerly it Was overrun with 
• foreft. The alder feems to haye been the natural tree 
of the country, and afcnoft in every pariih are to be 
feen veftiges of its pre-eminence ; it always was pecu- 
liar to the banks of rivers, or watery fituations. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER II. 



STATE OF PROPERTY. 
EftaUs and Tenures. 

THE eftates in this county produce from ten thou- 
fand to fifty pounds per annum ; they are generally 
very large properties, and in one inftance, is a whole 
barony, that of Gelhill, one eftate, Lord VifcountDigby 
being the proprietor. Not fo as in the Queen's county, 
do we find great tra&s improved and ornamented, in 
confequence of a gentry refiding at home, nor do we fo 
generally fee thefe eftates, which are not refided on by 
their proprietors, in as flourifliing a condition as there 
'is the cafe, which evidently argues, that the tenantry 
here aire denied indulgences and incitements to im- 
provement, which is granted to them on abfentee pro- 
perty in the other county. 

But yet a great fimilarity exifts in the more general 

diftribution of tenures, in refped of the circumftances 

of the holders, who form a confiderable part of the 

moft refpedable community of this county, and enjoy 

vol. ir. b their 
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their lands in perpetuity, from very ancient date, pof- 
feffing now a more valuable property than the proprie- 
tor, who holds the fee. 

Thefe are, in general, the guardians of every thing, 
that makes a county refpe&able, and who from their 
refidence, wealth, and local experience, beft know what 
to advife, and by their example at home, have proved 
themfelves of the firft importance to their diftrid. 
Happy is it for this country, it has fuch men to manage 
their concerns, and without them, the very few great 
proprietors, who refide, would neceffarily be infiifficient 
to the weighty care of its intereft. The lands here are, 
in part, leafed on lives, part on years, or both; the re- 
mainder, which is not very considerable, is occupied by 
the holders of the fee. All the various ills, refulting 
from alienation, are here conspicuous, as will be parti- 
cularly {hewn in the annexed tour. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER III. 



BUILDINGS. 



THE manfions in this county are not very fplendid, 
nor is there any public building of note. 

•Lord Vifcount Charleville is colle&ing the materials 
for a magnificent edifice, the plan promiftng every thing 
of fplendour and tafte, and worthy of fo noble a de- 
mefne. The farm yard is nearly finiihed," which with 
the offices, will be of a fuitable ftyle, and in the beft 
fituatton. 

Several ruins, of what were confidered fplendid in 
their day, are yet to be feen, but few modern build- 
ings of diftinguiihed architecture. 

Additions have been ereded to Leap Caftle, which 
have highly ornamented that ancient building, preferv- 
ing the antique, where it was proper externally, and 
giving all the elegance and convenience of modern 
architedure to the interior. 

The peafants cots are throughout miferably poor 
and wretched, in few inftances weather proof, yet 
fondly clung to by the natives, who are attached 
to them from cuftom, and perhaps alfo from the 
warmth occafioned by their fmoke and lownefs, as 
b 2 they 
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they prefer living in them to neat flate lodges and 
farm houfes, which fome gentry have ere&ed as an orna- 
ment to their demefnes, and alfo with the view of better- 
ing •the condition of the cottagers. In many places 
are'thefe lodges uninhabited, which proves the a&ual 
averfion of the peafantry, to relinquifli their ancient 
ftate of uncivilization. 

A thatch of ftraw is the more general covering'; per- 
haps in this age of improvement, the time may arrive, 
when the value of ftraw, as a manure, will be better 
eftcemed, and houfes defended with a cheaper and more 
lifting covering. 

If proprietors would infift on having decent farm 
houfes on their eftates, and liberally contribute to their 
eredion, to be covered with flate or tile, either or both of 
which, every county in Ireland abounds with, then would 
the ftraw be returned to the foil, and the land receive this 
natural reftorative, which is withheld, (if we compare the 
long run of expenfe) to our certain and manifeft lofe. 
In the ere&ion of thefe farm houfes, particular attention 
ought to be paid, to divide the fleeping rooms, which 
is of the firft confequence towards eftablifliing decency 
and modefty, and in their prefent difpofition is totally 
negle&ed, (till bearing a diftingurthing mark of the irre- 
claimed barbarity, and uncivilization of the peafantry of 
Ireland. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IV. 



MODE OF OCCUPATION. 



S*CT. I. Size of Farms, Charafier of Farmer*. 

FARMS were formerly very large in this diftriil ; it 
was not uncommon for one perfon to hold one thoufand 
or fifteen hundred acres, but their fize is now very con^ 
fiderably curtailed, and may be rated from ten to four 
hundred acres; large farms may have, in the mean, 
about two hundred and fifty, and fmall plots about 
twenty. The more confiderable occupation of large 
farms is in fheep walk, and the fmaller in tillage, very 
little being under dairy. 

The character of farmers is certainly praife worthy as 
to induftry, and their farms are generally let to them at 
fuch rents, as make it the intereft of the tenant to give 
the land fair play; but ftill they are ftrangely attached to 
old cuftoms, and notwithstanding the evident fuperiority, 
which their matters have fhown, in the cultivation of 
potatoes, by drilling, in a very capital manner, yet they 

do 
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do not chufe to adopt it, bccaufe they fay their fore- 
fathers did well without it. 

The drieft lands are generally appropriated to tillage, 
and the low lands to pafture. Wheat, oats, barley, and 
potatoes, are their ufual crops. Potatoes is cultivated 
above and below, and this feed they fow every third year 
in moory ground, to refrefh it, or it will in time dwin- 
dle very obvioufly. 

They have lately, in all, improved hufbandry, intro- 
duced rye grafs for their early herbage, which comes 
in full a month before the natural grafs of the county, 
and gives a good fpring food for their ewes and lambs. 

Wherever limeftone gravel has been applied, it in- 
fures a found fheep walk, and will naturally throw up 
trefoil ; this herbage is alfo produced from burning only 
in the moors. 

Sect. 2. RenU 

Rent is due on Lady day and Michaelmas; or 
on the firft of May and November"; and is paid 
in bank notes or bills. Some fmall farmers pay 
rent with their own and their horfes labour, when they 
live under a refident gentleman ; there is no condition 
in their leafe obliging them to labour, but left at their 
own option. Cottiers have feldom any leafe, or article; 
and make a verbal bargain with their landlord, which is 
only binding as long as the parties chufe mutually to 
remain together, and of courfc, their perfonal fervice 

is 
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is the confideration. In the baronies of Garrycaftle 
and Kikourfey they ?re 'well inclined to manufacture; 
in other parts, the women are moftly idle and floth- 
ful, and fcarce at all affift in making up the rent, 
except in harveft time. The money, which is acquired 
in this manner, is; more generally considered their ex- 
clufive right for drefs and finery, with few excep- 
tions, (o that . the farmer himfeif muft depend on his 
own labour for the various calls, which he is liable to. 

Sect. 3. Tithes. 

The grievance I have particularly fpolcen of in the 
Queen's County Reports, applies here in a very obvious 
manner, and the peafants are more evidently preyed on 
by the brood of pro&ors, each of whom have a certain 
profit. This feems the greateft evil in the fyftem, juftly 
deferring complaint, and worthy the moft ferious at- 
tention towards its redrefs. I really apprehend, it would 
be a very difficult matter to miflead the lower orders of 
country folk, was there a reafonable modification of tithe, 
and they feem one and all difcontented, not fo much with 
the inftitution, as the fevere mode of collecting the tax, 
which is here unufually oppreffive. I mean not in the 
leaft to attach any blame to the incumbent; it is out of 
his power to redrefs it : when the leafe is executed to 
the proctor, and where the alienation does not pro- 
ceed further, then the grounds of complaint feldom 
exift.* I have feen feveral inftances of this, particu- 
larly 
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briy in the parifh of Cloneboclc, or Glonchurch, fcow 
waited to Geflnll, where a large diftHft is wrier the 
collection of one perfon, the Rev* Mr, Harpur, a dif- 
Jpnting clergyman; and, as a. proof of bis humanity 
and forbearance, he remained at home, fefe, though un- 
protected, in tberaidft of a difeffefttd . country, during 
the whole of the rebellion, and has had his tithes regu- 
larly paid, which would alway* be the cafe, were there 
no exadion. 

As land is taken, liable to this impofition, we cannot 
complain that the principle is in itfelf a hardfliip ; this is 
certainly not for the confideratlon of the tenant, as it is 
equal to him to whom this charge is paid, and he muft 
know that if the land is tithe free, the rent will of courfe 
be proportionately encreafed ; were it a land-tax, or re- 
gular annual Aim, in which the pro&ors were not con- 
cerned, I doubt not but it would be paid as chearfully, as 
any other impofition whatever. If this is the cafe, how 
much ought a modus be encouraged, as, where it pre- 
vails, fo does concord and unanimity, and there is no 
occafion for the interference of a pro&or. But the 
farming tithe leafes, through fo many hands, neceflarily 
produce rack rents, and caufe all the evils and difcon- 
tent, that flow from the fyftem, .which it would be a 
wife policy to adopt a remedy for. 

If the proprietor of the land was fufFered to purchafe 
this charge on his eftate, in like manner as the quit-rent 
tax, there iriight a fund be eftablifhed, the intereft of 
which would be amply equivalent to the proper fupport, 

and 
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and even encreafed maintenance of the clergy, and the 
fccurity would be guaranteed to them by government. 
We have no reafon to doubt, that the policy of the mea*- 
fore would be feen by the proprietors, whofe public 
fpirit would induce them to effeftually co-operate in this 
plan i as it invariably has been (hewn in whatever Was 
attempted for the national benefit. 

Sect. 4. EJM^jbmnt^fir the Poor. 

$y regular a&s of veftry* it has been agreed, in eon- 
fequcnce of the late fcarcity for two fucceeding years, 
that the poor of each parifli fhould be badged, and that a 
voluntary fiibfcription (hould be made, to purchafe pro- 
vtfions, and retail them at a reduced price to thofe, who 
were able to pay a certain proportion, and to distribute 
gratis to thpfe, who, from age or infirmities, were unable' 
to provide for their own fupport. This very laudable 
inftitution, however, was only intended to exift fo long 
as the fcarcity fhould prevail, and argues the neceffity of 
a perpetual eftablilhment for this purpofe, which deferves 
to occupy our ferious attention, left our non-compliance 
fhould induce the legislature to impofe the tax of poor 
rates, which is confldered, in England, by far a greater 
grievance than tithes, and, from its uncontrouled extent, 
feems to be an intolerable burthen. In times of eafe and 
plenty, it is well to lay by a proviiion againft the day of 
want, and this certainly ought to be the work of the 

whole 
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whole community. A certain fum to be weekly fnb- 
fcribed by every individual in the parifb, able to work 
for bread, whether male or female, (hould be banded over 
to a treafurer, and he be obliged to procure work for 
thofe requiring ft. This would amount to a very con- 
fidence fum, fully Sufficient to anfwcr the fupport of 
the poor, and for the relief of the fubfcribers, fhould 
fickncfe or any other cafualty befal them. 

Mr. Pew's twenty minutes advice on the poor laws of 
England, deferve to be made public, which I have done in 
the Queen's County Reports, by the defire of the Dublin 
Society, 4 and which, by the fame authority and direc- 
tion I now infcrt here, for the benefit of this county, in 
hopes that they (hall fee the probable benefits would re-, 
fult from an inftitution, to be founded on the following 
plan, which would doubdefs produce, to the community 
at large, the. happieft effeds, and preclude the neceffity of 
poor rates, that probably might be found oppreffive and^ 
fevere. 



Heads of Mr. Pew's twenty minutes advice on the 

POOR LAWS. 

« ift.. \fhat a proper officer be appointed for fuch ex- 
tent of dHlrift as he may be fuppofed conveniently to 
fuperintendj. to take a lift of the names and places of 

abode, 
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abode, of all males above the age of eighteen) and of all 
females above the age of feventeen years, in the fame 
manner as the lift is made out for the militia. 
u 2d. That every fuch male pay two-pence per week, 
and every fuch female three farthings or one penny per 
week, in the hands of the above officer, for the pur- 
pofes hereafter to be fpecified. 

" 3d. That the above officer (hall be empowered to 
furnifli employment for all fuch as are willing to work, 
and who cannot find it for themfelves. 

" Whether this officer fhould be chofen annually in 
rotation, after the manner of an overfeer, or whether 
he fhould be a permanent officer, upon an adequate 
falary, will be a matter of future confideration, but if the 
latter, he fhould be paid by the community, and not out 
of the fund. 

" 4th. All the poor being thus fure of employment, 
the mafter or miftrefs, for whom they work, fhould be 
juftified in retaining thefe fums refpe&ively out of 
their wages; and, whether they do fo or not, they 
fhould (in default of the individual) be anfwerable to 
the officer for its payment; all matters and miftrefTes 
of families fhould in like manner be anfwerable for their 
fervants; and all keepers of lodging houfes, &c. for 
their inmates. 

" 5th. Thefe fums fhould be carried weekly to the 
general treafurer of the divijion^ who fhould give fuffi- 
cient fecurity for (he fame. 

« 6th. 
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" 6th, Out of this fund, every male, who is really in- 
capable of labour, (hould (by virtue of a certificate 
from the above officer) have a right to demand 
from the treafurer five (hillings per week for the firft fix 
months, (hould his illnefs laft fo long, and four (hil- 
lings per week after that period, until he again becomes ' 
capable of labour. 

" Every female fhould have a right to demand 
2s. 6d. per week for the firft fix months, and, after- 
wards 2s. per week, until (he was again able to work; 
(he (hould be entitled to four weeks full pay at every 
lying-in. 

u Every male above the age of fixty-five years, whe- 
ther capable of labour or not, (hould be entitled to 45. 
per week during life. Every female (hould, after the 
fame age, be entitled to receive 2s. per week during 
life. 

« 7th. Any perfon having three children under nine 
years of age, (hould be entitled to is. (yd. per week* 
until the eldeft (hould have attained the age of nine 
years ; and if he has more than three under that age, 
he (hould be entitled to is. 6d. per week for each, above 
that number; and if any one or more of his children 
fliould happen to be ideotick, infane, or otberwife fo for 
difabled either in body or mind, as to be utterly inca- 
pable of labour, each of them (hould be confidered'as 
under the age of nine years, and paid for accordingly. 

« If a mother (hould be left a widow, with three 
children under nine years of age, (he (hould be entitled 

to 
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to receive 5*. ; if with two children, 3*. ; and if with 
one child, ix. bd. per week; if with more than three 
under that age, is. far each above that number: it 
being admitted that all her time is taken up by three, 
and allowance made for it, but that (he is capable of 
looking after and taking care of a greater number. 
The wives of men ferving in the militia, and in the 
army or navy, fhould, during the abfence of their huf- 
bands, be confidered and provided for in all refpe&s as 
widows. 

tt If a child (hould be left an orphan under nine years 
of age, is. per week (hall be allowed from the fund for 
its maintenance ; if more than one of the fame family, 
ix. bd. per week for each, above that number. As 
tbere is probably no lefs friendfhip amongft the lower 
than amongft the higher orders of fociety, it would 
generally happen, that fome friend or relation of the 
deceafed would gladly take charge of the children, 
provided they could do fo without eflential lofs to 
themfelves : this regulation would effectually prevent 
that lofs, and to compenfate in fome degree, for the 
want of parental affedion, bd. per week more is al- 
lowed for the maintenance of an orphan, or a family 
of orphans, than for a child or family of children, 
who ftill retain their mother. If, however, any beings 
(hould be fo uncommonly unfortunate as not to be 
thus adopted, the officer above mentioned fhould be 
obliged to provide a receptacle for them, which he 
will always be able to do for the fum or fums above 

mentioned. 

« 8th. 
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« 8th- All children above nine years of age, if in 
health, (hould they have no parents, or their parents are 
not able to provide for them, be put out after the man- 
ner of parifli apprentices. 

" 9th. All perfons negleding or refuting to pay their 
contribution, (hould be committed to hard labour, in 
the houfe of corre&ion, for the fpace of ■ 

" ioth. If the fund (hould any time fall (hort of the 
neceffary demands upon it, the deficiency (hould be 
made up by a parifli rate, colleded in the fame manner 
as at prefent, but without any fenfe of obligation on the 
part of the multitude, (for there would be no poor) 
who (hould in all cafes receive their relief in the 

NATURE OF A DEMAND. 

" I ith. If the fund (as mod probably would happen) 
(hould increafe beyond the neceflary demands upon it, 
the furplus (hould on no account be diverted to any 
other purpofe than the benefit of the fubferibers. But 
when the price of grain exceeded that, which brings It 
eafily within the reach of the multitude, every perfon, 
who had three children, or more, under nine years of 
age, (hould have a right to demand fuch a fum, in 
proportion to the number of his family, as would re- 
duce the various neceflaries of life (taking wheat as a 
ftandard) to a moderate price : and indeed, I think, in 
all cafes, when the price of grain exceeds that propor- 
tion, at which the induftrious labourer can afford to 
come to market, found policy, as well as common hu- 
manity, requires that all large families (hould be entitled 

to 
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t<( receive fuch a fum as above fpecified, although it 
fhould be neceffary to colled a rate for the purpofe." 

This fyftem certainly would not apply in every 
infiance to Ireland; the rate would be nearly one 
half too high) and it would require feveral material 
alterations. The wives and children of militiamen are 
already provided for by a£fc of parliament, but an ex- 
cellent eftablifhment for the poor might be formed 
from the heads of thefe rules ; and, if fuch a modifica- 
tion was adopted, and the example fet by the proprietor 
of a , large eftate, making it a binding claufe on the 
refidents on his lands to obferve certain rules, the 
happieft confequences would doubtlefs be the refult, 
and would foon be generally followed. 

Sect. 5. Leafes. 

The manner, whereby tenements are holden, is by 
leafe, which is made either for a, certain term of years, 
moft generally thirty-one, or for lives, or for both. 
Twenty-one years, or a life, feems to be the favourite 
mode at prefent; thirty-one years, or three lives, is 
the more general and more ancient term, and fome 
hold for lives renewable for ever, paying a certain fum, 
renewal fine, on the fall of each life ; in fmall takes, 
this fine is equal to half a year's rent ; and, in larger 
ones, they amount to a pretty confiderable fum. Rents 
are, generally fpcaking, well paid ; on large properties, 

it 



31 STATISTICAL SURVEY 

it is always cuftomary to allow the tenant half a year's 
rent to trade on, intereft free, or what is termed, the 
back half year, that is, that he fliall not pay the rent 
was due at March, till the September following* and 
this to continue during the will and pleafure of the 
landlord. In fome inftances, it has held good during 
the leafe, but there are feveral examples, when it has 
been called in, that it has entirely ruined the tenant, 
who feldom has a provifion made ready for this demand. 
It thus would feem to be the intereft of the tenant, not 
to* be allowed this indulgence, which renders him the 
complete flave of his landlord, who can hold this threat 
in terrorem, having all the abfolute power of a tyrant, . 
which can be aflumed at pleafure; and, if there was an 
intereft in the leafe to the tenant, either by his improve- 
ments, or the encreafing value of land, how few of their 
flender capitals would be able to ftand the (hock of an 
ejedment for a year's rent. I only mention thofe pof- 
fibilities, which it might be wife to guard againft; I 
do not fay fuch is the motive with proprietors in grant- 
ing the indulgence, but I aflert, there are inftances 
where the tenant has been diftreffed and aggrieved, nay 
deftroyed, in being obliged to pay up his back half 
year's rent; and, let the motive be good or bad, or 
neceffitous or tyrannical, the confequence is the fame to 
him, which he dearly pays for. 



clauses, 
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v CLAUSES IN LEASES. 

To permit the landlord and his fervants to look for 
game, and to fearch for mines and minerals; making 
compenfation for damage. 

To referve to him all timber and royalties. 

The tenant to pay all taxes and cefles, made or to be 
made during his leafe. 

* Not to alienate, under penalty of double rent, or 
forfeiture of leafe. 

To perform rent and fervice at manor court. 

To grind corn at manor mill. 

The obliging the tenant to reftore the ftraw to the 
foil, would be a moft excellent claufe, that ought to be 
infifted on ; but the number of curious claufes we fee 
in Englifh leafes, would never apply here; fuch as 
reftri&ng the tenant to fell potatoes or hay; not to 
convert old pafture to tillage ; to take but three crops 
from the arable before it is let out to grafs; not to fow 
rape, hemp, or flax (as being exhaufters of land); the 

vol* n. c former 



* This feldom applies but in new leafes. where the pro- 
prietors are abfentees ; leafes made by refident proprietors 
liave feldom any other claufes, but thofe ufual between land* 
lord and tenant. If the rent and the renewal fines are paid, 
the tenant gets no trouble about any Other particular. 
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former of thcfc crops is confidcred by us as greatly to 
enrich ground; to feed and mow graft alternately, and 
numerous other reftri&ive claufes, which, in that land 
of liberty, are yet infifted on, with all the rigour of 
ancient and feudal tyranny. 



CHAPTER 



IMPROVED LIME KILN, 

INVENTED BY 

THOMAS JAMES RAWSON, ESQ^ 
OF CARDINGTON, 

IN THE 

COUNTY OF KILDARE. 

To face page 35— King's County Survey >. 




A lime kiln fhould be made as high as the Gtuation of the 
ground will admit ; 20 feet is better than 16, 30 better than 
20. The fides mould be perpendicular. The annexed view 
is for 20 feet high ; the proportions fhould vary with the 
height. At bottom a metal plate with holes, mould be placed 
fix inches above the lower part, to admit air, and for the 
(hovel to run on in drawing. 

The drawing part fhould be fix feet ; width, 8 feet ; per- 
pendicular fides, 14 feet ; on the head a cap is placed, formed 
like an extinguifher, brought to a hole at top of 1 2 inches 
diameter ; in the fide of the cap an iron door, with a latch is 
placed, to admit the charging the kiln, and to be kept clofe 
fhut. A kiln built on this plan will brun 9 barrels of lime 
for each of culm, and any fized (tones may be thrown in. 
Two aclivelabourers muft attend it. 
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CHAPTER V. 



IMPLEMENTS. 



BUT a few gentlemen have any improved imple- 
ments of hufbandry; thofe in general ufe are of the 
oldeft date, and badly calculated for their various pur- 
pofes. The length of s the beam in the plough is very 
diftreffing to cattle, and renders it unwieldy to the 
holder 5 indeed very little good ploughing is feen here. 
Their harrow is. always light and fingle. There are 
two excellent threfhing machines in the county, which, 
as well as other improved implements, will be defcribed 
where they apply, in the annexed tour. Coft of plough 
about i£ guinea, harrow 131., fac or fpade 3/. 9^,, 
(hovel 2x. 8£</., fork ix. 7^., rake lod* Thefe are 
the moft general implements of hufbandry, which they 
think are fully adequate to anfwer their various purpofcs. 
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CHAPTER VL 



INCLOSING FENCES, &C. 

AS improved husbandry is now the general concerp 
and purfuit with the gentry, fo in no inftance is it more 
obvious, than in their fences and inclofures, which they 
take great pains with* Their ditches are kept well 
(toured and quicked with one or two rows of quicks, 
plafhed and trimmed with judgment and neatnefs. The 
more general run of farms are tolerably fenced; 
the white-thorn grows to uncommon fize in fome of 
thefe foils, but the dykes are too little attended to, and 
they take no pains to lay or drefs the thorn. On 
church lands there is a total negleft of fences of every 
kind, as indeed there is of all improvement. 

Quicks are fold for three and four (hillings , the 
thoufand, which will plant about twenty perches ; the 
coft of ditching 14^. to ifUL per perch, fix feet deep, 
fix feet wide at top, and two feet at bottom. But, 
from the flovenly manner, in which the clay is thrown 
tip wet, in a great bank, it generally tumbles every 
rain. Tp avoid this, when the clay is wet, or muddy, 

or 
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or boggy, they fhould, after throwing up one or two . 
fpades depth of wet ftuff, let it remain till the water 
has drained off, pnd the clay grown hard and firm ; then 
throw up as much more, and leave it in like manner to 
dry ; by which means, it having time to harden before 
more moifture comes on it, it will neVer yield to the 
rain. The perpetual labour and repairs, which the 
other mode requires, is difcouraging to keeping their 
ditches in order. 



WALLS. 

Dry walls of ftone, (bdded at top, is another fence, 
which is durable when dafhed, and, when ftone is con- 
venient, is not very coftly ; about eight or nine perch, 
two feet and a half wide at bottom, reduced to eighteen 
inches at top, and fix feet high. But, as all handicrafts 
are more generally paid by the day for their labour, 
there are no regular prices for thefe different items. 

FENCES. 

In demefqe lands are all the various fences of nets, 
wicker work, funk fences, &c. ; but thefe are made 
more for ornament than ufe, and are expenfive, re- 
quiring conftant repair. In bogs, the ditches are 
planted at top, and have a dyke at either fide, and 
die brcaft quicked. This fcrves for a good fcreen, 

and 
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and throws up rapid {belter. In fine, they have all the 
requifite* and materials for the beft fences. Whiter 
thorn is naturally luxuriant, but their indolence in this 
improvement is very unpardonable, and their plenty of 
turf fuel flriuld be an argument for the care of their 
fences, as there would be fo little inducement for the 
Spoliation of hedges, when turf can be had at much left 
trouble and danger. 

OFFICES. 

There are fome good farm-yards in the county, but, 
in general, little attention is paid to this important 
concern. If cattle were houfed more, an iqimenfe 
quantity of manure might be fayed, and, where planta- 
tions are, a great deal of foil might be cut. Soil cattle, 
particularly at night, in houfes, and they amply repay 
your trouble with their manure. , 

There is very little to be recommended in the diipo- 
fition of offices, or inward convenience or neatnefs, ex- 
cept in thofe of fome gentlemen of fortune ; and, as 
improvement in agriculture is but in an infant ftate 
here, we cannot expeit its progrefs will be fo rapid as 
to work a fudden reform in its various dependencies, 
Thefe only follow urtiere capital is in hand, and ltith 
farmers muft be (hewn the way to grow rich, before 
ttefe fubfequent efe&s can be expefted. Want of 
capital, rather than, a want of fpiritof of induftry, Is 
the great impediment to our profperityi and tracing 

the 
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the cattle of this misfortune further, or to it* fcurce, 
ire find it proceeds from the landlord, in two refpe&s, 
either by fctting his land at Mo high a price, or to * 
man of ftraw, who only will give too great a rem ; oc 
by permitting hp immediate tenant to alienate, and thus 
it comes into the pofieffion of a man of ftraw* wheft 
whole time and exertions are inefficient to procure the 
rack rent it is fub}e£ted to; and were he but a daily k«* 
bourer* or a cottier, fpheres he Is bed calculated for, ho 
might be more happy and independent, and the land id 
the hands of thoft, who Would be able to do it juftice % 
and thus each individual, from the Lord » the peafant* 
would feel its good effecls, and with it, of courfe, o 
gradual progreft in national wealth and proQttrity. 



LtMBttONB GfcAVEL AS A MANURE, 



The fnoft general manure of this county, is limeftono 
gravel, for upland, and a gritty foil ; the influence thtt 
manure works is really furprUingi as I fliali {hew aa 
inftancc of juft now, and its acknowledged pre-emi* 
nence in the moors proves its extraordinary value. 
The beft kind is that clay, the quality of which is very 
calcareous, and of a mixture of white and yellow, feels 
heavy, eafily worked into putty, and thickly interfperfed 
With gravel> and both large and fmaU ftones; it moft 
generally is found in hillocks, or at the foot of hills, 

and 
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and has a ftrong fmell when turned up ; it is alfo very 
heavy, and will ferment with acids. Burning this 
gravel in heaps, with the paring of the moors, will 
produce an extraordinary crop, but then furface is not 
gained, which is fo very material in repreffing aquatic 
plants, which it is otherwife liable to* 

The incorporation of this gravel in the natural foil it 
the principal matter to be done, as it gives a confift- 
ency it cannot otherwife acquire, and the frequent fprink- 
ling the furface with this drefiing, after being got into 
grafs, and fed off, will be found particularly beneficial ; 
I am clear, and I am warranted in the aflertion, by the 
opinion of the moft fenfible and beft experienced prac- 
titioners, that moor reclaimed after this manner, having 
been previoufly drained and burned, has become the moft 
valuable, and in all feafons, the moft certain ground in 
the county, particularly for grafs or green crops. 

Lime, mixed with earth or bog fluff, is an excellent 
manure for the uplands. Indeed, bog fluff mixed with 
dung, is their more general compoft, or bog fluff folely. 
Limeftone gravel is now the favourite manure, and juftly 
fo ; its virtue is every where cohfpicuous ; but in high 
grounds, where the upper ftratusi is a deep limeftone 
bottom, there, bog fluff is the beft manure. 

ROADS. 

The regular breadth of county roads ought to be, at 
leaft, twenty-one feet, and in many inftances this is not 

complied 
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complied with. Roads are very numerous in confe- 
rence of the great tra&s of bog, which fo often 
iiiterfcft the country, but they are, frotri their num- 
bers, but in very poor repair; frequently being fo 
crofled by bog ftreams, they would require numerous 
bridges to be ere£fced> which would be an expence the 
county could not afford ; to remedy this, they lay pieces 
of~bog timber acrofs, and then cover them with hurdles 
and gravel, this tnuft confequently be dangerous, and 
in the barony of Geflrill, and part of Upper Philips- 
town, the negleft is ffaameful and highly reprehenfible ; 
where thefe kind of bridges fail, as is often the cafe, the 
road is impaJTablc for a carriage, and in travelling by 
night, many feriotrs accidents occur. Their cefs for 
roads and bridges is collected off the baronies, and in 
feme cafes off the county at large, but a material diffe- 
rence is apparent between the ftate of the Queen's 
county and here. Improvement and civilization are the 
concomitants with a refident gentry, which benefit a 
great tra& of that country enjoys. 

In beholding the great capabilities of the King's 
county, that are now lying dormant, a melancholy re- 
fledion occurs, that fuch fources of wealth fhould be 
-negledcd and almoft abandoned by their poffeflbrs, 
which, if brought into a£tion, would render this county 
valuable in every branch of hulbandry. , 



Mowing 
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MOWING, REAPING, AND THRESHING. 

Mowing is moft commonly engaged for by talk work r 
and the average price per acre is four {hillings, .with the 
allowance of milk or beer ; two mowers will cut above 
an acre per day. 

Reaping is paid for by daily hire, and varies from ten* 
pence to two fMlmgs per day, according to the de- 
mand for labour and diet is always included. 

Threfliing is paid for both by daily hire, and by the 
barrel, wheat, one (hilling ; oats, eight pence; bereand 
barley, ten pence. 

. WAGES, 

All other (pecies of rural work is engaged for by 
daily labour; rates of the county, cottiers wages, from 
four pence to eight pence per day; they pay for a houfe 
and acre of garden from twenty to fifty (hillings ; for 
a cow's grafs from twenty to forty (hillings ; and they 
are allowed to keep a pig, a calf, and poultry, which 
may be rated worth two guineas per annum. . 

The daily labourers, who are not cottiers, have none 
of thefe privileges, and are paid from ten pence to thir- 
teen pence, and fifteen pence per day, accordingly, as 
labour is in demand, fometimes with or without diet. 
Extenfive farmers have a number of labourers, called 
fervants, who are paid from four to eight guineas per 
annum ; they have lodging and diet, every day three 
meals, Sundays included ; this defcription of labourers 
are always unmarried, and are generally the moft handy 
and able lads, ufed to every kind of country work. 

Io 
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In diet is confidered meat two days in the week, this 
is always the fatteft bacon. 

Having now flcetched the general heads of rural bufi~ 
nefs and its relations, I proceed to a more minute de- 
tail, replying to thofe queries fuggefted by the Dublin 
Society, under a baronial return, in which they are re* 
gqlarly ranged. 



CHAPTER 



44 STATISTICAL SURVEY 



CHAPTER VII. 



BARONY OF CLONLISK. 



Sect. i. Agriculture. 



THE foil of this barony is of three kinds, limeftOne 
gravel, bog, and a gritty clay, rather cold and heathy, 
it is confequently eafily worked by cattle ; cottiers tillage 
is moft confiderable; their plough is drawn by two 
borfes ; fome of the gentry plough the moors with light 
heifers, but the two horfe plough is in more general 
ufe; their tillage has not been confiderable, and till 
lately, little more of each fpecies of grain fowed than 
anfwered home confutation ; but the high price of corn 
in latter years, has induced many to till, and they now 
fow a great quantity of barley, which fupplies two very 
extenfive diftilleries in this barony. Their courfe of 
crops commences with turnips, which gives their (beep 
green food all the winter; next potatoes and wheat; 
barley and oats are the laft crops, with which their 
ground is again let out into grafs. The heavy yoke, 
which is fo laborious to the hinder bullocks, is not ufetf 

here, 
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here, and the leaders fwindletrees are very light, and 
fupported by a bow from the neck of the hinder ones, 
yet this mode is capable of improvement, as being' not 
altogether free from unneceflary labour to the hinder 
cattle ; but there is very little ploughing vKth more than 
two heifers, or horfes ; the common IriCh plough, which 
is badly proportioned, the old harrow and fhort fpade, 
are their implements of hufbandry. Their corn is ge- 
nerally threflied by the flail. — Lewis, Efq. of 
Myrtle Grove, has ereded a threfhing machine, worked 
by four horfes, which threfhes and cleans fifty barrets 
per day, of oats, and proportionably of other grain ; it 
is after the Dublin Society's plan. As I have fpoken of 
Mr, Lewis, and am under the head of tillage, I mull 
not omit his great improvement and mode of reclaiming 
moor, on which he has fuccefsfully expended fome 
thoufand pounds; as alfo thofe of William Minchin, 
Efq. of Green Hills, who has a large trad of land in 
both this and the adjoining county of Tipperary. 
Thofe gentlemen have {hewn their neighbours the prac- 
ticability of making the choiceft meadow of the moors, 
which ftretch confiderably to the northward ; they be- 
gin by cutting drains about three feet deep, and eighteen 
inches wide, in dry frofty weather, and thefe trenches 
have a good fall ; they next (kin the furface pretty deep, 
and burn it in heaps, mix the aihes with a loamy lime- 
ftone gravel, which here is abundant, and of the very 
beft quality, being highly calcareous ; fow a crop of 
turnips and rye grafs about July ; this ground now be- 
comes 
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comes ''worth four guineas p?r acre> in one feafon, 
though ic never yielded fix pence value before; the 
lUccecdiag year it produces fine meadow, and the 
feed of the rye grafs pays very well $ if they are not 
anxious to have it in grafs fo foon, they give the ground 
the advantage of two or three fucceffive green cropfc 
which tillage and incorporation of coinpoft the moors 
certainly require; no land, after this procefs, yields 
more valuable meadow, and naturally throws up white 
clover, and fhamrock, in great abundance, and fliould it 
grow coarfe, has in itfelf an inexhauftible fource of 
manure, by burning again and tilling as before ; but it 
is to be obferved, this only is to be apprehended by too 
fiiddenly. letting out into grafs, for fhould it have the 
advantage of two or three vegetable crops, it never 
again returns to its original coarfenefs. I apprehend, 
were it frequently gravelled, after being reclaimed, it 
would be of the moft certain good effeft, as it is evi- 
dent, the warm quality of the limeftone beft agrees 
with the moor, and by frequent ftrata laid on, it ac- 
quires fuch a fteady confiftency, as would, doubtleft, 
infure its permanence. The diftilleries are the chief 
markets for their oats and barley; what little wheat 
they have is fold in Rofcrea and Nenagh. Their acre 
of oats yields ten barrels, and on an average of feven 
years back, was in value from five pence to eight pence 
per ftone, this year not included ; wheat acre from five 
to fix barrels, at thirty (hillings per barrel ; barley from 
ten to twelve, at fixteen and twenty {hillings per barrel; 

potatoes 
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potatoes average two pence per ftone* and no vegetable 
crop cultivated for winter food, but turnips. In the 
upper part of the barony* near Shinrone, their ground 
is firft broken for potatoes, where they fow no other 
vegetable crop, and lay down with wheat, which is 
here in more abundance, but as you leave Tipperary 
fide, the land becomes much lighter. 



MANAGEMENT OF SOIL. 

The foil of this country being peculiarly adapted 
to fheep walk* it ought therefore to be particularly our 
purfuit. Farms {hotiM be proportioned accordingly, in 
CKten&Y* walks, and the tillage principally confined to 
the moors: this would certainly infure a great portion 
of wafte to be reclaimed annually, and to be made the 
moft valuable and certain land, and the foil would, m a 
rapid procefc, be occupied by ftock, for which, in every 
paint of view, it feems particularly adapted; let your 
vegetable' crops have a due proportion of the Swedtffli 
turnip, which will ftand found and firm long after the 
common field turnip is rotten and deftroyed by the feve- 
*i*y of the weather \ bat be careful to fow it early, in 
May: in one refpe& only its management differs from 
the- common tuenip, that it is confiderably heavier and 
farmer, than any other kind. 

There is ample work for the peafantry, in the re~ 
cl»min$ of \*>g or moor, if to a fmall portion of upland* 

which 
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which might be let to them, they had a range of bog, 
for fo many years rent free, for die reclaiming of it, 
it would be a ftimulus to their improvement, which is 
fo peculiarly defirable in this country. 



Sect, 2. Pafture. 



Their pafture is rich, and taken much pains with, 
and their breed of fheep is very good, and confiderably 
improved; but in the upper part of the barony, the 
ftock has by no means fo good an appearance. Black 
cattle are alfo improving by the importation of Englifh 
bulls of a fine breed, but not in the fame proportion 
as the former ; much yet remains to be done by better 
attention to ftock, but at prefent the emulation is for 
the fineft fheep : their breed of horfes, near Tippe- 
rary county, is declining, as land is too valuable there 
to be appropriated to brood mares, but near Shinronc, 
they breed their own horfes, particularly for the faddle, 
and have a very fine kind in this vicinity. Rofcrea, 
and Nenagh, which are both fituate in the county of 
Tipperary, are their market towns, and extremelytwell 
fupplied, where alfo the farmer has a quick demahd for 
all his commodities. Their general price oj* fheep, 
when fhorn, is from twenty to forty (hillings. < The 
prices of black cattle are regulated by the price of 
beef in Cork and Limerick. Smithfield market regu- 
, lates 
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lates their Cheep and black cattle, in fpring. They fat- t 
ten their bullocks, on an average, but to five cwt; 
cows to four, and four and an half; when after the 
graft is confumed, they houfe the cattle and fepd with 
diftillery produce, which fupplies a good deal of ma* 
nure. Plough, and milch cattle are houfed from De- 
cember to May. The number of bullocks and cows, 
fattened in this barony, do not exceed one thoufand five 
hundred, but a great many of this number are flaugh- 
tered for home ufe, the country being much inhabited by 
gentry and wealthy farmers ; but the (heep, fent to 
Dublin and Limerick, exceed fifteen thoufand ; howe- 
ver, the exa& calculation of this cannot be formed, as 
fo many principal feeders here have farms in Tipperary 
alfo, to which their ftock is aften occasionally removed ; 
an acre of (heep walk would be well flocked with four 
(heep, five are now called a collop, and till lately, that 
denomination included feven. White clover and trefoil 
are natural to this foil, and luxuriant rye grafs, which 
has been introduced, agrees well with it, and as it. comes 
in fo early, is found very valuable ; it is made into hay 
with very little difficulty. Gentlemen farmers are now 
much in the habit of faving it green, after the Englifh 
fafhionj the natural grafs, being foggy and full of much 
herbage, is more tedious in its procefs, and requires 
much attention, in bad weather, to fave it at all ; but alt 
i$ tramped in the field till the harveft is got up. The 
produce of their dairies is no more than anfwers fami- 
ly qonfumption, they being entirely engaged in the feed- 
vol. 11. D ing 
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inglinc, and their cattle being fent alive from hence, 
occalions but a fmall fale of hides or tallow, at home. 
Their wool is very fine and excellent, and for thefe 
fome years paft is regularly advancing in value, and 
bears the beft price; it is now, previous to Ballinafloe 
fair, bought up from twenty to twenty-two (hillings the 
ftone, of fixteen pounds. The quantity fold is very 
confiderable, and purchafed by the manufacturers in 
€arrick-on-Suir, Limerick, or Cork, with whom they 
have a conftant trade. They generally ftone with two 
and an half fleeces, but, though this year's produce is 
efteemed light, Mr. Lewis, of Myrtle Grove, has 
ftoned with two fleeces only, from the Leicefterfhire 
breed. In the upper part of the barony, the pafture is 
but light, and formerly there were large dairies, but the 
high price of corn has induced the holders to till their 
land, which is principally under barley and oats, all of 1 
Which two large diftilleries, at Kilcommin, annually 
confume, and their wheat is fold at Mr. Doolan's milk, 
at Killoge, which are extenfive and breaft (hot, able to 
manufadure eight thoufand barrels annually. They 
buy in calves here, and fell out ac three years old, and 
this fucceffion is kept up. They have little upland 
meadow in this part, and 'tis tedious in faving; clover 
and trefoil are alfo natural, but not fo abundant. Im- 
plements of husbandry the fame throughout the barony. 
This foil is much better calculated for tillage than 
nearer Tipperary. Their wheat acre yields from five 
to eight barrels; oats ten to twelve; and barley twelve 

to 



OF THE KING'S COUNTY. yi 

to fixtcen. A very fine vein of ground is, however, in 
this neighbourhood, and not inferior to the beft in the 
county : the town land is called Curraghlanty, and is 
theeftate of Trinity College; 'tis farmed by Thomas 
Spunner, Efq. and Mr. Doolan, of Killoge, and well 
adapted for feeding, in parts of which are acres, which 
will fat a cow to fix or feven cwt. 



PLOUGH WITH HElFfiRS. 

• 

In the ploughing of the moors, procure light heifers, 
fpayed, they are beft adapted for this foil ; oxen are too 
tardy and heavy, and will fink ; horfes are too apt to 
bounce and pull unkindly, when the ground is not firm ; 
by yoking them from the forehead, they will do 
more work than horfes ; befides, they will confume con- 
fiderably lefs food, and two will, in general, plough the 
moors, four need never be exceeded ; they could eaiily 
be trained to be drove with reins, and the labour of a 
boy to drive them thus faved j this is pra&ifed with fuc- 
cefs, in parts of England, and alfo in France. If it 
was calculated, how much wafte land could be reclaimed 
in a year, by the labour of fc one man, we would be more 
fond of trying experiments to reduce labour ; thus the 
means of fubfiftence would be increafed, and with it 
population, which is the true and genuine riches of a 
nation* m . 

b 2 S^ct. 



S% STATISTICAL SURVEY 



Sect. 3. Farms. 



The fize of farms runs from ten to four hundred acres, 
formerly this country was let out in very large farms ; 
Mr. Lloyd, of Glofter, who many years reprefented this 
county in parliament, remembers about three thoufand 
acres of pafture, in pofleffion of four farmers, which 
are now let in above one hundred diftinfl plots, and all 
under tillage j gentlemen of fortune are nice and exa£t 
as to their offices. The tenants invariably repair their 
dwellings, and their leafes are for three lives or thirty- 
one years, except fome old leafes, which are let for ever 
at a low rent, and have become a ipore valuable eftate 
to the tenant than the proprietor; a farm with advantage 
pf up and low lands, would fet from thirty to forty {hil- 
lings per acre. All taxes and cdfles are paid by the 
tenants ; the proportion of plough cattle to the fize of 
ferms, i\ two horfes to twenty or thirty acres, but near 
a third of this is pafture and meadow, and the foil is not 
ftubborn; their tillage fields are from four to ten acres, 
generally, but the ftore paftures are of great extent, as 
a confiderable quantity is thrown into one walk. -The 
fences are ditches with white thorn hedges, which are 
pretty clofe and well kept. They drain their moors by 
redangular cuts, at fliort diftances, and cut off the 
fprings fffe&ually ; when the fides of this cut becomes 
firm, they fill it with ftones, and make ground over it. 

Bog 
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Bog fluff, mixed with lime, is very gtiod manure for the 
uplands; gravel and burnt beatin anfwers the moors ex- 
tremely well j little marl here, and when found, is very 
deep in the ground, and; in moory foils ; but limeftone 
gravel, of a loamy quality, anfwers every purpofe of ma- 
nure, and is in the greateft abundance. In the upper 
part of- the barony, farms are of fimilar description in 
fi$&e, bat the habitations of the peafantry are miferably 
poor indeed. 

In new leafes, they muft reftore the ftraw to the foil, 
and are reftrained from burning the furface, which an- 
fwers fo well both in up and low land, that they pay the 
forfeit, and find it ftill to their advantage. They are 
alfo prohibited from alienating under forfeiture of leafe; 
They never yoke but two head, of cattle in their 
ploughs, except wheat fallow. Their fields run from 
eight to twenty acres, except about Cangor and Cur- 
raghlanty ; fences are very indifferently attended to, and 
there is little or no improvement in the moors, if we 
except the reclaimed part of Derinclare bog, which has 
been brought to yield good meadow, by draining and 
gravelling only; gravel, bog ftuff, and lime mixed, ma- 
nure their upland potatoe ground, , 

TURNIPS. 

The great importance of preserving turnips for fpring 
food cannot be too much attended to, and by Towing a 
crop late in Auguft, they will remain good in the field 

till 
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fill the middle of May : the advantage of having turnips 
until the feed time is now univerfally felt, and acknow- 
ledged, and it may be acceptable to (hew the method of 
Giving them after turning out of the field, if the early 
crop fliould be fo abundant. 

Pitting them, like potatoes, well qovered with ftraw* 
before the clay is thrown over them, has been fuccefs- 
fully done ; but flacking them with dry ftraw has alfo 
been recommended ; one load of ftraw is fufficient for 
forty tons of turnips. The method is as follows, and is 
recommended by the Bath Agricultural Society. 

After drawing the turnips in February, cut off the 
tops and tap roots (which may be given to fheep) and 
let them lie a few days in the field, as no weather will 
hurt them. 

Then, on a layer of ftraw, next the ground, place a 
layer of turnips^ two feet thick, and then another layer 
of ftraw, and fo on alternately, till you haVe brought the 
heap to a point; dire muft be taken to turn up the 
edges of the layers of ftraw, to prevent the turnips 
from rolling out ; cover the top with long ftraw, and 
it will ferve as a thatch for the whole. 

In this method, as the ftraw imbibes the moifture ex- 
haled from the roots, all vegetation will be prevented, 
and the turnips nearly as good in May, as when firft 
drawn from the field. If ftraw be fcarce, old ftubbie, 
&c. will anfwer the feme purpofe. 

But the true method of fowing turnips, is to fow with 
the broad caft, and hoe twice at leaft, always giving the 

land 
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land a preparation of aihes, either burnt on the furface, 
or carted to it. The latter method will avoid the penalty 
of burning uplands. See next chapter, Mr. Darby's 
method of Cowing with the drill plough. 

The drilling turnips, as we lee from Mr. Young's 
Reports, in rows of four feet afiinder, and twelve inches 
from turnip to turnip, having twice horfe hoed, and 
twice hand hoed the crop, returned a produce fo con* 
fiderable as thirty-fix tons nine hundred weight per 
Englifh acre. 

Sect. 4. General Subjefts. 

This country is very populous; no uncommon 
thing for a poor man to have eight children. The late 
rebellion not having a&ually broken out here, may ac- 
count for the number of hands, which there is no want 
of in the harveft time ; and it is to the credit of the 
gentry, who did not defer t their habitations in this crifis, 
but, by a proper firmnefs, maintained their authority at 
home, and kept the ill difpofed in due order and regu- 
larity. Shinrone is the only town in the barony, and is 
the joint eftate of Sir Lawrence Parfons, Baronet, and 
John Lloyd, Efq. of Gloftcr; 'tis aptly fituate for 
trade ; had it but the advantage of inland navigation, I 
know of no country, that would be fo much benefited, as, 
for a want of competition amongft the corn buyers, the 
few, who purchafe, can regulate the prices to their own 

advantage, 
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advantage, and thus have an unfair monopoly by combi- 
nation. There were, till lately, two tan-yards, a malt- 
houfe, and diftillery in this town, but all are now unem- 
ployed. A claffical fchool has lately been opened by 
Mr. Carroll, fcholar of Trinity CoMege, Dublin. Here 
is a handfome church, attended by a numerous congre- 
gation, and a market-houfe, but no weekly markets 
held, though it has a patent for that purpofe. All the 
wheat of the country is manufactured at Killoge mills, 
and the two great diftilleries at Kilcommin confume 
the barley, and alfo the entire of the oats, which leaves 
little other provifion for the poor but potatoes. Dun- 
kerrin is a clean village, the eftatc of Thomas Rollefton, 
Efq. who is a very considerable landed proprietor. No 
fpecies of manufa&ure here, and the only public build- 
ing is a good church; 'tis four miles diftant from 
Rofcrea. Moneygall, about two miles further, is the 
eftatc of William Minchin, Efq. of Green Hills, and 
borders the county of Tipperary, but, like Dunkerrin, 
is of inconfiderable extent. Kilcommin is another vil- 
lage, the eftate of Jackfon Ray Atkinfon, Efq. of 
Cangor, and has two very extenfivc diftilleries : Mr. 
George Smith, and Mr. Davis, the proprietors. For- 
merly there were tan-yards in this village, but now ne- 
gle&ed. Brofna is a very mean village, which gives 
name to the beautiful river, that waters it; 'tis the 
eftate of John Lloyd, Efq. of Glofter. The habita- 
tions of the lower order throughout the barony are 
mean and indifferent; in many places, but hovels co- 
vered 
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vered with fods and bog-rufh, but turf fuel is plenty 
and very cheap. Their food, potatoes, and they have 
but little oatmeal or milk. Cloathing, coarfe frizes 
and ftufls. Coft of potatoes, generally from 31. 6d. 
the barrel of twenty-four ftone, to 51.; and of oatmeal, 
from 12 s. to 16/. per cwt. Clothing, fince the com- 
mencement of the war, rifing every year. The more 
wealthy formers live well, but dirty, and they all refiife 
to inhabit dated houfes, many of which have, been 
ereded by the gentry, and are very ornamental to de- 
mefnes, but that is all their ufe, as they prefer their 
clay huts. The peafantry are extremely illiterate, yet 
in due obedience to the laws. The cottier pays for a 
cabin and an acre of ground, thirty (hillings, the like 
fum for the grafs of one cow, and he has fixpence per day 
through the year, and eightpence if no grafs. If he has 
none of thefe advantages, he is termed a fpalpeen; his 
wages are ninepence in winter, and a (hilling in fum- 
mer. The ufe of fpirits is rapidly declining, and ale 
or ftrong beer the fubftitute. The roads are in tolerable 
order, but have been greatly negle&ed fince the rebel- 
lion ; and the bridges are very narrow, and /o low, as 
to caft much back water on the adjoining meadows. 
The bridge of Shinrone is very bad, and fo remarkably 
low, and ill conftru&ed, as leaves it a public nuiiance, 
which ought to be redrefled by the county. Mr. Atkin- 
fon, of Cangor, is, I have fince heard, rebuilding it at 
his private expence. When an individual (hews futh 
fpirited exertions, he will doubtlefs meet the fupport, 

as 
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as he deferves the thanks, of all his neighbours. No 
appearances of mines or minerals, nor are there any 
fifheries, or navigation. , The charter fchool, near 
Dunkerrin, is well attended to; 'tis a ftrong building, 
on an eminence over the village, and, fliould occafion 
require, would make a good ftand for a garrifon, as 
being admirably fituated to make effe&ual refiftance. 
The land proprietors are fond of improvement, and re- 
siding at home. Clonmel, Limerick, and Waterford 
bank notes are current for 35. gdi^ 6s.> 9*., and up- 
wards, as are ail Dublin notes; but for fome years little 
fpecie has appeared. Through this barony are found 
no manufacturers, but a few ferge weavers. The 
women fpin much worfted, and fell it to the manufac- 
turers in Rofcrea, but this country has great advantages 
for a profperous woollen fa&ory, as every requifite is on 
the fpot ; the want of a market is indeed a principal ob- 
ftacle, for, fince premiums have been difcontinued at 
Maryborough in the Queen's County, the county, 
though never but in a (mall degree engaged in manufac- 
ture, has evidently felt the lofs. Killoge mills are the 
only bolting mills in the barony, in the upper part of 
which there are fome good mill-fites, and abundance of 
water ; but near Tipperary county they have no good 
falls, and but one very indifferent fite, near Myrtle 
Grove, where flood a grift-mill, now in ruins. I do 
not find, that any plantations were made here in ex- 
pectations of premiums from the Dublin Society, but 
the country has a good appearance of timber, and gen- 
tlemen 
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flemen have now their own nurferies, and plant their 
demefnes well ; near Dunkerrin are alfo two nurferies 
for fale. The borders of this barony, next Tipperary, 
are very well wooded, and have a beautiful appear- 
ance. The foil of the whole country is favourable for 
trees; at Cangor is a fine wood, moftly oak, within 
the demefne, and covers above one hundred and fifty 
acres. The timber is excellent, and very grofs, fit for 
any uft; a good deal is felling, and the lime-tree is 
found to be durable for outfide work, and is very abun- 
dant here ; it alfo works well for furniture, and takes a 
beautiful dye. The prices of oak of the beft quality 
3*. 6d. per foot, inferior 2s. id., beech arid elm 2x. bd.\ 
fir and larch is. 6d.; oak-bark ten guineas per ton, and 
a great demand for timber of all forts, as the country is 
fo very populous, but, excepting at Cangor, it is not to 
be purchafed in the barony. This demefne is very fine, 
being planted in avenues, has not the moft modern 
appearance; if is extenfive and well indofed. The 
ground is of a good foil, and fit for any purpefe; 
the meadowing is well worth eight guineas per acre, 
and the adjoining moors are eafily reclaimed, and, when 
they have been burnt, are richly fpread with clover and 
trefoil, which are naturally produced. This place was 
remarkable for fine fruit and orcharding, and (hews the 
great attention of experienced Englishmen, who con- 
ftantly had it in care. The eftate has but lately come 
into the poffeffion of Mr. Atkinfon, the prefent pro- * 
prietor, who (hews a corre& and elegant tafte in the 

valuable 
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valuable improvements he has in hands ; nor is he lef$ 
attentive to the comforts of his tenants, for whom he 
has built neat and warm houfcs, and voluntarily raifed 
their daily wages three-pence per man. The children 
here are conftantly employed; induftry and content 
feem to prevail together. An elegant manfion is now 
ereding on the ruins of the old caftle. Here is alfo a 
hop-garden, which has received the Dublin Society's 
premium ; it is now little more than one acre in extent, 
but in fine condition, and has before now yielded 
twenty-fix hundred weight of hops ;. then it was more 
extenfive, but now generally the crop does not exceed 
twelve, the laft year the produce was but four hundred 
weight. The old plants are at irregular diftances, but 
the late ones are about eight feet fquare afunder. Mr. 
Atkinfon has very judicioufly introduced one pole in 
the centre of each fquare, and brought the runners 
from the four to embrace it, by which means that, which 
was too confined, clofe, and mufty, has now the advan- 
tage of the air and fun ; it altogether has a very good 
appearance. This garden yields hops of the very beft 
quality, but, unfortunately for this country, its na- 
tives are too fond of giving a preference to every 
thing foreign, and depreciating our own produce, 
which, on a fair inveftigation, will be found, in many 
particulars, no way inferior to thofe articles we import. 
A remarkable inftance of this fatality, and our own ob- 
ftinate credulity, will be feen in the following anecdote. 
A crop of thjs garden was fome years ago offered for 

fate 
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fide to a neighbouring brewer, at a price for inferior, 
nearly one-half, to the current rate of Englifh hops : 
the brewer refufed to buy, except on ftill more depre- 
ciating terms, and, very properly, the impofition was 
not fubmitted to. The hops were afterwards purchafed 
by a wholefale merchant in Dublin, who, on examining 
their quality, found them no way inferior to thofe im- 
ported, and being an honeft man, and a lover of his 
country, he paid the fame price a* for that feafon's 
, Englifh ftock. A bag of hops was purchafed from this 
merchant by the fame country brewer, (as he thought, 
EngliCh,) a fam pie of which he brought to Cangor, 
boafting of their fuperior quality ; but, on emptying the 
bag, a pen-knife of Mr. Atkinfon's, on which his name - 
was engraved, was found in .it, which had been loft in 
the packing, and clearly, proved this to be the identical 
hops, which the brewer had refufed at half their value, 
and had then purchafed at the. higheft. rate. On trial, 
he acknowledged his error, and gave them the beft pof- 
fiblechara&er,> which they have ever fince maintained. 
In vain will' be the patriotic exertions of the Dublin 
Society, who -even bribe us to our own intereft, if we 
thus continue blind to, and undervalue thofe bleffings, 
which Providence has fhowered on us in abundance, 
and given us every pbffible means of bringing to per- 
fe&ion. 

I have not feen drill potatoes any where in fitch per- 
fection as at Cangor; the drills are much wider afunder 
than ufual, and. are twice moulded with a two-horfe 

plough ; 
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plough ; previous to earthing, the plough is run up the 
drill without a moulding-board, to loofen the foil, which 
is left fo fome days, that the weeds may wither; a 
moulding board is then affixed to each fide of the plough, 
one journey completes a fide of each drill ; 'tis regu- 
larly and carefully done, and looks exceedingly well, in 
this barony the boggy moors only are wafte ground, 
and all the lime for manure is burnt with turf. For- 
merly rape was fown for the (ce6, but, for want of 
buyers, it is now difcouraged. If a rape-mill was 
eftabliflied, much rape would be fown, as the foil is pe» 
culiarly favourable for it : there have been inftances, 
when good feed could not bring tos. per barrel of feven- 
teen ftone; but the greateft difcouragement is the 
want of a navigation, which would remove every ob- 
ftacle, that is now in the way of furthering the agricul- 
ture of this country. 

Frankfort, the feat of Mr. Rollefton, is contiguous 
to Dunkerrin; 'tis rather antique, but a very ftrong fituan 
tion, extremely well inclofed, and defended with a regular 
fortification, foffe, and draw-bridge. The adjoining 
parks are fine ground, and here the fpirtt of improve- 
ment is by no means dormant. This gentleman ba$ 
another feat at Silver Hills, about four miles diftant* 
The manfion-houfe of Green Hills is fituated on the 
very verge of the county; 'tis quite modern, elegant, 
and fpacious, and the demefoe is highly ornamented 
with fine timber. There are feveral other very neat 
demefiies and valuable improvements in this neighbour-* 

hood, 
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hood, amongft which we may rate Mr. Minchin's, of 
Buflitown, Mr. Percy's, of Ballintemple, Mr. Pep- 
per's, near Moneygall, and Mr. Lewis's, of Myrtle 
Grove. With thefe two latter gentlemen experimental 
forming has had much elucidation, and their improve- 
ments are (hewn to an happy effed. The demefae of 
Glofter is very extenfive, but low and flat ; the man- 
lion is not very modern, and the parks are well wooded. 
I have never ken an inftance of fuch a rapid growth of 
timber as was fhewn me by Mr. Lloyd, in the lawn 
juft before the houfe. The river Brofna waters this 
demefne, but flowing through fo flat a country, it very 
often overflows its banks, and does considerable da- 
mage : the ground throughout is rather light, but ex- 
cellent for rearing (beep. Knocknamafe, or Golden 
Grove, the elegant feat of J. Vaughan, Efq. is by 
far the fineft demefne in the barony. The timber is 
beautifully difpo&d, and gives the richeft appearance to 
this part of the country; the inequality of the ground 
is ftrikingly pi&ureique, and the moft correct tafte dif- 
played through all the improvements. At Mount 
Eaton, the feat of J. Armftrong, Efq. is another 
charming demefne, poflefled of every advantage, which 
can be feen in an inland country, and highly ornamented 
by the moft modern and elegant improvements. 

The whole of the barony, indeed, is extremely well 
inhabited by a fpirited and wealthy gentry, who are all 
actively employed in the. moft material point, there- 
claiming 
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claiming of their moors. 'Tis really furprifipg (hey 
have not been foongr taken in hands ; the whole ex- 
pence of reclaiming an acre amounts but to 7/., which 
one year's- meadow would well repay ; and every where 
in the very midft of thefe moors, nature has kindly 
thrown hillocks of the gravel, with which they are 
manured at fo trifling an expence, and fuch a great and 
certain profit. The gentry alfo take much pains to in- 
ftil habits of induftry into the peafantry ; the labourers 
are rather flothfully inclined, and not without much dif- 
ficulty, and the belt ftewarding, will they do the 
_ bufinefs of their employers. 

The Englifh language is fpoken by all forts ; but the 
peafants, when converfing together, fpeak in their native 
tongue only. Grain, flour, . butter, potatoes, and all 
articles but liquids, are fold by the ftone of fourteen 
pounds each, and. a barrel of oats is only confidered to 
contain twelve ftone weight. In the moors are feveral 
chalybeate fpas, of a ftrong mineral tafte, and have a 
conftant fcum, like iron ore; (hould this fcum remain 
on linen, it retains a hue like an iron-mold : they are 
ftrongly impregnated with fulphur, as they change filver 
to a deep black, and, if fpirits are mixed with thefe 
waters, they (hew the like colour ; they are efteemed 
wholefome, but no medical ufe. known. This barony 
runs to within a mile and a half of Birr, and is divided 
from Ballibrit, in which bardhy that town is fituated, 
by a fmall ftream, and not by. the Brofna, as has been 

erroneoufly 
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erroneoufly dated. In this country are feveral Danifh 
raths, a noted one of which,, in the p?rifh of Finglafs, is 
called Wolfe Hill, near to which is a pafs through a 
bog, formerly thickly wooded, called Bloody , Togher, 
from the mafiacre of a large party of King William's 
foldiers in this defile, by the O'Carrolls, who. were here 
the ancient clan. BendufF mountain*, in the county of 
Tipperary, and on the borders of this, has an iron mine, 
but was not worked thefe thirty years, paft ; 'tis paf- 
turage aliuoft to the wmmit, which is boggy. At 
Shinrone are veftiges of fome places of cqnfideraWe 
ftrength, with the ruins of a watch-tower pn, an artifi- 
cial eminence, at fome diftance, but I caqno.t learn any 
hiftorical tradition of it; and in the neighbourhood are 
alfo ftrong circular buildings, all fituate on gravelly 
hills, which arc rapidly undermining* they \yere coii r 
verted into cock-pits long fince, but all are now in 
ruins. The old caftle of Cangor was noted for (landing 
a long and obftinate fiege to the Irifh army, but th^ 
brave garrifon was hafely betrayed, and, with the caftle, 
burnt by the barbarians. . . , 

Rathmore Caftle, or the great fort, near to which is 
the feat of George Synge, Efq., which he farms from 
Mr. Weftenra, was a (dace of firft rate importance, and 
great ftrength, and is of the moft antique appearance J 
have feen. The walls of this fort were, ye^y lofty* and 
encircled two acres of ground, on which ftood four 
great towers of defence, at equal diftances, and again 
four lefler watch towers, and a deep foffe furrounded 

vol. ix. e the 
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the whole . The floors of the caftle wferc not arched* 
but made of timber, nor were the walls well built or 
flrong, quite inferior to all the other caftles, with 
Which this country abounds, but the fortifications were 
by far the moft considerable, and flood in fuch an ad* 
vantagious pofition as could not be outflanked. The 
greater part of this circular wall has been pulled down 
by Mr. Syngt, and the foffe filled up to give place to 
more modern improvements. This gentleman has had 
the Dublin Society's premium for twenty-five acres of 
plantation, but the foil feems very unfavourable to the 
growth of any foreft tree, except the Scotch fir* which 
is vigorous. The oak is hardy, but having been cut down 
at three years old, to fwell the trunk, it has yet a chance 
Of thriving; within a year or two hfence a better judg- 
ment can be formed of the probable fuccefs of this 
plantation, which, at prefent, cannot well be determined 
6n. In the near approach to the houfe, which is 
planned with much tafte, the young trees are very 
healthy, but the inequality of the ground here favours 
them with a (belter, which the more diftaiit ones cannot 
poflefs, but are fituate on a very bleak and expofed af- 
pea. 

At Killoge is a very powerful threfhing machine, 
tyorked by water, and erefted after the Society's plan ; 
'tis equal to thfefh and clean, daily, feventy barrels of 
oats, and fifty of wheat. 

' 1 have not feen in this barony any field-peas, beans, or 
vetches, and but one field of clover, which Mr. Doolan, 

of 



OF THE KING'S COUNTY. ty 

of Killoge, informed me, was laft year flocked with 
thirty fheep to the acre. This gentleman is a very ex- 
ten five farmer ; he has feldom lefs than one hundred 
acres of wheat, and fifty acres of other grain; befides, 
he fattens above one hundred cows annually, to an ave- 
rage of fix cwt. His feeding ground is of excellent 
quality, and extends from near Shinrone to the bounds 
of this barony on Tipperary fide, the eftate'of Trinity 
College, as already fpoken of. 

The old caftle of Clonlifk gives name to the barony, 
but I cannot learn any thing remarkable of it, nor the 
many others with which this county abounds. Near 
Dunkerrin is the old caftle of Rathnaveouge, once a. 
place of great note in this county. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



BARONY OF BALUBRIT. 



Sect. i. Agriculture 

THIS barony is north and eaft of Clonlifc. The 
foil is of two kinds, a light gravel, and a ftiff clay ; 
two horfcs plough the former, but they yoke four in 
deeper ground : horfes and oxen are both ufed indif- 
criminately. The courfe of crops of thbfe, who feed 
fheep, commence with turnips, to provide their winter's 
green food, next potatoes, followed by oats or bere, 
with which they again let out. I find they all harnefs 
their cattle as their Clonliflc neighbours, except one 
gentleman, Jonathan Darby, Efq. of Leap Caftle, a 
confiderable landed proprietor ; he ploughs with oxen, 
and his peculiar method of yoke well deferves atten- 
tion. The attire of the ox, in this novel fyftem, is very 
fimple, and is particularly defcribed in the annexed plate. 
The cattle are very eafily broken in to this method, and 

ftep 



YOKE FROM THE HORN. . 
To face page 68 — King's County Survey, 
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Fig. i. This Yoke confifts of a flat piece of a(h, about eight 
inches wide in the middle, aqd reduced to about three inches 
at the ends, (falling off like the handle of a battledore,) and 
is proportioned in length to the fize of the ox, the object 
being juft to clear his fides from the traces, or chains, by 
this is meant the diftance between the letters, A. A. Thifr 
board is lined with woollen cloth, and (luffed with hair. To 
an iron ftaple affixed at either end is hooked a long trace or 
chain, which reaches from the extremities of the fwindle- 
tree : it muft be obferved, that the draught is confequently 
from the neck, where the ftrength of that animal prevails* 
and not at all from the "horns, to which the board is only 
(trapped, to prevent its falling off; fo that the ox, rather 
pufhes than pulls in this yoke. For further particulars, and ex- 
periments, See King's County Reports, Chapter 8, Barony 
of Ballibritt. 

Fig. 2. Reprefents the back-band for the horn yoke, the 
infide is (luffed with hair, the circles at A. are plates of iron, 
nailed to the wood, which is of afh, 14 inches long, and 37 
broad, concaved within, to lie acrofs the back of the ox : 
from either end hangs a chain of 5 links, to which the traces 
are hooked up. 
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ftep out very free and light', though feverely prefled, 
to prove the experiment, on a broiling Cummer's day, in 
a very heavy fallow, and up hill for a long pull, .with 
the coulter buried to the beam, they worked quite eafy, 
without puffing or Idling. the tongue, which would have 
feverely diftrefled the very beft trained and ftrongeft 
bullocks, if yoked in the ufual way from the fhoulder* 
When four oxen are yoked, the draft is in like manner, 
with long traces, and thofe of the leaders, are fupported 
by a ftrap acrofs the (houlders of the hinder oxen : care 
muft be obferved in the choice of cattle for this 
mode, that their horns (hall be . curved, and point- 
ing upwards, fo as not to interfere with the chain 
or trace, and moft oxen have their horns naturally of 
this (hape. This plan has been purfued by Mr. Darby 
thefe fome years pad, with great fuccefs, and he is fcn- 
Able of its pre-eminence, as are indeed all his neigh- 
bours* Here is a ftrong inftance of the partiality of 
the Irifli to their old cuftoms; 'tis allowed, by this me- 
thod, more work can be done, with lefs expence of 
tackling, and far lefs labour to cattle ; and although the 
neighbouring farmers have been prefled and invited to 
adopt it by Mr. Darby, it is to no effecft. I cannot 
approve of the reafon the gentry give for not purfuing 
it; they fay, their ploughmen will not come into it; but, 
if they are not poffeffed of fufficient authority to order 
their work to be done after their pleafure, I would re- 
commend the trial of a pecuniary reward, which, I 
dare lay, would have the defired cffefr 

Mr, 
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Mr. Darby admits he took the hint from a French 
publication on agriculture. I believe it was after this 
plan, Lord Shannon firft introduced the yoke from the 
forehead in this country, but then there was but one 
forehead-board for two oxen, and the long chain was 
hung from its centre, and except they both pulled keenly 
together, the fmalleft deviation threw all the draft ad 
one bullock ; but Mr. Darby has evidently improved 
ft> by giving to each beaft a feparate yoke, as is repre- 
fented in the plate. 

This gentleman has alio an excellent threfhing ma* 
chine, on a large fade, and ieveral of the improved im- 
plement of hufbandry.; he fows all his grain in drills, 
with Cooke's patent plough, and has a peculiar method 
of fowing turnips: having the feed previously mixed 
with afhes, it is put in the hopper of the plough, and 
they fall together in the drill ; this anfwers extremely 
well, as an abundant crop is produced from the afhes, 
which is only had elfewhere by burning the furface, but 
here four horfc-load of afhes to the acre will be foil Ef- 
ficient, and, at the fame time, the ground is enriched,' 
not only by the introduction of the afhes,, but by the 
dung of the fheep, which feed on the turnips i add to 
this, the advantage of fallowing between the drills, 
which next feafon becomes new ground, to begin with 
again ; for with this plough fhe drills are formed with a 
mathematical exa&nefs. A conception may be had of 
this admirable experiment, by iixty cart-loads of tur- 
nips having been pitted from a field containing five 

acres, 
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acres, and a Kill fufficioncy afterwards was left to 
feed three hundred (beep for fevcn weeks. Very little 
rape is Town* turnips are the principal green food ; with 
this plough but ten ftonc of oats, ten ftone of wheat, 
and two pounds of turnip are fown to the acre; the 
wheat acre will produce five barrels, on an average, oats 
eight to ten, barley twelve, potatoes about fixty barrels 
of twenty ftone. 

HOLLOW DRAINS. 

Thefe drains have been found very ferviceable, foon 
making a wet fpongy foil dry and found,, and able to 
bear any cattle in the winter. A drain is cut about two 
feet and a half deep, inclining to a flope at both fides 
downwards, from eighteen inches at top to fix inches at 
bottom; this trench is filled with the largeft ftones, 
forced in between the fides of the drain, and covered in 
with' paving ftones, then a layer of brufh-wood, &c. to 
fupport the clay, and about twelve or fourteen inches 
from the furface, over which is thrown the clay, that 
was dug out of the drain. This method is effectual, 
and, where ftones are eafily had, is very cheap. 

S*CT. a. Pqflurf* 

Thuie pafture is every where light, and only fit for 
(heep, except thofe few reclaimed parks contigypijs to 

goattanea's 
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gentlemens' feats, amongft which Mr. Darby's are coil- 
fpicuous, and will fat cows to five hundred weight* 
Some attempt to fatten bullocks, but, it is prefumed, to 
very .bad account; young ftore cattle will anfwer for 
this foil, and are confiderably fed here. The breed of 
(beep is much improved by the admiffion of Mr. Dex- 
ter's Lcicefterihire rams, which are hired here every 
feafon. Black cattle are likewife improving, but horfes 
in a greater proportion. Some Curragh ftallions, of the ' 
bcft blood, have been purchafed here, and, with a draft 
mare, will produce excellent cattle for the carriage or 
(addle. Waterford and Cork markets regulate their 
prices of black cattle, and Smithfield thofe of their 
fheep. They houfe all the winter, and feed with hay 
and bran when cheap. White clover is natural, and 
rye-grafs has been latterly fown, and greatly approved 
of. Their mode of hay-making is generally briflc, but 
all tramped in the fields, except at Leap, where the 
grafs cocks are invariably drawn into the haggard. 
Meadows are ufually (hut up the twenty-fifth of March, 
and mown on the firft of July. Their dairies few; but 
towards the Sleive Bloom mountains,, reclaimed dairy 
ground is very productive of a dry year*. Their hides 
and tallow, which are only produced from home con* 
fumption, are fold in the neighbouring towns, and their 
wool is bought by Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir manu- 
facturers, at the beft prices, as the quality is excellent. 

LUCERNE. 

* From the extreme coldnefs of this gritty foil, it is only 
favourable to grafs in a very dry feafon. 
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LUCERNE. 

This foil would anfwer well for lucerne, where it is 
a Tandy loam, if fowed in drills, and would be a moft va- 
luable fubftitute for hay : the drills (hould be about ten 
or twelve inches afunder 5 for two years or three it will 
be efiablifliing its root, and in that time requires nice 
hulbandry, and clofe attention to hoeing ; it will then 
become fo very luxuriant, that one acre of it will fup- 
port five horfes for the half year, with a tenth of the 
hay they would otherwife require, and it would be high- 
ly profitable for ewes and lambs, early in fpring. This 
moft valuable grafs is now cultivated in every part of 
England, though with us it is not yet known; it will 
laft for many years, and is of the greateft importance, 
as when the natural and other artificial grafles are burnt 
up in a fcorching fummer, it will be found particularly 
ferviceable. 



Sect. 3. Farms. 



Their farms are from ten to one hundred acres, ex- 
cept ,fome few extenfive graziers. The houfes and 
offices of the gentry are neat, but the farm houfes and 
cottiers huts are as miferable as elfewhere. .On Mr. 

Darby's 
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jDarby's eftate, however, they have comfortable dwellings, 
which the tenants are made to keep* in good repair. 
Leafes run more generally for three lives than thirty- 
one years. On this eftate no alienation of tenantry is 
permitted,, which in the late rebellion had the bappieft 
a,nd moft obvious effect ; as the landlord remained fe- 
cure at home, furrounded by a tenantry pf his own imp 
mediate choice, and they mutually defending each other. 
Tenants pay all taxes ; and two horfes, or oxen, are 
proportioned to a tillage farm of twenty acres. Fences 
are white thorn, with a ditch, and the hedge rows are 
well kept, with the admiffion of air to the bottom of the 
hedge. This barony is hilly, and moftly upland, run* 
nine into the Slieve Bloom mountains. The moors are 
of fmall account in the general proportion, and reclaim- 
able by draining, gravelling, and burning : the moun- 
tains, when burnt and gravelled, will fet for twenty 
(hillings per acre, down the hill ; bog fluff, mixed with 
lime, and corn gravel, their manures; the latter is 
preferred to ftable dung,.confequently they fell as much 
ftraw as they can. On the banks of Knockarley /ivcr, 
near Leap, marie is in abundance, tis foundfto affift til- 
lage ground, but injurious to pafture; when mixed 
with acids it yields an ebullition. The peculiar excel- 
lence of corn gravel on this foil, is very obvious. I . 
have feen a farm of a gritty foil, that fwallowed great 
quantities of ftable dung for feveral years, in the vain 
hope of producing corn, and the following experiment 
was tried, which fully anfwered : they began by Cowing 

potatoes 
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potatoes' on the lay, with dung, and after being dug 
out in November, die ground was covered with lime- 
ftone grave), and the following year yielded a ftcond 
crop of potatoes, afterwards two fine crops of bere, and 
(even fucccffivc crops of oats, which, when let out into 
grafe, produced naturally white clover and (bamrack in 
the greateft abundance : it may be argued, that from 
the great quantities of dung, the proof .was in the 
ground; but certainly no manure yet difcovered wiU 
anfwer a gritty foil fo well as the loamy limeftone 
gravel. This form wa? all upland grit, and the farmer, 
who manufa&ures it, has tried feveral experiments in 
manures, and has found this only fucceed as I have 
dated. 

* 

Hoas. 

Where the peafantry are fo fond of rearing hogs, and 
their rent being in a great meafure dependant on them, 
it may be proper to have the value of clover mentioned, 
which could be had on fuch eafy terms ; a fmall plot of 
clover ought to be fown in every fmall farm, for there 
is no fuch thing as a former without a cow or a pig, for 
either of which the foiling with the grafs will be found 
wholefome and nutritious : half a rood of clover would, 
in the fpring of the year, when provifions of all kinds 
are moft fcarce and dear, fave half the price of the pig, 
which the poor man expends in bran or food for it. 

Hogs 
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Hogs will ftand on this feeding, even all the fummer, 
and will foon have firm flefli afterwards, by getting raw 
potatoes, and it would be. particularly ferviceable to 
land, where they are in numbers, to fold it off with 
them ; hogs will fat as quickly on clover as on any food, 
and will improve rapidly : carrots are alfo particularly 
nutritious to them, and will make their fled as hard 
and firm as potatoes when given raw. 



Sect 4. General Subjefts. 



This country is by no means fo populous as Clonlifk, if 
we do not take into account the inhabitants of Birr or Par- 
fan's town, which is by far the largeft in the county » here 
are breweries, diftilleries, malt houfes, cloth and ferge 
manufactories : it has an excellent market, is alfo a poft 
town, and has a barrack for two companies of foot j it 
is on the eftate of Sir Lawrence Parfons, Bart.; for- 
merly it was called Parfon's town, and is adorned with a 
fine caftle, at the weftern extremity, where Sir Lawrence 
refides, and around which is a charming demefne. This 
caftle was befieged by General Sarsfield, but not car- 
ried ; at the eaftern end of the town, in the centre of a 
fquare, ftands a ftone pillar, which wasere&ed in the year 
1747, in the Doric order, on the top of which is placed 
a pedeftrian ftatue of a late Duke of Cumberland, in 

Roman 
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Roman {iabit; the ftatue is of lead, and the whole en- 
circled with a dwarf wall, and has a fpacious area. 

There is no other town in the barony. At Drumoyle, 
which is four miles from Birr, are the ruins of a village, 
the eftate of Mr. Vaughan, of Golden Grove : Leap, 
which is two miles further,' is a neat village, the eftate 
of Mr. Darby, who refides in the ancient caftle of the 
fame name, to which he has added two elegant wings, 
and from the rere of the caftle they have a moft beauti- 
ful and grand appearance ; the Gothic and modern fttle 
of archite&ure are blended with tafte and elegance j this 
is an exceeding ftrong pafs, but the adjacent hills com- 
mand the caftle, and are nearly within half muflcet (hot. 
This caftle is built on the declivity of a hill, and com- 
mands an extenfive profpeft from the rere. The 
walls of the caftle are very ftrong, above fourteen feet 
thick, which have been pierced in the late improvements, 
and a very elegant fpacious Gothic window introduced. 
'Fuel is cheap and plenty in this country, but it is 
light and fuzzy; food of the peafantry, potatoes, oats 
and wheat-meal ; their general coft regulated by 
Rofcrea market, and latterly much cotton goods are worn 
by the women. The cottier's wages fix pence per day, 
through the year;, he pays -forty {hillings, annually, for 
his houfe, garden, and grafs of a cow j thefe advantages 
are fully equal to one {hilling, and many have but four 
pence per day, through the winter feafon, which proves 
the value of pigs, and their other privileges and per- 
quisites. Beer in more demand than it hitherto was. 

The 
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The roads and bridges ate in tolertble repair. No ap- 
pearance of mines, but there are fome mineral (pas* 
ofte of which, neat Aghfcncon church, is of the fame 
ehalibeafe quality at thofe at Shinrone, and by medical 
report, one degree weaker than Ballyipcftin fpa, and of 
its nature. There is no fchoo) in the barony, but at 
Birr. In die neighbourhood of Leap has been eftablifh* 
fid a Fanning Society, which commenced on the decline 
of the Volunteer Corps, but fince the late trouWefome 
times they have not been together ; . they will now ret 
feme their meetings. In their plan, which comprehends 
the furtherance of agriculture, and improved farming* 
they endeavour to adjuft all differences and avoid lttiga* 
tion. Their preftdent is Jonathan Darby, Efi}. and 
they would be highly gratified to receive the Dublin 
Society's Reports, and be enrolled under their patro- 
nage. At Leap village is an inconiiderable ferge foc- 
tory, and in this neighbourhood are apt fituations for a 
woollen factory. On the banks of Knockarley rivetf, 
about two miles from Leap, are Mr; Darby's belting 
and oatmeal mills $ they are not very extenfive, and may 
be able tawork about one thoufend barrels of wheat, 
and the like quantity of oats j their manufo&ure is con^ 
fumed at home : here is a machine for lifting oat-meal, 
worked by water* which faves much labour, but yet far 
from being perfect. At Fancraft is another bolting 
mill, Mr. Pirn, the proprietor ; and another, and alfo 
a rape mill, at Clonoyle, in die poffeffion of Mr. 
Palmer. Near Leap is an infant nurfery for fakv but 

very 
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very few plantations are in. this neighbourhood. At Let* 
tybrook, where John Armftrong Drought, Efq. refides* 
are fome young trees, thriving well, and the lands hem. 
are very fine for fattening ; adjoining them is Caftlc* 
town, the cftate of Thomas Bernard, Efq. who refides' 
here. This demefne commands a fine and erten&r* 
view* and has fome admirable fituations for planting ; I. 
know not a demefre could be more highly ornamented 
with timber. The plantations already made are in fail: 
Vigour. Mr* John Darby, of London* has par chafed 1 
an eftate here, which is taken good care of, and lately, 
eight acres have been planted with all kinds of foreft 
trees. At Fortall Caftle, a young wood has lately been 
cut, and there is a high demand for the timber. The 
mtors are eafily reclaimed, by gravelling and drain- 
ingt but they never burn them, a* the aihes are. too 
light for manure. Towards the extremity of the ba- 
rony, the bog* are nearly cut out by the fiane ; they 
may be fatd to be inexhauftible in materials for hand 
turf, but in this neighbourhood fuel is dear. People 
are here much more mduftrious, and in apparent tran- 
quillity. There are many veftiges of Daniflt holds and 
Caftles. At St, KeyranV church, are the ruins of a 
monaftcry, as are thofe of a fort at Ballibrit, once a 
place of confequence, from whence the barony takes 
its name. Leap caftle feems to be a place of the great- 
eft antiquity j it is faid to have its name from the fol- 
lowing tranfa&ioA: In the days, when. this country was 
i& the paffeffion of its native Lords, their equipage was 

always 
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always attended with footmen, who were fwift runners, 
the country being then fo covered with bogs, wood, 
and morafles, and having but few roads thefe domeftics 
were certainly neceflary and ufeful appendages j they 
were alfo maintained by their., matters, for fports, and 
commonly the footmen of two clans affembled for rac- 
ing, which was in thofe days a favourite diverfion : in 
one of their races was a great trial of fpeed, in the vici- 
nity of this caftle, and after a long and fatiguing run, 
one of the footmen was nearly thrown out, but by an 
aftonifhing defperate leap, over a terrific glyn, he gain- 
ed the race, from whence thefe grounds are called the 
Leap. The footman's name was. Banaan, and for a 
long time the place was called Lemi -Banaan, which in 
Engltfh, fignifies the Leap of Banaan. In an inquifi- 
tion, held at Leap, to determine the bounds of the 
eftate, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, the record of 
which is in Mr. Darby's hands, it thus runs : Inqui- 
fttio capta apud Lemi- Banaan, £sfr. There are feveral 
other traditions of the derivation of this place, but they 
are extremely fabulous and abfurd ; this feems to be the 
mod probable, and has nothing very marvellous to 
make its authenticity doubtful. Amongfl the many neat 
farms and demefnes in this barony, Mr. Pike, of Dun- 
gar, Mr. Freeman's, of Summer Hill, and Mr- 
Jackfon's, of Grange, are very coiifpicuous. There 
are feveral old caftles, that at Glanacurragh is inhabited 
by Mr. Palmer; Ballyknockan caftle. is very ftrongj 
and fortified with a port cullis and fofle. , The adJQining 

lands 
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lands are the property of Mr. Sandford ; Knock Hill, 
or the Knocks which fignifies, in Irifli, the Hilly is con- 
tiguous to Leap ; it is confidered to be the highcft and 
nearly the moil. central part of Ireland, and is about 
twenty-two miles from Athlone j perhaps, from its pre- 
eminence, 'tis diftinguiflied the Knock, as from its Turn- 
out, they fay, fevebteea counties can be feen in clear 
weather, but noted obje&s, in fourteen counties, are 
cafily diftinguiflied. The graziers in this county, buy 
in calves at one year old, which are called bulUheens, 
and they fell them out at three years old. They buy 
their cows for fattening in May, and fell out again 
from October to Chriftmas. The church of Aghancon is 
very neat, and wa* built at the joint expence of the bi(hop 
of Limerick, and Jonathan Darby, Efq. ; to thefe gen* 
demen the parifhioners exprcfc great obligation. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



BARONY OF BALLIBOT. 



Sect. i. Agriculturt. 



THIS country has a wild uncultivated apjwarance, its 
miferable fyftem of agriculture* txhaufted foiJ > and every 
general fubjeft relating to it, jn a deplorably ruinous # 
ftate, and its wretchednefs can be emfily accounted for 
by the enormous quantity of glebe land it poflefles; 
that of one parifli alone, amounts to eighteen hundred 
acres: the reftridion on the incumbent is the great 
caufe of complaint, as he has power only to make leafes 
for twenty one years, provided his intereft (o long con- 
tinues ; but fhould he chance to change his living, or 
lofe it by death or other cafualty, every farm on the 
glebe is out of leafe j confequently the objed of the 
tenant muft not be to improve the ground, but exhauft 
it as much as poflibly he can. Can any fyftem be more 
injurious to a country, or what ftronger call can be on 
the legislature for its interpofition, to impower and 
oblige incumbents of glebe lands to make wafonable 

leafes 
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leafcs f In fpeaking of their culture, they ufe, inva- 
riably, a wretched two horfe plough, which rather 
fciapes than tills the foil, and their farms are but of 
inconfiderabie extent; the poorer clafs have but two 
acres, which they always divide between their oats and 
potatoes ; and a conftant fucceffion of each is their only 
courfe of crops. Bog ftuff is firft fpread on the furface, 
and afterwards thinly covered with fcrapings of dung, 
day, and road fluff, and promtfes but very poorly. 
Tultamore, which is but fix miles diftant, is their 
market for grain, and the faireft price is given there for 
corn. Turnips, md rape, (the latter moftly cultivated 
for fe6d) h the green food in winter, for thofc who 
feed fheep, for which their pafture, though light, is* 
efteemed good ; but no black cattle fed here, for fat- 
tening, fave by the gentry for home confumption folely. 



MANUFACTURE. 

If there is a trad of land in this county, where ma- 
nufacture ought to be encouraged, it is in Ballyboy. 
The numerous difad vantages attending it, as a farming 
country, are ferious obftacles to its improvement, and 
the moft material of them all, is the immenfe propor- 
tion of glebe land, which labours under every discou- 
ragement. In the north of Ireland, where are fuch great 
tra&s of church lands, the evil is in a great part reme- 
died by the mode of occupation. Small is the intereft 
f 2 of 
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of the holders, in their little farms, but it is not to 
farming, but to manufafturei they are indebted for their 
fupport. A loom is* portable to any fpot they choofe to 
remove to, that is their dependance, and they are indif- 
ferent ,as to the land, if the market of their Vicinity is 
well fupplied. Land here is favourable to flax, and 
were it parcelled out in fmall portions,, and manufac- 
ture encouraged, the poor would foon become inde- 
pendent of farming, and their induftry, for which they 
are as confpicuous as for their honefty, would aifcnj 
them the bleffipgs of plenty, which is now cruelly de- 
nied them; the fweets of reward would thus follow 
labour; induftry would find employment, merit would, 
meet its deferts, and civilization, the fure concomitant 
of manufacture, would gradually follow. 



Sect. 2. Pq/lure. 



Pasture is light, they generally buy yearling heifers 
in the county of Clare, average price forty (hillings, 
and fell out at three years old, at the average price of 
feven pounds, or fend to farms of richer pafture with- 
out this barony, this being only ftore ground. Hitherto, 
no attention has been paid to the choice of ftock, nor 
have they any idea of improving the breed, excepting 
the few gentry, who have certainly great merit in read- 
ing here, and fome of whom have expended confidera- 

ble 
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ble fums in reclaiming their eftates; amongft thefe, ' 
William Curtis, Efq. of Annamore, has been very con- 
fpicuous, and his expences fall little fhortof £. 1,500, 
annually, on his improvements. This gentleman has, 
within die laft feven years, changed the face of his part 
of- the county, having drained and gravelled a great ex- 
tent of moor, and planted above fifty acres, in different 
endo&res, with all kinds of foreft trees, which he has 
prcfervcd in great heart and vigour, and they have al- 
ready given a confiderable woody appearance to this 
part of the country \ but we may fafely (ay, improve- 
ment here is but in an infant ftate, and until fome fa- 1 
vourable change is made in the glebe farms, the poor 
of this country muft be wretched, and, juftly, diflatisfxed. 
Purple grafs, and white clover, are natural to the foil,' 
and rye grafs has been introduced, and anfwers well.' 
The hay is light and brifk, and eafily faved, but in im- 
proved ground more luxuriant herbage is found ; they 
all make tramp cocks in the field, which are let lie on 
the ground till very late. Dairies would certainly be 
produdtive, for every little farmer, who has but three 
cows, after fupporting his family, will fell from one to 
one and an half hundred weight of butter, every feafon, 
yet nothing extenfive, as yet, attempted in the kind. 
In Tullamore is a demand for hides, wool, tallow, or 
butter from hence, but the fupply is inconfiderablc. 



RAPE. 
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RAPE. 

I have fecn rape v cry prodtidive in fob a Ml ee- 
tbis country, and one very material edvaotag* refedlii^ 
here, the burning of glebe land is never oppofcri, which 
enfurei lb fine a crop of rape. The contiguity of thie 
diftrift, toTullamore, where the Grand canal breaches, 
is a farther inducement to the cultivation of M$ emp 
for feed, and gives all the benefit of Dublin market. I 
have known a poor man to commence a courfe of re* 
claiming bog, with rape* and was not at that time 
worth the price of a cow; the land he was to enjoy* 
rent free, for fourteen years, as much as he could re- 
claim* and pay ten (hillings per acre, for ft, for fcv$n 
years more ; he bad five fons, who, with hip, g»ve all 
their after hours to the preparing a trad of the bog, for 
four years, and during that time, the feed he fold off the 
land returned him fix hundred pounds, and thus e&ablift* 
ed wealth, and a comfortable independence for him and 
bis children. 



Sect. 3. Farms. 

If we except Mr* Curtis, of Annamore, who prin- 
cipally farms his own eftate, and daily employs above one 
hundred men ; Mr. Malone, of Pallia Park, which feat 

he 
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he farms fron I*rd Motown, but fats a considerable 
cftatc in the barony of Ballihrit; Mr. Connor, df 
Mountpieaiant, who alio farms a large part of Us eftafefe 
which is very considerable, aad a few more gentlemen* 
we wtil And that Che fixe of Arms is very fcnaU, anj 
when the glelje laad does not interfere, are generally let 
for three lives: The non alienation hero, is iofiAed on 
in all new leafes* except glebe lands, but no other par* 
ticular dairies, and the tenant pays all taxes and cefffcs. 
Thefe few farmers, who have ploughs, hire them id their 
neighbours at five (hillings aad five pence per day. All 
tillage fields are of feuil fise, but the walks fee young 
cattle are of large extent, and moffly moors* The beft 
tilled acre of wheat will produce five barrels, and in a farm 
of forty acres, the proportion of wheat may be about five 
acres. The acre of oats yields from feven to eight bar«j 
rels, barley from nine to ten ; average price of land 
fifteen {hillings per aerc. 

BEANS. 



The poor of this country are mafembiy off for pro- 
vifions $ and how few proprietors, who may be abfentees* 
or only hold during their incumbency, (as is die cafe 
here with the lord of the foil of this large glebe,) will, 
take pains to inftru£t the poor to better their condition? 
It would be well, then, for their more humane neigh- 
bours to fet them the example. 

In 
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In the north of Ireland, every peafint, who has ever . 
fo fmall a garden, appropriates a portion of it to beans, 
fowed in ridges after the manner of potatoes ; thefe 
come in very early, and, when boiled, and mafhed with 
pepper, fait, milk, butter, and a little oat or here meal, 
make a moft excellent dUh, extremely ftrengthen- 
ing, and, in fummer is very wholefome : this dkh is 
much liked, and is alfo -introduced in ieafon at the 
tables of the. wealthy. One great advantage refuhing 
from this crop is, the temptation is not fo great to at- 
tack the crops of new potatoes too foon, which is fre- 
quently, for want of good management, a ferious loft to 
the poor man; and, in a few days, as much would be 
confumed, as would have anfwered for many weeks 
provision, had they remained in the ground their due 
time. 

Sect. 4. General Subjefis. 

Ok the glebe farms the country is very populous, 
•and but for the liberality of the few refident gentry, the 
poor would have literally ftarved this diftreffing feafon. 
BaHjboy, which gives name to. the barony, is a mean 
little pod town, fifty>fix miles from Dublin, on the 
Silver river y it has a patent for a weekly market on 
Saturdays, and. alfo for: one on the iirft day of • each 
month, from May to November, but no markets are* 
held. There was. formerly a diftiHery, but has. been; 
long fince unemployed. Frankford is a fmall town of 

better 
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better appearance, fifty-eight miles from Dublin, on the 
fame" river, and here is always a good demand for grain 
of all forts, and a charter- fchool, which contains forty 
children. The habitations of the peafantry are poor 
huts, covered with bog fcraws, or fods. Turf is very 
plenty; can be purchafed ready clamped on the bog for 
*6f., per hundred kifhes of fix fcore, to the hundred; it 
is a good and lafting fuel. Cottier's wages 6rf. per day 
through the year; he pays 20x. annually for one acre 
of garden, and 20s. for his cow's grafs : they have a 
coarfe bottom grafs, faved into hay in September for 
their cows, which they purchafe at 3;. per load, but 
this the cottier cuts, faves, and draws home at his own 
expence. Thofe, who have not the advantage of a cow 
and garden, have id. hire through the year. Potatoes, 
twenty-four ftone to the barrel, generally coft i\d. to' 
3<& per ftpne. Beer in much demand, which is had 
from Mountmelick breweries. There is now' a new- 
road making from Rofcrea to Tullamore, which will 
greatly facilitate the communication. Nature of foil is 
Bmeftone gravel. No mines or minerals yet difcovered* 
The peafantry are not more illiterate than elfe where, 
indeed rather improving, though fo cruelly negleded 5 
but there is no other fyftem of education within the' 
barony, than their fmall fchools, except the charter* 
fehool at Frankford. If the incumbent of this vaft 
glebe had tBe power of making long leafes, perhaps* a 
manufactory could be eftabliflied, as at prefent there is 
nothing of the kind, and but one mill where flour is 

made, 
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made, at BalGnacarrig, near to Baliiboy, Mr. Dchny 
the proprietor. At this place there is a good ftono 
bridge over the Silver River. Excepting the plantations 
of Mr. Curtis, which are rapidly encreafiog, and thofe of 
Mr. O'Connor, there are none other in this barony, nor 
h there bat one tolerable nurfery for fide ; the pro- 
prietor, Mr. Ryland, is tenant to Mr. O'Connor* Mr. 
Curtis has reared all his trees in his own nurfery. In* 
' dependent of the power and obligation on the incnm* 
bent of glebe lands, particularly in this inftance, I know 
not what could be of more avail towards the extension 
of agriculture in thefe parts, than the reclaiming of the 
moors ; and it is fubmitted to the Dublin Society, that 
if a premium was offered for that purpofe, it would 
have the happieft cfie£t> and would be readily caught at 
by numbers, who have not conftant employment, and 
each little farm has a confiderable trad of moor annexed 
to it. No timber at all for fale, ag4 rnuft be had from 
diftant places, which makes it very dear when brought 
home. The poor cannot be faid to want induftry, as 
they all affiduoufly feek employment, and their genwi 
chara&eriftic is the ftrideft honefty: they all fpeak the 
Engliih and Irifli languages with equal fluency. Ad- « 
joining An nam ore is lyoagh Annagh, a confideraMe 
lake, two miles in circumference ; the centre of it is the 
bounds, of this and the Queen's County, and every 
Where around are the veftiges of an extenfiVe foreft of 
oak and yew timber, which is found under ground, and 
turned to good account; great flumps of trees are alfo 

found 
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found in its bottom, where they are rooted. This lake 
is fenny at the Queen's County fide, but at this fide the 
bottom is gravelly, hard, and (belly, refembling the fea- 
fhore; it is in winter considerably higher than in dim- 
mer; feveral fmall ftreams flow into it, and its waters 
are difcharged into the Silver river, which runs into the 
Shannon. Lough Pallis, which is alfo in this barony, is 
of much finaHer extent, but remarkable (of having the 
fineft tench ; it divides Mr. Malone's and Mr. O'Con- 
nor's demefnes. Near to Annamore are the ruins of 
the old caftle of KtUinany, but of no hiftorical account. 
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CHAPTER X. 



BARONY OF EGLISH, OR FIRCAL. 



Sect. i. Agriculture. 

THIS barony is confidently over-run with moor ; 
little improvements are yet made.. They plough with 
feldom lefs than four cattle, their uplands being rather 
ftubborn ; but, excepting a few wealthy refidents, the 
formers muft join their cattle to make up a plough : 
however, the foil produces every fpecies of corn, and is 
excellent for tillage. Courfe of crops, firft, turnips; 
next, one or two crops of potatoes ; for firft crop the 
ground fets for gl. per acre, and 8/. for the fecond : this 
is fucceeded by bere ; then, fallow for wheat, two crops 
of oats, and wheat follows again. They find, the longer 
it is in tillage, the better wheat it will produce, when 
well fallowed. They harnefs their oxen with iron neck- 
bows ; horfes with collars and hames. Birr, Frankford, 
and Banagher are their markets for grain. Their acre 
of wheat, when in heart, will produce eight barrels ; the 

average 
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average is mare than fix; oats twelve, bcre and barley 
fourteen. From Balliboy throughout this barony, the 
value of land may be eftimatcd at 20*. per acre. They 
fow turnips conftantly for winter's food for fheep. I 
cannot .learn 1 why this barony is called Fircal, and 
would be obliged by die information. 

CROPS. 

% Their courfe here are a fucceffion of vegetable crops 
firft, and then corn crops ; when fallowed, it produces 
good wheat: this argues the neceffity of a vegetable 
between the corn crops, and would do away the mifappli- 
cation of a fallow. The following courfe is recommended : 

Firft and fecond, Potatoes, 

Third,' - - Bere, 

Fourth, - - Potatoes, 

Fifth, - - Wheat, 

Sixth, - - Turnips, previously manured 
with bog fluff; rape and turnips on the moors; the 
former for green food for the winter and fpring. 

Sect. 2* Pq/lure. 

Their pafture is of a light andjimeftone foil Their 
breed of flieep (hews little improvement,, nor do they 
yet feem to have, much regard to better riiqm, as they 
trade conftantly at fairs, and rear few lambs. Their 

breed 
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brefed bf Mack eattlo is all of the native Irifi; John 
Drought, Efq, of Whigfborougb, hat a very fine butt of 
tht* kind. They am not much engaged in feeding fterv 
Cattle* by far the greater proportion of the barony being 
Under tiBagc. General prices of lambs, 14k Average * 
culled ewes, i8x. to 20/. j two year old wetbers, 30** to 
34*. lid. This country is well (heltered; houfing 
cattle is little pradifed, and fcarce any difference appa- 
rently between thofe, that were houfed laft winter, and 
thofe, that were without. Pafture is very kind; white 
clover and trefoil are natural to the foil. There it 
fcarce any ground appropriated for dairies, and but 
very few black cattle fatted. At Droughtville, the 
feat of Thomas Drought, Efq. is the beft feeding- 
ground in the barony. Their trade in tallow and hides 
indifferent, and their wool rates at the fame currency as 
at BallinaAoc. 

MOSS*' 

It is not an eafy matter here to bring upland graft to 
a proper (kin, and it is too apt to become hide-bound N 
and mofiy in a (hort time. It is therefore neceflary to 
find a way to remedy this, without breaking up again. 
This is done by fixing a weight upon a very heavy har- 
row* and' harrowing lengthways and eraftwayo fcveral 
times t this fcrfetche* the mofs and the fo», afe« MMebj 
manure with a top dreffing of any thing but- Mme, (a* 
it rather fcvoitfs mrfs m thefr foils), imd fprmkle graft* 

feeds, 



OF THE KINO'S. COUNTY, jj, 

bed*, which roll before rain; if the waofs fhouid be 
gathered in heaps and burnt* and the afbes fcattered 
over the Ikrface, it will be an excellent manure* 

Sect. 3, Farm y 

Are in fixe from ten to fifty acres with fmalL far- 
mers* who bold comparatively the far greater part of 
the barony* The gentry have excellent houfes, and 
their offices are generally in good order* Their leafee 
are for three lives, or thirty-one years ; but a great traft 
of this country is alfo glebe, land, and the fame difficul- 
ties operate againft improvement as in the preceding 
barony. Burning groand is fteadiiy refitted, . Tenants 
pay all cefes. Four oxen -may be the proportion to 
thirty acres of tillage, and the fields are feldom abov* 
five acres in extent, except flieep-walks. Fences are 
thick and wild, but not well trirmqed. The country 
abounds with white-thorn. Little bog is reclaimed, 
and never burnt, the afhes being too light and white, 
as all their turf is fuzzy and <oarfe; but limtftcne 
gravel is the principal manure, and they have excellent 
1Mb for draining. Bog*ftuff agrees well with upland, 
when onxed with headlands and old ditches. 

MARIE. 

in the frojf are quantities of mark, which, if carried 
f» the uplands, spread on the farface of land, ami 

ploughed 
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ploughed in, would have the mod beneficial effe& 
Some old fheep-walks now require breaking up, and,' 
with this manure, would give exceeding fine corn crops. 
About one hundred and twenty load to the Irifh acre 
would not be very expenfive, where the marie is con- 
veniently had, and would not exceed one guinea and a 
half in raifing and drawing. The land is meliorated, 
and. finely improved, and will hold fo for many years. 
Wheat is particularly favoured with a manure of marie,, 
with or without a previous fallow. 

If the gravel from thcfe uplands (with which they, 
abound, of the fineft quality) would be in turn removed 
to the moors, then would both foils be particularly bet* 
tered, and the wild and uncultivated waftes would foon 
become profitable farms, and (hew a luxuriance of ver- 
dure they are highly capable of. 

Sect. 4. General Subjefts. 

This barony is very thickly inhabited, but has no 
town or village. Habitations of the peafantry bear the 
lame miferable appearance ; they have abundance of turf 
fuel at the cheapeft rate ; their food principally potatoes, 
and they enjoy but little milk or oatmeal 5 meat is a 
luxury, only fought for at Chriftmas. They make 
frizes for their own wear only, and they purchafe their 
coarfe fluffs without the barony. The only appearance 
of manufadurc is at Eglifih Caftle, where Thomas 

Berry, 
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Berry, Efq. refides, who has an cxtcnfivc bleach-green. 
Cottier's wages, 5*/. per day in winter, and 6d. in fum- 
mer. The cottier pays one guinea per annum for houfe 
and garden; fliould he be fo fortunate as to be worth a 
cow, he pays one guinea for her grafs, and 30J. for the 
grazing of a horfe ; they are all permitted the privileges 
of rearing pigs, a calf, and poultry. I think, on thefe ad- 
vantages, they might live more comfortable, but I fear too 
much of their income goes to the dram-fhop : if em- 
ployers paid their labourers on Monday evening, perhaps 
it might tend to leffen the evil. The coft o£ potatoes 
averages %\d. per ftone, meal 10*. per cwt. for feven 
years back. The roads and bridges are good. Nature 
of foil, light gravel ; no appearance of mines, but near 
Droughtville much foffils and (hells are found in lime- 
ftone quarries. Little rape is fown here, and does not 
thrive in thefe bogs for want of alhes. The propenfity 
of the peafantry to better their ftate, by acquiring learn- 
ing, is very evident, from the number of their little 
ichools. Dublin bank-notes only are .current, and no 
fpecie but filver change. There is but one bolting-mill in 
the barony, at Irifh-town, Mr. Burrowes the proprietor 5 
it is but of inconfiderable powers : , and only two grift- 
mills, which are worked by bog-ftreams. At Drought- 
ville the effeds of the Dublin Society's premiums are 
very evident, and the plantations thriving with all pof- 
fible vigour, and are extremely well inclofed. Here deal- 
trees, of feventy years growth; are now fcUing at us. 9d. 
per foot, and Mr. Drought has planted about fifty acres 
vol. 11. g more, 
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mot? , for which he has not claimed a pretqiipiK Xrit^fe 

timber for f ale in the baropy, aqd is brought home at a 

very high price. Rev, William Parfons, of Woodvilla, 

fc^s reclaimed 9 great * xtf nt of bog, which now yields 

e*ceHen* ipqadow* The popr fp?ak the Englift and 

Irifh tongues with eqipl fluency ; and* I apprehend, 

th$ir want of iflfrftry 19 caufed by thci? top ftriA ad* 

)^r«wc m tteir old religious cuftom* of attendance at 

Wftke*, and abftflining from work on every defcriptioa 

pf holiday. Near Paflas inn are the rains of a cattle, 

a§»4 to a ffnall CQfnpafe towards Frankford, arc four 

more i* ^he (apie. ftatf of decay, but there is no record 

$f any hijtorical circuooftance relating to any of them* 

John Drought, IJfq. of Whjgfborpugh, has a very neat 

deme/be, which he has adorned with exSeofive planta* 

tjons, and other judicious modern improvements, Tho» 

mas Berry, Efq. of £gliih Caftk, has a well circum* 

ftanced demefne, and holds a great trad of ground 

Without the barony, principally grazed by fbeep. John 

Berry, Efq. of Dpve-grove, and Mr, Bennett, of Rath, 

qr Thomaftpwn, have greatly improved their feats; the 

latter gepdopan holds a va& trad of Imd, that {hews 

much experimental and fuccefsful farming* and which i* 

ftill fpiritedly purfued at a grqat expense. The riynou* 

fyilem of fym\fl$ tithes, to many pro&ors is here pur* 

filed (hatefully, and above one-tenth of the crop, to* 

fitted on, with more than Jtwiib feverity. At Balli*r 

car, the eftate of Mr« Prought, of Whigftoroug/i, &> 

fpa 
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<pa of the fane nature at that of GaftleconnetL The 
foil around it is calcareous, aad the waiter has a yellowHh 
hoe; 'tis faid to be famous for drying fores or fcorbutic 
ulcers. Another fpa of this kind is at Clonhela, on 
the cftate of Lord SunderKn. DroughtviHe is happily 
circumftanced, and bears a ftriking appearance of the 
difpoiition of demefne ground in more ancient days. 
The natural beauties and great advantages it pofleflesj 
are fhewn in native purity, unaffifted by art, and the 
groupes of conical hills, fa peculiar to this fpot, form a 
pidurefque and highly ornamental fcene, and render it a 
place of great military 'ftrength. The whole of the de- 
mefne is an irregular diverfity of hill and dale, and a 
fpacioos lake covers un executive flat at the foot of the 
long range of hilts, which are thickly planted. Conti- 
guous to the htfce ts a caftle, which can be infulated at 
pleasure, as thefc waters command the diftrid around it; 
it was however reduced, and demolifhed by Cromweft 
lit the deer-park are yet the remains of the alder forcft, 
wfeich was the native tr^e of the country; ifeveral of 
them yet reeoain, but now are only efteemed for their 
antiquity, and are rapidly decaying. Mr. Drought has 
liberally incfeafed his cottiers wages fuH one-fourth^ 
mad has ndt made any additional charge for cottier's 
land. This gentleman pays about 600/. annually for 
labour. Here is aWb a brick-kiln, where bricks are 
mamifa&urcd for fele; price one game* per thoufand; 
The clay is here fit for coarfe pottery; 

Q 2 Adjoining 
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Adjoining DroughtviUc is the old church of Drum- 
cullin, now in ruins. The furrounding plains have 
been the fcenes of bloody battles, as, within a fpade's 
depth, vaft quantities of human- bones are found, and 
th* undulating form of the ground muft have rendered 
it a fituation highly favourable for ta&ics. 

Each height has yet the veftigcs of ancient fortifica- 
tion, and, on a very ftrong rath, which commands the 
whole diftrid, there remains an entire fort of moft diffi- 
cult accefs, ^defended by a regular and double courfe of 
Works, ftill in great prefervation. 

The Rath has been planted by Mr. Drought, and has 
a ftriking effeft in this truly romantic fcene. 

There are yet the remains of a very fine arch of curious 
workmanfhip at the entrance of Drumcullin churchy 
but is rapidly falling to ruin, as at every funeral in 
the adjacent burial-ground, it is plundered of a head- 
ftone. 

I have obferved in the ruins of churches, the eaftern 
wall was generally in bed prefervation (having feen the 
remark made in a Tour to the Holy Land); whether 
this is occafioned by its afpedt, or from a fuperftitiotts 
notion of the builder it might have had better mate- 
rials, or have been more ftrongly cemented, I cannot 
determine, but here <he eaftern wall is not (landing, 
and, on enquiring the caufc, I have learnt, that under 
it had been the monument of one of the moft ancient 
chiefs of this country, which was piirpofely demoHftied 
, by 
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by throwing down the wall on it, which over-topped 
it. 

What pity that our anceftors could not devife better 
plans to fecure their conquefts, than fo illiberally fevere, 
to deftroy every hiftorical record of the antiquity of 
this once famous ifle; and, whilft a ftone remains of 
this mutilated tomb, which perhaps contains the a(hes 
of a man eminent for piety, for learning, or for valour, 
an eternal reproach will be refleded on the conquerors, 
whofe ungenerous and narrow policy induced them pur- 
pofely to deftroy it, only to obfcure its originality. 

What greater renown can accrue to a conqueft, than 
the knowledge of the antiquities, of the literature, arts 
and fciences of the country acquired ; and that fword 
which atchieved the conqueft, ought to be always ready 
to maintain it. It was not by fuch policy the glory of 
vidory was regarded in heathenifh days, and the renown 
of the conqueror vefted not in the deftru&ion, but 
in the prefervation of whatever rendered a country 
famous. 

Add to thefe motives, the defire of the vanquilhed 
natives to fecure their records, with which they fled to 
other realms ; we fee the true caufe why fo little of the 
ancient hiftory of this country is known to us: in 
- France and Italy, where thefe refugees fettled, will it be 
better found than at home. Thus, from the feveral 
veftiges of antiquity, that have yet efcaped the violence 
of fa&ion, or the dilapidation of time, whofe date cannot 

be 
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be ascertained, and their purpofes only guefJcd at by the 
moft ingenious antiquarians, we muft allow that Ireland 
muft have once been of the firft-rate confequence, if 
learning, arts, and valour had a claim to national pre- 
eminence. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XL 



BARONY OF GARRYCASTLE. 



Sect. i. Agriculture* 

THIS barony it by far the moft extenfite in the 
county, but yet in value the moft inconfiderable : a great 
proportion is but a barren rock, with fcarcely a ftratutn 
of earth. Their wretched mode of tillage is with a 
two horfe plough, and this diftrid more generally in 
pofleffion of (mall farmers; indeed, agriculture is not 
the favourite purfuit. The country abounds with linen 
manufacturers, in which they are almoft individually 
fomehow concerned, though few amongft them exten- 
lively fo. The number of horfes are but few, and the 
demand for them is. confiderable; the hire of a two horfe 
plough is is. i^d. per day, or 3;. yL for a man and 
horfe. In parts where the foil is deeper, on the eaftern 
boundary, they cultivate much wheat, for which they 
always fallow, and have a good produce. They gene- 
rally fow the lay with potatoes, but have no drills yet j 
next fucceeds bere, then fallow for wheat, and after- 
wards 
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wards they fow oats ; much flax is cultivated, and oats 
is always the laft crop. They never yoke with oxen, 
and have none but the moft common implements of 
hufbandry. Clara, Moat, and Banagher are their mar- 
ket towns, for all their commodities. They cultivate 
no green food in winter ; their wheat acre averages five 
barrels; oats, ten; bere and barley, twelve; potatoe 
ground rates at five to feven guineas per acre ; meadow 
land three to fix pounds; and their acre of potatoes 
yields thirty barrels, at forty ftone to the barrel. Inde- 
pendent of the great trad of bog in this county, a very 
confiderable part may be termed wafte ground, which 
could only be reclaimed by covering the rock with foil. 

CROPS. 

The beft courfe of crops, for this barony, which ought 
to be portioned in very fmall farms, fhould be firft and 
fecond crop potatoes, with manure 6f every kind, that 
can be fcraped together, and a large proportion of bog 
mud ; third, flax ; fourth, oats. 
Or oats on the lay, 
Potatoes, 
Flax, 
Oats or bere, with which, lay down the cow pafture, 
and top drefs with bog fluff. If lime has been intro- 
duced, white clover will follow ; and if you have lime- 
ftone gravel, you may be certain of the excellence of 

your oats and bere. 

Sect, 
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Sect. 2. Vafturt. 

Is but light, and in general (hews much limeftone 
gravel, which, if burnt with turf, makes an excellent 
manure; the Rev. Dr. Mullock, of Bellair, has ufed 
this compoft feveral years with great fuccefs. The 
breed of (beep, or black cattle, is fcarcely attended to, 
and there is but a fmall proportion of ftock, this coun- 
try being ftill engaged more under pafture than tillage; 
it affords no (heker for cattle, and is quite unqualified 
for them. Natural grafs is light and ipiry, fmall quan- 
tities of white clover are interfperfed, which is certainly 
a native to the foil, as no artificial grafles have yet been 
introduced; meadows are very light and eafily faved, 
without any luxuriant herbage ; tramp cocks lie on the 
ground till the harveft is got up. They have no trade 
in hides and tallow, and any little wool they have to fpare 
is fent to Banagher and BaUinafloe. 



flax SOILS. 

It fhould not be defpaired to fee the wilds of this ex- 
tenfive barony, yet reclaimed, and divided into fmall 
farms; every thing here favours the linen manufa&ure ; 
indeed, to reap a profit from husbandry, is almoft out of 

the 
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the queftion; the inhabitants are fenfible that their 
country is better adapted for manufacture, and are wife- 
ly purfuing it, however, it is but yet in its infancy, and 
ought to meet every encouragement. 

Though the land here is light, in the high grounds, 
yet they have a foil toward* the moors, of a d*ep ahd 
cold clay, very Favourable to the rearing of flax j there i* 
afckidof peculiar moifture, without any thing of in- 
undation, which every crop fo weighty as flax, and fown 
fy late in the fpring, would require. Their clays> 
though they tfe favourable to the growth of flay, yet 
require to be brought into a tilth, before they become 
very productive, for which reafon, by incorporating 
fand, gravel, or bog-fhifl; and taking a vegetable crop 
previoufly, it will be found to anfwer beft ; potatoes of 
cabbage will only be expected to be raifed hef e$ and after 
either of thefe, flax will thrive very Well. 

Clay fork are natural to the rearing of all plants, but 
they muft firft be feparated arid made friaWe, by a inetha- 
frical or a chemical procefs ; mixing fand or gravef will 
have the fame effefi as lrmc, each will feparate the day, 
and break up that ftubborn cohefion, with which it is 
bound together, 

Sand in itfelf is good for nothing as a foil, for rearing 
plants, but of the greateft utility in mixing with clays; 
wfch what care and expence muft it be Carried to feme 
thy forh, before any advantage can be reaped? but here, 
are layers of it through the clays* placed by nature, and 

only 



OP THE KINO'S COWlY. to* 

only require to be well tilled to be fitted for their proper 
life. 

Thefr clayey foils being fo naturally inclined to graft, 
it Is rery neceflary to weed the crop frequently, or k 
becomes fo luxuriant and ftiong, as to deprive the flax 
*f much of its nutriment) and will quickly overtop and 
finother it. 

Bog fluff, mixed with clay, makes an excellent 
cotfipoft for potatoes, and this land, after two fuch 
crops, is made capable of yielding as good flax as can 
be defired, and has the wcigbtieft return* 



Sect. 3, Farms* 



Afts in fi*e from twenty to forty acres* two cows 
and two horfcs are proportioned to a fcrm of forty 
teres ; form houfes very poor, which the tenants muft 
sepair. Leafes generally twenty-one and fome are 
thirty-one years, no particular dairies, but burping is 
figoroufly oppofed ; indeed they have no foil to fpare. 
Tenants pay all taxes and cdfes. The fields are of 
finall fize^ from four to fix or eight acres, divided by 
bald ditches, or loofe flone walls, few, very few thorn 
faces; X have fern hut little improvements, or rcclaim*- 
ed moor ; however, Thomas Lowe, £fq. near BfUaifc 
bas within thefe four years, reclaimed above thirty acres 
of bog, and intends to bring in a copfiderahie trad. 

This 
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^This gentleman has alfo built a bleach taill, and efta- 
blifhed a bleach yard in the midft of the moor ; he is 
extending his manufadure very confiderably, and has 
planted a great deal of young timber. The moors, 
.when well drained and gravelled, give good meadow, 
but burning does not anfwer, as the aflies are but light 
and white, the turf being foft and fuzzy. l*he bog 
Auff is very good manure for the uplands, when mixed 
.with lime, but the bogs in this country lie very low, 
and the draught to the uplands is fevere, confequently 
this is not much practiced, 

HEMP. 

The culture of this plant we are little acquainted 
with, and not having experience, that, which is colleded 
from books of hu(bandry, which relate whore its propa- 
gation is purfued, can only be recommended. 

We are told the mode of culture differs very little 
from that of flax, but that in the nature of thefe plants 
and in the foil proper for it, there is a material difference, 
as from the fame feed of hethp are raffed two kinds, the 
male and the female italic, the latter only feeds, and the 
former flowers. 

The uplands of this country ought to be very favour- 
able to its cultivation, as it thrives on a high, dry, fandy 
loam, and eyer fails in a cold wet clgy. 

The ground muft previoufly be. very well ploughed, and 
brought to a fine tilth; the feed maybe fowed in April, 

with 
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with about four bufhels to our Irifli acre. It muft be 
carefully and frequently weeded, but the principal care 
is in the pulling, as half the crop only ripens at one time, 
which is about the beginning of Auguft, at which time 
the male plant muft be pulled, and the female left to 
ftand, to ripen, which muft not be trampled; great 
care muft be taken to keep off the birds, when the feed 
is fown. ( 

The female ftalk is the moft valuable, as containing 
the feed, and pains muft be taken to dry it well in the 
fun, (lacking, turning and rowing it occafionally; if 
the feed gets wet, it injures it materially, which nujft 
be avoided. > 

The feed being faved, the ftalk is fteeped, dried, 
fcutched, hackled, &c. in like manner as flax, and is a , 
much more valuable crop. One great advantage from 
hemp, that no other crop can be fowed, which leaves 
the land lb perfe&ly clean. 

Hemp differs from flax, in as much as the diftin&ion 
of its fex is in different plants, in flax they are both in 
the one flower. 

The female plant will not ripen till feveral weeks 
after the male, it comes in about the middle of Sep- 
tember. The value of this plant may be judged, from 
the very liberal premiums offered by the Linen Board 
for its culture, which will, doubtlefs, be continued the 
. fucceeding year. I therefore think it may not be im- 
proper to infer t a copy of their advertifement on this 
fubjed, which will be found in a diftinft chapter. at the 

latter end of the work. 

Sect. 
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Sect* 4* General Subjtfis* 

This trottntry is thickly Inhabited on the eaftern firfe* 
but toward the Shannon it is wild and barren, and not 
populous. Very few gentry refide here, and their nun** 
bers have been diminifhed iince the rebellion. The 
Rev. Doftor Mullock has improved a large tra£t at 
Bdlair, where he refides ; he has, literally (peaking, 
planted with his own hanth every tree in bis demefae, 
which confifts of forcft- trees of all kinds. They had 
long to combat with a very bleak and expofed filiation, 
but they are now naturalized, and in good vigour, lying 
very Ugh; they give a great appearance of wood to 
this part of the country. Thomas MuRock, Efq. fell 
to this gendeoifen, is now budding a yery neat village 
adjoining Bellair : this word is only a modern modifica- 
tion of Ballyard, its true name, which figmfics the high 
tmm ; it confifts of about fifty houfes, built with ftone 
am? mortar, and all flated roofs, which will be only inha- 
bited by v Unen maatisfa&urers, to whom this gentleman 
gives employment. The plan of this little village is 
very corr ed, and, in its intended police, neatnefe, ami 
ckjanlineis muft be ftridly obfervod. The whole 
model is not inferior to the fmall manufacturing Eng- 
lUh villages. The linen manufacture is rapidly and 
fteadtly encreafing, and this village is likely to be of 
confequence, from the induftrious exertions of ks pro- 
prietor. 
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prietor. la this neighbourhood arc mill-fites, and every 
advantage for any branch of manufacture; but that of 
the linen is moft eagerly purfued j the people feem belter 
difpofed to engage in this than agriculture, which ac- 
counts for the number of fmall farms, as each family 
tills little more than fupplie* their provisions. If the 
Linen Board fhould be pleafed to furnifh wheels to this 
little colony, 'tis prefumed it would have the happieft 
eScdt* as the poor would be better employed, and idle* 
nefs is not their, chara&eriftic. Sinoe the discontinuance 
of wheels* many have wanted employment ; and here is 
a confiderable quantity of flax fpwn, which they rear at 
home* and manufacture into dowlafa and coarfe Unto, 
The few dbrnefaes of the gentry are highly planted and 
improved, but the remainder of this country is alnsoft in 
a ftate of nature. Mr. Holmes has a very cxtenfiv* 
bkach-yard, and a large capital in the trade, which was 
very Spiritedly carried on till the late rebellion, but it if 
intended to be again purfued. Firbane is a town in this 
barony, fituate on the river Brofaa, fifty-four miles from 
Dublin, near to which are the ruins of Kilcolgan and 
Cool Caftles : it has a patent for a weekly market, bu* 
no market is held > it is on the eftate of John Henry, 
Efq. The country immediately around it abounds with 
the rieheft Undfcapes and fbeft ptofpe&s> and near to it 
j» the beautiftj demefae of Galen, the feat of J. Arm-* 
ftrong, £ft|.» the Brofna winds under this demefae, 
throi^gb the moft charming and fertile banks, and, with 
the fine plantations here, prefenta a fcene of pi&ureftyi* 

and 
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and fplendid beauty. The oM caftle of Garrycaftle, 
from whence the barony is named, has very rich 
feeding-ground in its neighbourhood, and at Cuba, a feat 
of Denis Bowes Daly, Efq., the parks are rich and 
luxuriant. But this engaging fcene is foon loft j when 
you pafs Banagher, all is a wild, barren, and uncultivated 
wafte; under this defcription, Kor Hill s very confpi- 
cuous. Banagher is a good town, and well inhabited ; 
it is fituate on the banks of the Shannon, and is the 
weftern extremity of this county, and alfo of the pro- 
vince of Leinfter; as here, beyond the river, is that of 
Connaught. At this fide of the bridge are the barracks 
, for two companies of foot, and, at die other fide, is 
a caftle, which commands the town, with the adjacent 
country towards Connaught, and was well fituated to 
defend this important pafs: it is diftant fixty-fix miles 
from Dublin, and formerly fent two members to parlia- 
ment ; t^e Holmes family had a patronage of the bo-' 
rough. The banks of the Shannon, juft adjoining, are 
richly clothed with meadow, but all infulated, and of a 
wet feafon, in a very precarious ftate. In Banagher are 
a diftillery, brewery, malt-houfe, and tan-yards. The 
country {hops are well fupplied, and an inconfiderable 
branch of the linen manufadory is carried on here. 
There is alfo a fchool, with an excellent endowment ; 
fome hundred acres are annexed to it, (aid to be well 
worth 200/. annually, and thofe lands are now become a 
finecurefet, during the intereft of the proprietor; but 
no fchool bufincfs at all attended to, as I am informed. 

Cloghan 
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Cloghan is a village of midling appearance, four miles 
ty the eaft of Banagher, and fixty-two from Dublin ; it 
is on the eftate of Denis Bowes Daly, Efq. and is re- 
markable for an excellent inn. At feme diftance are the 
ruins of a church, apd ne&r Moyftow*, the feat, of Co. 
load Leftrange, are thofe qf Streamftoym Caftle. This 
country abounds with ruins of caftles, which were in 
pofleifion of the. 0'Coghfcn clap, almoft all of which 
have Latin inscriptions over the entrance, which Chew 
they were ere&ed in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. AU 
tjie fuel of this di(tri& is turf, which is very cheap and 
pkoty : the country is Interfered with very exterjfive 
bogs. The conftaat food is potatoes, and oatmeal is 
ufe4 generally in fpring. Coarfe frizes rate at about 
Zs. b<L per yard* and fluffs at %di Price of wages, from 
%d. to iod. per day through the year. Cottier's houfe, 
garden* and cow's grafs at no regular price* but gene- 
rally regulated by the benevolence of their employers*^ 
Dofitor Mullock's cottiers pay but 20/. for a cow's 
grafs ; the like for houfe and garden, and have turbary 
fr«e. Beer increafing in demand, as fpirits are de- 
clining, and is had tolerably good from Moat, in the 
county qf Weftmeath. Roads but in very midling re- 
pair. Soil every where light, and of limeftone gra* 
vel. There .have been no mines yet (Jifcovered, but 
they have many chalybeate -fpr ings, nor is there any 
marie found, or clays of calcareous quality: There 
ate fome valuable eel weirs on the river Brofna, and 
fome near Banagher, which are the property of the inha- 

VOJU II. h bitants 
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bitants of this fide of the river. Thefe weirs are evi- 
dently very injurious to the bottom meadows, and throw 
up a confiderable quantity of back water. No other 
fiftery here of individual property, but all kinds of the 
fineft frefh-water fifli are in this part of the Shannon, in 
the greateft abundance. This river is here navigable, 
and boats of burthen pafs from Killaloe to the <?ounty of 
Leitrim, generally laden with flates, from the quarries in 
that diftrid ; and fometimes they are alfo freighted with 
corn. • Farmers complain of want of encouragement ; 
their leafes being generally fet but for twenty-one years. 
All Dublin bankers paper, and little fpecie, are in circu- 
lation. At Ferbane are the bolting-mills of Wm. Hone, 
Efq.; at Lumpcloon, now called Mill-brook, are thofe 
of Dennis Caffin, Efq.; and at Moyftown are thofe of 
Edward Leftrange, Efq. ; they are all well fiipplied with 
corn, 'and of confiderable powers. No nurfery for (ale 
in the barony ; : trees are had from Galway and the 
Queen's County nurferies. No timber of any account 
for fale; building timber had from Limerick by the 
Shannon navigation.. The village of Shannon Bridge is 
fmall, and noted for having the beft ftone bridge over 
the river Shannon : it has a patent for four fairs, and a 
weekly market ; it is on the eftate of Colonel Leftrange, 
and here is a very, confpicuous pafs into Connaught. 
On the, banks of the river, and on the confines of this 
county and that of Weftmeath, in a very wild country, < 
(land the ruins of the feven churches, called Clonmac- 
noifc, or Cluainmacnois, which fignifies, the retreat or 

refting- 
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rtfting-place of the Tons of the chiefs, or the cemetery 
of the nobles or kings. This place was famous for 
having entombed the ancient Chriftian monarchs of this 
country $ 'tis fituate on a gentle afcent, and it alfo was 
called' Druim Tiprarc, which was expreffive of its ceri- 
tral fituation, as, the church in the centre. In the year 
548, 549, an abbey was founded here, by St. Keiran, or 
Ciaran the younger; and Dermot, the fon of Ceronill, 
king of Ireland, granted the fite, on which the church 
was built, and which was afterwards converted into a 
cathedral and bifliop's fee. Around this were ere&ed 
fcven, or, as fome fay, nine churches, built by chiefs or 
kings of the country, as their maufoleums ; they were 
inclofed hi a fpace of about three ftatute acres. 'Tis* 
fiud there was alfo an epifcopal palace here, and feveral 
(mailer fepultures, which are now entirely in ruins, en- 
tombing the chiefs and bifhops. Many ftones are found 
with characters of various workmanfhip, and bear in* 
fcriptions of the Greek, Latin, Hebrew, and Irifh 
tongues. In the year 1552 this abbey was plundered 
by foldiers from the garrifon of Athlone j they defpoiled 
every thing in their way, and carried off whatever was 
of value, not iparing even the books that belonged to 
the cathedral. Here are alfo two of thefe round towers- 
fo peculiar to Ireland, and, from their near fituation to 
churches, are confidered to have been ereded for reli- 
gious purpofes. It has been argued, that they were ap- 
propriated for penance in the early days of Chriftianity, 
which Dodor Mullock, who is a good antiquarian, 
h 2 fcems 
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(pem to think ; and, in fupport of his opinion* he fate, 
that there was a penance, which ftill exifts in n#ne, and 
ftyfed the TfyirrU Penance: what the nature of this atone- 
ment was, I h^ve not learnt, but the words come near in 
found to Turn's, which in Latin fignifies a turnery and 
asin the Romtfh church, particularly in this country, both 
the L?pn and IriQi tongues were often in old times in- 
{tf«ti*ed and confounded, it is not very improbable, this 
9Uy be a fort of coon/matton in the opinion of. thofe, 
Wbo believe that tbofe towers were ereded for peniten- 
tiary purpofes. But in thofe elaborate and uncontradi&ed 
historical accounts of dates of many places of antiquity, 
contiguous to thofe tower?, we have not a fingle autho- 
rity of the ufe of them, or at what time they were 
oredted ; which rather argues, that their origin was in 
far earlier days, before the er* of Chriftianky ; and as . 
they were built for fome particular purpofe, poffiMy a 
religious one, the diftri£ts around them certainly became 
remarkable places, and well known; for which, and 
perhaps, other good reafonf * the founder* of churches 
were induced to. build in their vicinity ; and it may have 
been the caufe, that; theft towers were then appropriated 
hythetnto religious purpofes: but all conjectures on 
this bead only tt?nd to confirm their uncertainty, and 
place their d*te before the period of the intn>du£kbn of 
Chriftianity into this ifland. The deanery it at prefent 
the only part of the chapter which exifts, as the fee was 
united to Meath : to this deanery the prebend of CJogh- 
ran was united) and he hath a feal of office, which, per* 



OP THE KING'S COUNTY. uy 

haps, was the ancient epifcopal feal of the fee. A topo- 
graphical account of Clonmacnoife is to be feen in the 
introduQion, as copied from Sir James Ware's Antiqui- 
ties of Ireland ; the plates annexed to Ware's Antiqui- 
ties give a very clear view of this venerable place. 
About fix miles from hence, and in this barony, is the 
fmall village of Ballicumber ; and near a mile beyond 
which, is the parifli church, fituate on a hill. This vil- 
lage is fifty-two miles from Dublin. Raghera is a very 
inconfiderable village, but remarkable for an excellent 
bridge over the Shannon. There are feveral ruins of 
old churches in this barony, and, indeed, are very nu- 
merous through the county, which has occafioned the 
union of feveral parifhes, as will be (hewn in the latter 
part of this book. 

Ivernis is the habitation on the weftern water,, an an- 
cient city, and capital of the Scots, as mentioned by 
Richard of Cirencefter, who aflerts that it was fituated 
on the eaftern banks of the Shannon, but where, is not 
very certain ; though probably it was the prefent town 
of Banagher, as Banagher fignifies alfo the weftern ha- 
bitation on the water, and is fituated in the ancient 
Coitidugarian, the Scotii of Richarj^ 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XII. 



BARONY OF COOLESTOWN. 



Sect. i. Agriculture. 

ABOVE half of this barony is bog and wafte; the 
remainder may be thus divided : one-fourth arable, 
three-fourths pafture and meadow. They till with four 
horfes in general, and plough but lightly. Oats is the 
raoft favourite crop ; next, fallow for wheat, and fome- 
times they fallow for bere; but they always break 
ground with oats, harrow lengthways, and trench in the 
grain with the fpade ; fow potatoes with dung and bog- 
Huff manure, of ttfiich they take two fucceffive crops, 
and fow but little barley. Scarce any oxeq ufed. The 
implements of hufbandry are all of the common Irifb 
kind, and not at all improved. Edenderry the principal 
market in the barony, but grain moftly fent to Rathangan 
and Clonard. No green food ufed in winter. 

Average 
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Average return of Wheat-acre, fix barrels, 
Oats twelve, 

Bere fifteen, 

Barley twelve, 

Potatoes fifty. 

Potatoe land fets from fix to eight pounds per acre ; 
meadow from three to feven pounds per acre; and 
average price of land thirty (hillings per acre. 

HORSES. 



Where farmers have fuch tra&s of a fine run for 
horfes, it is unpardonable not to occupy them more 
with brood mares ; the] rage for land, and its increafed 
value, fecms almoft utterly to extirpate brood mares 
from this country. The price of horfes is already con* 
fiderably increafed of lattet years. 



Sect* a. Pafture. 



Is generally rich and luxuriant, one acre will main- 
tain five fheep, which is termed a collop. They are in 
greater forwardnefs than black cattle : Store cattle are 
principally bought in at May, and fold out fat ; they are 
fent to Dublin market, about fix hundred annually, and 

three 
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three thoufand (beep. Near Portarltngton, the ground 
is very bad and wafte, above three fourths of the year 
under water. Horfes of a good kind not fo much bred 
as formerly, but almoft every farmer has one or two 
brood mares, of the common draft breed. Edenderry, 
Rathangan, Tullamore, and Portarlington, are the 
neighbouring fair towns : general price of cattle regu- 
lated by Dublin market, and above one guinea in fix 
advance price, within thefe two years, in ftore cattle. 
Houfmg not generally pra£tifed, fpringers and milch 
cows only are houfed, they take lefs feeding, and are 
kept fine for fpring fairs. Natural grafs heavy and 
foggy* with difficulty Javed in bad weather, and has 
much rich herbage. Artificial grades, are Englifh white 
hay feed, and red clover ; the latter fowed much, and 
found very profitable in off and ©o ground j hay all 
tramped and let to lie till after harveft. This country 
is particularly adapted to dairy, and almoft entirely ap- 
propriated to it; on the borders of Warrenftown barony 
are above twenty dairies, of from fifteen to thirty cows 
each'; their cheefe and butter fent to Dublin, as are 
their hides and tallow ; their wool is principally fold in 
Mountmelick, and hitherto much was manufactured in 
Edenderry, but the trade of that; has town quite declined 
of late, in the woollen line, in which bufinefs only it was 
concerned. 



DRAINING. 
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DRAINING. 

This country abounds with a fine rich grafs, and 
only wants draining and gravelling to be made of the 
very beft quality. Its drains fhould be fo managed as to 
check the difcharge of moifture in dry hot weather, and 
only let to flow in winter, when it is too liable to be 
overflown. It is not without falls, and the courfe of 
the water could be diverted to favour the declivity of the 
furface. ft is equally favourable to dairy and feeding, ~ 
and particularly fo to the growth of timber and thorn* 



Shct. 3* Farm. 



Are from fifty to two hundred acres, aad the»e are 
feveral comfortable farm houfes and offices : the tenants 
invariably repair. Leafqs are made for three lives or 
thirty-one years, but rid of particular cjaufes. To a 
farm of fifty acres may be proportioned four horfes, 
but the moft considerable part of it is under pafture; 
fields are of large extent, fences are very gotd, 
white thorn thrives vigoTOufly, but is little trimmed 
and dre&d. Draining has been fucceftfully pra&ifed 
in the. moors, and cbnfiderably increafing; they always 

burn, 



2.A STATISTICAL SURVEY 

burn) and their bogs produce the .heavy red alhes ; with 
thefe and limeftone gravel mixed, they make a very rich 
compoft. 



poultry. 



As here, where they have the advantage of a naviga- 
tion conneded with the metropolis, the fmall farmers 
ought to pay attention to the rearing of poultry, which 
would require (b little care of the females of the family* 

The great price of poultry, of latter years, (hould 
be an inducement to follow this purfuit, which is too 
little attended to. 

How many farmers in the counties of Wicklow and 
Wexford, pay their rent entirely with the profits on 
fowl i and they Have not the advantage of water car- 
riage, nor are there fo many ftubble fields, which the 
poultry can range through, and pick up fo much grain, 
that otherwife goes to wafte. 



Sect. 4. General Subjefts. 



Considering the excellence of the foil, the county 

is not well inhabited, but the greater part is wafte, 

which may account for the thinnefs of its population. 

Edenderry, the only town in the barony, is a poft, fair, 

«... j and 
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and market town ; it has no barracks, which it ftands 
rrtuch in need of, as the foldiers are miferably accom- 
modated with lodging. This town is on the Marquis of 
Downfhire's eftate. Town plots are let for ninety-nine 
years, and a tenant, who will build, gets four acres of 
the adjoining parks, for one life only, at a good rent ; 
almoft the' whole of the town and neighbourhood is 
now out of leafe, and has a very miferable and fliabby 
appearance. Many houfes are falling to ruin; if Tome 
policy is not adopted, and better encouragement given 
for building, the town will foon be a heap of ruins, but 
the market ftill holds up, excellent for every thing but 
grain. In this place were formerly two tan yards, and 
yet is one brewery worked. A new church, with a neat 
fteeple, has been built lately on the Caftle Hill, and 
commands a great extent of country, and the whole of 
the town : near to this are the ruins of the old caftle. 
* Clonbullock is a village midway between Edenderry 
and Rathangan, where is a new church, the houfes fmall 
and very mean, there were two or three good dwel- 
lings here, burnt in the late rebellion : this was the 
only part of this country, where it afiually broke out, 
and it is fituate on the borders of Kildare county. In 
this barony the cottiers habitations are poor ; the fuel is 
turf, which is plenty and cheap, though confiderably in- 
creafed in price fince the Grand canal has branched here, 
tfhich fkirts this and Warrenftown barony, for fome 
diftanc^. The food of the peafantry are potatoes and a 
good proportion of oat-meal, and they generally make 

their 
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tbeir breakfaft on ftirabout; potatoes average eight 
(hillings per barrel, of twenty- four ft one j oat-meal 
ten to twelve {hillings per cwt. ; cottiers wages has 
been raifed' from five pence in winter, and fix pence in 
fiimmer, to eight pence and nine pence, and this hard 
feafon to one (hilling per day : they pay forty (hillings 
for a very good cabin and acre of garden, and thirty 
(hillings for the grafs of a cow : they have the advan- 
tage of rearing pigs and poultry, and every man, who 
has a cow, may keep a calf, free, on the pafture of his 
employer. The only diftillery in the barony is at Eden- 
derry ; beer confiderably increafed in demand, but very 
bad. Several roads are in good repair, and others, with 
the bridges, are very bad ; the idle effe&s of the rebel- 
lion ftill obvious* On the Hill of Edenderry, now the 
church yard, there was formerly a filver mine, twice at- 
tempted to be worked, but not within thefe forty years* 
No appearance of marie, or clays of calcareous quality. 
At Efeer, is a chalybeate fpa, which waters are efteem- 
ed wholefome ; no fiihery or any other navigation but 
the Grand canaj. No fchools nor charitable inftitutions 
in the barony, but at Edenderry, where the Re&or of 
the pari(h is obliged to pay forty (hillings annually to the 
matter of a grammar fchool, which is a very mean efta- 
bli(hment. In the late feafon of feverity, fubfcriptions 
were raifed for the relief of the poor, whofe wants were, 
carefully fupplied by the gentry. Shaw Cartland, 
Thomas Sennight, and — Lucas, Efqrs. are the only 
rcfident gentry, and have well circumflanced and very. 

handfome 
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handfpmc detnefnes* Mr. Cartland's <je0iefnc is -excel- 
lent land, and well planted with fine full grown timber^ 
Dublin bank notes only a^e current, little fpecie in cir- 
cjjlation, and no manufacture in this barony, but it has 
grpat advantages for on?, as independent pf the benefit 
pf jthe Gr^i4 c ^nal being fo convenient, fuel is cheap 
W$ in ptantj, wajer in abundance, and provifions to be 
ha4 00 y&y eafy t^rrns* In the neighbourhood of 
Edenderry are three wind mills i and at Johnville, about 
four miles from Portarlington, is the only bolting mill 
ijijthelwwyi butjherer arefeveral grift mills, which 
bave neither good Wis nor a command of water; the 
country around is very flat, and confide/ably damaged by 
the backwater from thefe mills, which up of but incon-r 
fiderable powers, and (uppofcd to do more mi/chief than 
they are worth, particularly fo at J^hnviUfi. At Lum-» 
vilie* which if Mr. Carjtland's feat, the country is woody, 
and the plantations W$U thriven. Timber i$ very dear* 
and had with difficulty. Near Edenderry is the fmall 
remains of an ancient grove ; the natives of this coun- 
try are more induftrious than formerly ; fince the navi- 
gation extended here there has been no want of em- 
ployment but for children ; this, to be fure, is a griev- 
ance would be defirable to have remedied, and the in- 
troduction of manufacture only will correct it The 
Englifh language is almoft entirely fpoken. AtMonas- 
terroris is the ruin of a fpacious monaftery, near to 
Which is a remarkable fine well, and from which 
is a great flow of the pureft water. In the mine 
of Edenderry has been found that ftratum of yellow 

clay, 
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clay, the indication of lead mines; a fiunple of the ore 
is to be feen in the fociety's Mufeum. When wafhed, 
the water was very black from it Ballykillin Fort is in 
this barony; it was a famous rath, in the centre of 
which was a vault, where fome relicks were found, not 
many years paft ; amongft them was a candleftick and 
a knife, in the handle of which was curioufly inclofed a 
box of mufk ; when opened, the fcent was in high pre* 
fervation, as were feveral antique coins. 

This fort was well defended with ftrong works, and was 
difficult of accefs. The Hill and Moat of Drumcooley 
Were lately planted by Lord Downfhire, but the trees 
are not preferred. A chain of moats extend through 
this country, and were ftrongly fortified; they all com- 
mand toghers or bog pafles, which were very numerous. 
Clonagown is rather a gay village, of triangular form, 
and clean appearance, fituate forty miles from Dublin. 
Pigot Sandys, Efq. has a handfome demefiie here, of the 
fame name. Ballynure is a very mean village, in this 
diftrift. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



BARONY OF WARRENSTOWN. 



Sect, i, 2, 3. Agriculture^ Pajiure and Farms: 



THIS barony is the fmalleft in the county, and con- 
tains but 5,800 acres, but in richncfs of foil it excels all 
the others, having fcarcely an acre of bad or unprofitable 
ground. It comes nearly under the defcription of the beft 
part of the preceding barony, only having ftill finer ground, 
almoft all in the feeding line, and equal to fatten bullocks 
of any weight. They have no tillage but for potatoes 
and oats, and thefe are cultivated juft for family con- 
fumption, and abundant crops are produced. The acre 
of oats yields from fourteen to fixteen barrels ; potatoes 
fixty to feventy ditto. Potatoe land, manured, rates at 
eight to nine pounds per acre; grafs potatoes feven 
pounds ; meadow fix to eight pounds ; and the average 
price of land forty (hillings per acre, through the ba- 
rony. The grafs is very Jieavy and luxuriant, very fit 
for dairy, of a coarfe rufliy pafture, yet is produc- 
tive of milk and butter, and a great deal of their land 

is 
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is thus occupied. Edcnderry, their market town ; farms 
in general of fifty to fixty acres. 



MANURE. 



In fuch a fine feeding country, where grafs is fo rich, 
no manure is required but for meadow and potatoe land. 
This is abundantly fupplied from the farm yard, mixed 
with bog ftuff, and makes a fine top-dreffing for mea- 
dows. 

Foreft trees are here in the greateft vigour, but fel- 
ling very rapidly; the afh is uncommonly fine, and 
brings the higbeft prices in Dublin. 



VEGETABLE CROPS FOR CATTJfr* 



Where fuch fine cattle are fed, it would be advifeabl* 
tp cultivate a green crop for them : transplanted rape is 
extremely nutritious, and greedily eaten by black cattle, 
as well as by (beep. Potatoes mafhed, at the rate of one 
and an half ftonc, and a very finall quantity of hay, 
will fatten cattle that are put up, in tolerable condition, 
and feeding in flails, or the farm, yard, would furnUh 
an abundance of manure, and cpuld be conveyed & 
fo cheap a rate to forms of a poor foil, which f?ver?L 

fanners 
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farmers here occupy in other parts of the country. By 
4 an attention to ftall-feeding, the careful grazier could 
always have a fupply of fat cattle from this barony, 
Tor which purfuit no part of Ireland has greater capabi* 
f(ty. It alfo abounds in rich flieep walk, and - die 
choiceft dairy knd, nor in the luxuriance of its meadows 
, has it an inferiority. 

HUSHES, 

The land in this* barony is very good in its kind, 
though the pafturage is rather coarfe, yet it is abundant, 
and particularly favourable to milk and butter. 

But the field* are greatly overrun with ruflies, which 
could eafiiy be deftroyed by draining, and fucceffive cut- 
ting, for two or three years. This land wants but lit- 
tle filch attention to ( be brought to yield the fineft her- 
bage; at'prefent, in its natural ftate, it is highly pro* 
dudive. Timber thrives in great vigour, and the hedge 
row* of white thorn (hew an uncommon luxuriance, 



Sect. 4. Gtneral Subjetfs. 

It would be but a tirefome repetition to recapitulate 
the general fubje£te of this barony, which in all its man- 
•ners and cuftoms, are the fame as in Cooleftown. Great- 

vol. 11. 1 quantities 
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quantities of. the fioeft afh are on the lands of Ballyfrit- 
;tain, the eftate of Lord Trimbleftown, where, ft&ded 
the late Joftiua Inman, Efq, b^t the timber i* now cut- 
, ting down. Near to this is a ftage, on fe TuUtfllPf* 
branch of the Grand canal, which ftirts the barony. 
The rcfident gentry are, Henry Dames, and Thomas 
Wakely, Efqrs, and a part of Sir Duke Gi Sard's 
eftate branches here, on the borders of the county of 
Weftmeath. In this barony are annually fattened near 
one thoufand cows and bullocks, and feveral tbou&nd 
iheep ; a greater number of each kind are fent from 
hence than frcan Cookftown. There is no town here, 
and but the finall village of Rhode, 'tis aptly fituate for 
a thriving town, and on the eftate of Thomas Wakely, 
Efq. but all the adjoining ground is let in perpetuity. Mr. 
Dames ha* feme young plantations, thriving vigoroufly, 
and well attended to; and at Rathmoyle, the feat of 
Mr. Berry, are alfo fome young trees, fine full grown 
timber, and excellent hedge rows. Part of Caftle Jor- 
dan parifli, in the adjoining county of Wcftmeath, 
branches into this barony. The Yellow river is the 
only river here. I cannot learn why it is fo called : its 
waters form but an inconfiderable ftream. 

The northern parts of this barony, which adjoin 
Weftmeath, were formerly called Hy Maclonogh, or the 
diftrid of the Malones ; Magh Colieghan, or the dif- 
trifi of the M'Coghlans ; Magh-oll-Leigh, or the di& 
trid of the Mac Cullaghs; thefe lands all branched into 
Weftmeath, and formed a part of the South Hy Falgia, 

which 
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which was compofed of a union of the fepts of powerful 
chte% and formerly comprehended Eaft, and Weft- 
meath, Dublin, part of Kildare, and this county at I 
hare already (hewn* 



^ a CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



BARONY OF GESHILL. 



Sect. i. Agriculture* 



EVERY acre of this barony being the eftate of Lord 
Vifcount Digby, it is almoft entirely inhabited by 
formers ; Dean Digby, his Lord£hip's kinfman, being 
the only gentleman of fortune who refides, and his feat 
is glebe ground, but he forms fome land adjoining the 
glebe. The mode of culture throughout, is with the 
four horfe plough, except at the Dean's, who yokes 
four oxen after a particular manner; he ufes neither 
collars nor hames, but a long beam of wood is laid ho- 
rizontally acrofs the " necks of the bullocks, which are. 
coupled together ; it embraces their throat by an iron 
bow, which pierces this beam, and is keyed at top; 
from the centre of the beam, the long chain is fufpend- 
ed ; this mode is the firft of the kind I have feen prac- 
ticed in this country, and is confidered eafy to cattle, 
but I*am clear that it is not at all fo complete a method 
as Mr. Darby's, already defcribed. Wheat and bcre arc 

the 
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the mod confiderable crops, with which the nature of 
the foil beft agrees, being of a deep clay, which has a 
fubftratum of corn gravel, and when thrown ug pn the 
clay, improves it fuprifingly* . apd deftrpys fern and all 
other weeds, which are naturally prolific. Wheat is 
produced abundantly, and of the beft quality; bere and 
oats alfo make a good return, but the foil does pot agree 
with barley, which is, confequently, not much culti- 
vated here. The lay ground is firft flrinned and fallow- 
ed for wheat, and afterwards yields one or two crops of 
oats; after potatoes bere is next fown. The Dean 
lays down his tillage parks with clover, trefoil, and white 
hay fe$d, bnt &» farmer* through the barony have no 
more pafture than anfwers. lor their cattle; there is a 
good demand for hay, particularly by the army, in the ' 
neighbouring towns of Tullamxife and PkiMpftowo* 
They ufe the old Iriih plough and harrow, and all com~ 
man implements qf husbandry, and. none of the im- 
proved kind are yet amongft them. In this barony 
there is not a tingle town, and only two villages, thafe 
of Killeigh and Ge(hill 9 but no market held in either, 
thoqgh each has a patent;, for one. The farmers here 
have, however, the advantage of four good market 
towns without the barony, which environ it. Tbefe 
are TulUmore, MomutmeAkk, Philipflfaown, and For* 
tarlington. They feed fheep very considerably, but 
pay no attention to the culture of green crops. The 
wheat acre produces eight barrels, but in good ground 
thirteen barrels have been returned* 

Oats 
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Oats twelve ditto, 

Bene fourteen ditto, 

Barley eight ditto, 

Potatoes forty, of twenty-four ftone. 

Potatoe land lets from fix to nine pounds per acre. 

Meadow land from three to feven pounds. 

Average price of land twenty IhiHings per acre. 



ROAP5. 

The roads throughout this barony are flumef uBy tad* 
and at times almoft impafiable. Deprived of a refident 
gentry, this diftri& is in a lamentable ftatc of negle&> 
the materials for roads are certainly not very conve- 
niently had, but there feems not the leaft intention of 
bettering them. The bogs, which are here fo nume- 
rous, are necefiarily interfered, but the bridges have a* 
ftone work, and are in frequent want of repair. This 
is extremely reprehenfible and deferring the attention of 
the Grand Jury* Thefe roads, leading to fo many of the 
moft capital towns of the neighbourhood, ought fordy 
to be kept in repair, and it becomes a common caufc to 
reclaim them from their prefcat dangerous and really 
jngefiabkftate. 



Sicr. 



OF THE KING'S COUNTY. 13$ 



Sect. 2. Paflun. 



Where they have taken pains with their pafture* it 
is rich and luxuriant, and will feed cattle extremely well, ! 
but fpeaking generally, few more are fatted than for 
home confymption, but thofe, who turn their attention 
to feeding, find a good return. In their, breed of black 
cattle, they are certainly bettered, and have fome good 
bulls, and Mr. Wade's rams are in- much efthnation, 
ami have confidently improved their flieep ; u to their 
borfts, land is too dear and valuable to appropriate it to 
any thing fo precarious as brood mares. Ge&iH is par- 
ticularly diftingutfhed for having the beft pig fair in die 
province, or as fome lay, in the kingdom; it is fre* 
quented by die buyers from Cork, Waterford, and all 
the towns concerned in the provifion trade. SmithfieW 
market regulates their price of black cattle,- which 
they never ftali, but feed them in cribs, in the field, dur- 
ing the winter, with hay only. White and purple grafs, 
and red clover, are natural, but trefoil and white clover, 
when introduced, agree well with the foil. The hay is 
heavy and foggy, and requites much care to 4ave it, be- 
ing full of herbage; they never draw in their graft 
cocks, but invariably make tramp cocks in the field; 
no morcdairy ground than for family ufe, and in the 
neighbouring town is a demand for their hides, tallow, 

or 
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or wool 9 which is but inconfiderable, as tillage more 
particularly is their purfuit. 



FENCES. 

The greater part of this traft being fo deep a bog, 
no fences, but double ditches, with a good breadth at 
top, will be found to anfwer; thefe will at the iame 
time furntfh an excellent- fituation for trees, as being 
defended from cattle, and alfo will afford fhade and 
(belter for the newly inclofed ground, As thorn, does 
not always thrive vigoroufly in this foil, it would be ad- 
vffeable to plant a double row of quicks, which would 
doubtlefs furnifh a fufficiency of {belter, and make a 
kfting fence* It may be proper to mention, that fitch 
plantations coop within the premiums offered by the 
Dublin Society, which would weH pay the coft of both 
trees and labour, had the proprietor a fmall nurfcry -for 
his own life* 

Sect. 3. Farms. 

Farms run from fifty to three hundred acres* facm* 
hoiiies have only the appearance of warmth, and, if we 
except Dea* Digby's, Mr. Newcome's, and Mr. Whi£> 
ton's, tfcey have nothing of neatnefs to recommend 
them* The tenant is oWiged to repair; the old leafes 

were 
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were for thirty-one years, or three lives, few of which 
now exift ; thofe of later date do not exceed twenty* 
one years, and non-alienation is infifted on under penalty 
of double rent, but no other particular claufe. In Eng- 
land, perhaps, thofe fhort leafes may anfwer, but here, it 
is prefumed, 'tis a miftaken policy, as certainly there is 
no encouragement to lay dpwn the ground well, as 
$bove half the period of the term muft be fpent in pre* 
paring the land in proper heart for grafs, and, by. the 
time the farmer begins to enjoy the fruit of his labour, 
Us leafe expires; but here the vitals of the foil are ex- 
haufted by conftant tillage, and, at the high repts which 
thefe lands are leafed, no man can make much profit, 
except he holds the plough himfelf, and has a fon to drive 
it ; for there is. no want of bidders tp every farm out of 
leafe, and the higheft gets the preference. Four horfes 
may be proportioned to a farm of fifty acres. The fixe 
of fields are by no means regular, and are from five to 
fifteen acres, but are tolprably well iaclofed with quick- 
ftt hedges. Little ground has been yet reclaimed* though 
they have a vaft quantity of moor and bog, which it 
would doubUefs be the intereft of the proprietor to en- 
courage. The moors lie high, and have a natural fall ; 
the bog-water could be conveyed either to the Shannon 
op Barrow, whofe ftreams courfe contrary ways. Much 
ground on the edge of the bog has been burnt, and 
brings a great crop of rape, which is only cultivated for 
feed ; thefe allies, bog-ftuff, and corn gravel, are their 
manures, which produce very abundanC crops. 

LEASES. 
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LEASES. 



Where fuch <hort leafcs only are granted, little 
real improvement can be cxpe&ed; the tenant is dis- 
couraged from it, left he fhould have his rent raifed iti 
his next tenure, to the value of his improvements, which' 
he is fairly apprized of; the higheft bidder having al- 
ways a preference. When the peafantry become more 
civilized, perhaps this rigorous mode will be abandoned, 
and real folvent tenants may be granted encouragement, 
proportionate to their abilities and induftry. 



Sect 4. General Subjefis, 

This, country is not fo populous as the preceding 
baronies, but it is to be remarked, that in harycft all, the 
peasants find employment at home, which proves the 
extent of their tillage. Gcfhill is an inconfiderahle 
village, moftly compofed of thatched cabins j it is, like 
other villages of this county, of triangular form. The 
parifh church is fituate here, whore Dean Digby is at* 
tended by a numerous congregation. The habitations of 
the poor are miferable towards the hogs, which cover jut 
immenfc trad of this country, confcquentiy turf fuel is 

very 
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very cheap and abundant ; but the dangerous cuftom of 

ificautioufly burning the bog, was like to have had the 

moft fatal confequence to a great tra£k of this country, 

which melancholy fcene I witnefled : on the edge of the 

bog feme beatin was on fire, and a very ftrong breeze 

springing up, the whole face of it caught the blaze, 

being in a moft combufttbic ftate from the exceffive 

drought of the feafon : the poor peafants, whofe miferablc 

habitations were thickly fcattered here, with difficulty 

efcaped from the flames, but the whole of their effects 

vrere burnt with their irats 5 and, what was ftill more 

melancholy, the potatoes and corn, which they bad with 

much difficulty been able to rear in the late fcarce year, 

and juft feemed to promife a fine crop at the enfuing 

feafon, whofe approach they anxioufly looked for, were 

in a few minutes deftroyed, and with them feemed to 

periih the hopes of again enjoying the bleffings of plenty. 

The food of the lower orders, potatoes, oat and bere 

meal; their cloathtng of the coarfeft quality. The 

prices of provisions in the neighbouring markets are a 

ftanflard for thofe who buy, but in general, the pooreft 

have grain and potatoes to fpare. The cottiers have 

yd. per day through the witter, and gd. in fummer j he 

pays 40X. for his houfe and garden, and 30*. for the 

grafs of a cow. Roads in bad repair, and bridges dan* 

gerouflyfo; many candidates rather feeking jobs, than 

with a view to the public benefit, and very little money 

granted for their repair. 

The 
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• The glebe of Gelhill, where the dean refutes* con*. . 
prizes fifty acres, and has the only appearance of wood 
in this part of the barony ; but at Killeigh Lord Digby 
has very confiderable wqods of oak, birch, and afh, one 
of which has lately been fold for 13000/. fterlingi they 
are regularly copfed as they are cut, and ft ill a great* 
quantity of fine timber remains. On the glebe of Gelhill 
is a fpring of extraordinary quality; its waters never 
purge; and, when kept twenty years in bottle, it was 
perfectly fweet, and undiftinguifhable in tafte and colour 
from the waters juft drawn from the well. They have 
no appearance of any mine in this barony, nor have 
they clays of calcareous quality. No river of note^ 
but the Grand canal line to Tullamore flrirts it nearly 
for four miles. At Gefhill and Killeigh are two chari- 
table fchools, to each of which Lord Digby allows 15/. 
annually, for the education of poor children of all per- 
fuafions. Specie is little feen ; Dublin bankers-notes only 
are in circulation. No manufacture of any kind here,, 
but the country pofleffes all natural advantages ; plenty 
of turf and water, provifions cheap, and the canal in 
the vicinity : the only difcouragement feems to be the 
fhort period of their leafes. There are neither bolting* 
mills, diftillery, or brewery in this barony, nor any nur- 
fery for fale, though at Killeigh Lord Digby has ample 
ones to fupply his woods. Price of timber there, oak 
3;., birch is. 62/., afh 2s, 6d., and deal is. 6d. per foot. 

A want 



OF THt£ KING'S COUNTY. 14* 

A want of induftry ^mongft the people appears, from the 
flovenly mode of farming pradtifed here* their having 
but a final! capital, and grafping at large farms, may ac- 
count for their incapacity of tilling to advantage. The 
Englifli language almoft entirely fpoken, and few can 
converfe in Irifh. Gefhill has been a place of great an* 
tiquity, and here are the ruins of a lofty and fpacious 
caftle ; its derivation alludes to the fons of the foreft, 
and it was the noted refidence of the O'Molloys, or the 
chiefs of Hy Falgia. An engagement was here fought 
by two fons of Milefius, king of Ireland, who jointly 
reigned over the kingdom for a fhort period ; but, by 
the difagreement of their wives, they fought in the vil- 
lage, where one of them was flain. The caftle was. 
battered by Cromwell, and was remarkable for (landing 
a long fiege : the garrifon was commanded by a woman; 
(be was called the lady Ophelia. The parifh church 
adjoining is recorded in hiftory to have exifted twelve 
hundred years : the village is fituate forty-four miles 
from Dublin. At Killeigh, at the foot of a hill near 
the church, are the ruins of an abbey. A priory for 
Auguftine canons was founded in the year 540, by St. 
Sincheal, who was the firft abbot ; after which was a 
nunnery for nuns of the fame order; and, in the reign of 
Edward I. a houfe for grey friars. This village was 
only remarkable for its number of religious houfes, 
which were carefully preferved by the chiefs of this 

country 
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country for fcvcral centuries. It is fituate forty-fix 
miles from the metropolis. Ballinagar is a very mean 
village, near which are the ruins of a church ; it is 
forty- three miles from Dublin. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XV. 



BARONY OF PHILIPSTOWN. 



Sbct. I. Agriculture. 

THIS barony contains about 20,200 acres, and has 
been divided into two diftrids, called the upper-half 
barony, and die lower-half barony of Philipftown. The 
mode of culture differs little throughout; the four-horfe 
plough being almoft folely ufcd. The far greater pro- 
portion of the ground is under tillage, and every kind of 
grain fowed to good account : all the uplands are arable, 
and the moors and low-grounds are flocked with ftore 
cattle, which are here in numerous herds. They either 
break ground with potatoes fowed on the lay, of which 
they take two crops ; next take two or three crops of 
oats, and then follow for wheat or berc, but firft fpread 
with limeftone-gravel before feed fowing; or, after 
paring the furface, they gravel, and fallow for wheat ; 
next few oats, then again-fallow, and keep up this, fuc- 
ctffion, and fow their here and potatoes in low ground, 

which 
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which they always burn. They have not had any im- 
proved implements of huibandry, except the patent win- 
nowing machine, which I have feen with a few gentry, 
on a fmall fcale. Tullamore and Kilbeggan are the 
market towns for grain of the upper- half barony ; Por- 
tarlington and Mountmelick thofe of the lower : Philips- 
town common to both, and has but a very forry market, 
and little frequented. More opulent farmers fend their 
corn to Dublin by the canal, which interfe&s this ba» 
rony. They cultivate no green food for their cattle in 
winter ; rape is only fpwed for feed, and they fodder in 
the fields in cribs. 

Average Return of the upper-half Barony* 

Wheat per acre, -» Eight barrels, 

Oats, * - - Twetodo* 

Barley and here, - Twelve do* 

Potatoes, • . - Forty barrels of 24 float. 

Average Return of the hvuer-hatf Barony. * 

Wheat per acre, - Stitbajrelst 
Oats, -. - - Ten do. . 
- Bere and barley, - Twelve do. 

Potatoes, - * Forty barrels of 24 {font. 

Average value of an acre of rape, eighteen pounds; 

cows fed from four to fix cwt. 
Meadow land throughout, from 4/. to 8/« per acre. " 
Potatoe, do. - - 6/. to 9/. do. • ' t 
Average value of hnd, 251* per acre. 

cows. 
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cows. 

Vegetables ought to be always fowt>, to procure green 
food, not only for Iheep, but for milch cows alfo; their 
milk in the harfh fpring will be confiderably increafed; 
but let the cows be, above all things, well littered, and 
kept dean. The greater part of the twenty-four hours, 
which they remain in the houfe, feeding on green food, 
will neceflarily increafe the quantity of dung; if bog* 
fluff was mixed with this dung in the farm yard, and 
thrown into a pit, where the drippings and water from 
the offices could be received, it would foon make a 
very rich manure* A particular faving will be found in 
the fmall quantity of hay, which only is neceflary to be 
given with turnips, rape, or cabbages; and the great 
advantage will be, the turning out of the cattle by at 
kaft a month earlier than could be done on natural 
grafs. 

It may be objected, that by eating thefe vegetables, the 
cow's milk and butter becomes rank; but, by adding 
ont-fixth of boiling water to the quantity of milk fet, it 
will prevent that difagreeable efiWL 
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Sect. 2. Pafturi. 

Is very rich, luxuriant, and full of herbage ; in fome 
places ^n the upper parts, equal to .feed * bullock of any 
-weight. In the lower half barony, ftore iheqp only *rf 
Jcept, as ip fhe neighbourhopd of Croghan Hillj which is 
ftfieemed the beft ftore, ground /or (beep in .IreU*u}> 
.Immediately adjoining Croghan, towards PhiUpftown* 
the pafture is light, and of incqnfiderable extent Roger 
North, Efq., of.£ilduff t in this, neighbourhood, and 
Thomas Berry, Efq> ? of EglMh. Cattle, already fpolcen 
of) occupy gJnpqft .the entire of the green farms i Mr* 
JJorth h^s pigde ferae choice improvements faece.in 
graining, burning) ?pd grayling the moors', which* 
iftcr • producing an abundant .prop, of jf ge> give excellent 
pafture 6p (fare cattle, t}ire$-fourths of the year. This, 
gtitffeotW h& 4fo built an excelleal wanftpu-haufe, 
Ifhiibv with, the iii^nt phtqtafions in the adjoining 
grounds, have greatly ornamented this part of the 
country, and muft have had before, a oiifqr^ble, *nd 
U4& ^t^ear^ocr. In this end of the barony they are, 
not at all choice m their breed of cattle ; they, buy them 
in at two years old in the Connaught fairs, thejr 
ftore- feed for a year, and then fell to the Meath graziers; 
and they are equally inattentive to their breed of fheep 
and horfes ; fheep, when (horn, will fell from $os. to 4.0s. 
each. Few more black cattle are fatted than for home 
coqfumption, but thofe and the milch cows are foddered 

and 
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and houfed all the winter throughout this barony. There 
are a few gentlemen in the upper parts, who have had 
Mr. Wade's rams from Galway, at an extravagant rate, 
and are careful imtheir brfeed of fteep ; hot, more ge-* 
neraliy fpeaking, they are not much engaged in bettering; 
their flocks. Pttrpie and white graffes arc natural ttf 
the upper part; and - clover, trefoil, and Englifh hay- 
feeds, when introduced, agree weft with the foil. In the 
lower end, the grafs is light and briik, eafily faved into 
hay. White hay-feed and rye-grafs have been very fuc- 
cefsfully tried, as ali? trefoU and clover, but here, there 
is no dairy ground ; that purfuit is followed in the other 
end of the barony, where they have (everal dairies, which 
return an arnpJc profit, the foil being particularly adapted 
fork; they fond their butter to Dublin regularly ; and 
the Queen's County namifa&urers, or the 1 BaOtnafloe 
buyers c&e all the wool' of the barony. Every wheife 
they malm tramp cocks in the field, which remain there 
tjU the harveft is got up, and their proceft of hay- 
making is expert,* the grafs not being heavy. No cattle 
are Slaughtered in the barony but for home ufe, and in 
the neighbouring towns is a demand for their hides and 
tallow ; they now average 6d. per Iba 

WATER MEADOWS. 

Irrigation, or the fuperficial watering of land, is ngw 
become a valuable difcovery in hufbandry : its effedts in 
forcing grafs, and being at the fame time a rich ma- 
le 2 nure, 
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juire, is wonderful. Land that is commanded by water, 
fo that it paffes quickly over it, lies beft for this mode; 
as it has been fo highly beneficial to meadows, would it 
not be wife, where the ground favours it, to plant a 
portion of that part of the form with potatoes ? By this 
means the crop would not fail in a dry feafon, and the 
potatoes would come in at lead a month earlier than 
ufiiaL Flax ground would alfo be bettered by irrigation* 



Sect. 3. *Farm. 



Are in fize from ten to two hundred acres ; rather 
numerous, and fmall in the lower end, confequently well 
tilled and produ&ive: farm-houfes are indifferent in 
appearance, but the occupiers efteem them comfortable; 
towards the bogs they are very wretched hovels. The 
tenant invariably repairs his holdings, except the cottiers 
houfes, which the landlord keeps in order for his own 
Uke. The great farms are perpetuities of very old date, 
but the leffer are fet generally for three fives, or thirty- 
one years, moftly the latter tenure, but they have no 
particular claufes. Tenants pay all taxes and cedes. 
Four horfes may be the proportion to a farm of forty 
acres, but in fmall farms they have feldom more than 
two, and lend or hire occasionally to each other. Their 
fields are in fize from four to ten acres generally, and 

are 



OF THE KING'S COUNTY. 14$ 

sire enclofed with white-thorn hedges, well iept : they 
ate not extenfively engaged in draining} it is yet in its 
infancy. Limeftone-gravel, bog-ftuff, and burnt peat 
make a compoft for every purpofe in the lower half ba- 
rony; but in the upper, the turf alhe? being white, and 
the fed fuzzy, militate againft burning. Bog-ftuff and 
corn gravel oply their manures, and here are but few 
plantations; they coofider the ground too valuable to 
give up to planting, but fure thefe extenfive waftes 
might be eafily thus appropriated, which at prefent yield 
no profit* 



WEB0ING. 

Here potatoes are pretty conftantly weeded, but the 
corn crops are negle&ed. Meadow land is greatly 
overrun with the fouleft thrafh, and the farmer feems 
quite torpid to this ufeful branch of hufbandry. I 
have feen valuable artificial graiTes, that had not been 
fown without great expence, totally (mothered from this 
negleih 



Sect. 4. General Subjefts. 

This country is very thickly inhabited; Philipftown, 
which is the county town, and the only one in the ba- 
rony, 
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rony, h|is hitherto feat two members to parliament; it 
has till lately b^enina wretched (fate, and was rapidly 
fallen to ruin : now there it but little to recommend if* 
This town wa$ originally part of the Molefwerth eftate, 
afcd* through family coftnedions, is now divided jnto 
three properties ; tb* moft confiderable part of it U tn* 
joyed by the Ri$it Hon* Mr. Ponfonby* The nevr 
lea/ee now given are encouraging, and feveral new 
houfes are erecting. The GraAd canal pafiet at the 
northern end. of the town, and, before this navigation, 
was complete to Tullamore, it was of very material 
fcrvice to this town, but now of inconfiderable advan- 
tage. A new county gaol is alfo ere&ing at the 
rere of the barracks, which are extenfive, and command 
the town : it is almoft entirely furrounded with bog, 
confequently fuel muft be cheap and abundant; and 
provifions are in plenty, yet no marmfa&ure of any kind 
is carried on. It had formerly a garrifon, and the ruins 
of a lofty caftle are fitilate on the brink of the river. 
This town is thirty-eight miles diftant from Dublin* 
The labouring peafants often go from hence to look 
for work abroad, rather than take reafonable wages ; this 
combination is fteadily perfifted in, though they are paid 
9 d. and iorf. per day through' the year* Cottiers wages, 
*]d. per day in winter, and Hd. in fummer; they have an 
acre of garden and houfe for 40*. annually, and pay 30/. 
for a cow's grafs; the keeping of a calf not charged 
til] a year old, and every privilege of pigs and poultry 

allowed 
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allowed thefn : turbary is free, cohfequcntly they hive 
no want of fuel. Fodd, rrtoftly potatoes and oatmeal ; 
and, where there is more than one laborer in family,' 
tltey often affbrd bacon, and live well : few cottiers but 
have a coW, Average price of potatoes, 3*/. per ftone; 
duttoesfl f ia pet twt. Beer in great demand. The* 
cbuntry being very boggy, occafiorrs many bridges* 
which are very dangerous, feJdom better than hurdle* 
thrown atrofc the ftreirn, fodded and gravelled over. 
They are fyftematically penurious in repairing thcfe 
roads, Which are in very indifferent order* and muft 
in the winter feafon be in a very wretched ftate. 
There are no mines found here, nor if tbere any 
river of note, or navigation but the Grand canal. 
The foil in the uplands is light, but Warm, and welt 
repays the careful farmer. In the moors adjoining Kil- 
dufF, is a fpa of chalybeate quality, and has a ftrong 
mineral tafte ; its medical ufe is not known, and it has 
the fame properties as the other chalybeate fprings 
already fpoken of. Education is in a low ftatc, nothing 
better than the poor-fchools for peafents children. There 
is no nurfery for fab in this barony, nor manufacture; 
timber is had from Dublin by the canal, none being 
here for fale of any kind, but what is hid from Killeigh 
woods. The women being rather induftrioufly inclined, 
and well trained to fpinning worfted, which they are 
obliged to fend to market without the barony, argues 
much for the fuccefs of a woollen factory, if attempted 

here, 
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here, for which there is every natural advantage ; and, 
from the many grift-mills which appear, a good fits 
could not be wanted* 'Tis furprifing, on this accpuat, 
there are no bolting-milk in a country fo prolific ia 
corn, very little inferior to the bed corn county in Ire- 
land. There is here a confiderable quantity of moor, 
which could be reclaimed at a (mall expence : they have 
excellent falls, and limeftone is very abundant and conve- 
nient Englifh language generally fpoken, and the Irifli 
tongue evidently decreafing. This barony branches into 
the county of Kildare at* Harriftown, near. the Moat of 
Ardfkull, and it is interfered by the Grand canal near 
* Monafterevan. There are fcarce any veftiges of caftles, 
nor any places of. historical account, to confpicuous in 
the more (buthern parts of this country. Part of the 
fide demefne of Colonel Warburton extends into this 
barony ; and here is alfo the beautiful feat of Captain 
Weldon Tarlcton. Mr. Newcome, of Aghanvillc, alfo 
refides here, and holds above 3000 acres in his own oc- 
cupation. Thomas Magan, Efq. refides at his beautiful 
feat at Glonerle, which he rents from Mr. Doolan Med- 
liQott; but this gentleman has a very confiderable eftate 
in the county of Weftmeath. This demefiie contains 
about 200 acres, which are elegantly endoied and 
planted^ the farm cultivated after die beft improved 
methods, and here are the great?ft variety of well chofen 
implements of hufbandry. This beautiful feat altogether 

highly 

* See page 4 in the Introdu&iom 
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highly delights the eye, and richly ornaments tta/4ur- 
. rounding country; it is iituatc two miles from Philips* 
town. The dead flat and level of this barpoy is agree- 
ably relieved by Croghan Hill, which ftanda in majeftic 
pre-eminence, and in this country forms a remarkable 
feature, beautifully clothed with verdure to its fummit, 
from whence it N commands a moft extenfive profped; a 
large trad of it was formerly enclofed as demefhe land 
for Lord Tullamorc's anceftry, whofe eftate it is; and at 
the foot of the hill are the ruins of Croghan church, 
which was a chapel of eafe for that family. Its pafture 
is of a purgative quality, and the (mail breed of (hecp, 
when fent thither, grow to a large foe, and throw out 
confiderable fleeces. Mr. Young, in his agricultural 
tour through this kingdom, fpeaks of Croghan Hill as 
producing twelve pounds to the fleece $ but I am well 
informed they frequently ftone here with a fleece and a 
half, which makes the produce about ten pounds to a 
fleece, perhaps the average may be nine ; but the qua- 
lity of the wool is ftrong and coarfe: the bone alfo en- 
creafes to a confiderable fize and ftrengtb, but the fheep 
will not fatten. The nature of this foil is warm, and of 
a limeftone gravel, but in many places the depth of it 
was never afcertained, and produces a conftant vege- 
tation in all feafons. It contains feveral thoufand acres, 
and has been, with the adjoining eftate, furveyed, and 
all the lands under the denomination of Croghan Hill 
make nineteen and three quarters Irifli miles in circum- 
ference, but a great proportion of this is boggy moor * 

it 
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it #todd average 25;. per acre. This Wl h»bten ce- 
lebrated by Spencer in bit Fairy Queen; on its fum* 
rait is ah ancient burial-place, and its boundaries divide 
this cooftty and that af Weftraeatb. 



CHAFTER 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



BARONY OF KILCOURSEY. 

Sect. i. Agriculture. 

IN their culture, a four horfc plough has been 
hitherto ufed, but fome gentry now have introduce 
oxen, which are harneiTed from. the (houldcn This 
barony has hitherto been occupied principally in pa&ure, 
from the high price of (beep, wool, and the excellence 
of its (oily as it was calculated for grazing; but the in- . 
creating price of corn has occafioned much tillage, 
which it is now confidered is yet gaining ground. They 
break the lay almoft univerially with potatoes, of which 
they take two crops, and this enfures the excellence of 
the fpecies of corn which is next (own; bere oftener 
fucceeds potatoes than flax, but of this, they have al- 
ways a crop in their courfe of tillage, and the laft two 
crops are oats, with which they let out the ground. 
Clover, and white JEnglifh grafs feeds are lately intro- 
duced, and from die reafonable prices of feeds (old at 
Tullamore Horfc Barracks, to the neighbouring farmers* 

and 
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and the very nice choice in the quality of the hay, 
which the Commiflaries purchafe, it is prcfumcd it 
has been of the greateft advantage to the pafturage of 
this country. The Englifli garden ipade has lately 
been ufed, and found to be the beft implement, 
where the ground is deep, as is generally the cafe. In 
more (hallow foil, the fhort fac is yet ufed, and all their 
other implements are of the common Irifh kind. Cat- 
tle are all harneffed with collars and hames. Clara, 
which is the only town in the barony, has an excellent 
market for grain, held on Wednefdays; formerly there 
were no lefs than eleven diftilleries worked in this town, 
ahd not one now, though it poffeffes every advantage of 
water, fuel, and abundance of corn in the neighbour- 
hood. This can only be accounted for by the final! 
1191s being cut off by the legislature, and it is really 
furprifihg why feme capital diftillery is not now carried 
on here. It is a grievance felt by the adjoining farmers, 
as they have not fuch a demand for their 1 grain, and the 
diftillery yards fiimith diem with a quantity of rich ma- 
nure. 
Average return of wheat acre eight barrels. 
Oats, thirteen ditto, 
Bere and barley, fourteen ditto, 
Potatoes, forty barrels of 40 ftone. 
Potatoe ground rates from feven to ten guineas per acre* 
Meadow land from five to eight ditto • > • 

Average price of land through the barony thirty-five 
ftHKngs per acre. 

FLAX 



OF THE KING f 8 COUN*¥. 157 



FLAX SEED. 

Here, where a partiality for the linen manufacture 
prevails, the fowing of flax feed ought to be fufEciently 
encouraged, and the value of this crop (hewn to far- 
mers. I fhall now give a ftatement of the average va- 
lue of an acre of flax in the north of Ireland, wherrf 
they grow all their own flax, and as the gentry here 
are fo very induftrious, and are not Grangers to the cul- 
tivation of the feed, it is to be hoped they will conGder 
its importance and encourage the practice ; as the greater 
the quantity of the material railed, the cheaper it comes' 
to market, and die ftronger temptation is held out to in- 
duce the peadnts to become manufacturers. This* 
country being particularly well adapted to the extenfion 
of the linen bufinefs. 

Expences attending the raifing of an acre of flax in 
in the north of Ireland. 

Dr. £. x. d+ 

Value of the land, fay 5/. per acre ready tilled 5:0:0 
To four bulhels of feed, Dutch is beft by one 

third in value - - - - - 3 : o : q 
Expenfes of fowing, weeding, &c. - 10 : o 

£.8:10:0 



O. 
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Cr. 

An acre of flax will fell, (landing, at the 

loweft, for - - - - 16 : o : o 
Deduft Dr. fide - - - - 8 : 10 : o 



Remains Profit £.7:10:0 



But very generally, fixteen guineas per acre is claim- 
ed, where the crop is good, and fold ftanding in the 
ground; the above calculation is at the very ioweft, 
and (hews the certainty of clearing fo much in the word 
of times. 

Twenty-five to twenty-eight ftones of clean fcutch- 
ed, unhackled flax, have been faved off an acre of good 
land, this exceeds any calculation we could have ex-, 
peded. 



Sect. 2. Pafture. 

Is very luxuriant, it particularly yields well to black 
cattle, which are fold in Dublin after Michaelmas, and 
are as weighty as any fent to that market : their place is 
fupplied with flieep bought at th? Connaught fairs, in 
choice of which, as to fize and bone, the feeders are 
particular ; they are likewife fold in Smithfield market, 
•and pay extremely well, and this is the conftant fuc- 
ceffion. Very few black cattle, or flieep, are bred 4n the 
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barony, but horfes have been hitherto much attended to, 
and with great, fuccefs ; perhaps it is the great rife on 
land that may have occafioned the prefent failure 
of this purfuit. It is not likely the breeding of cattle 
will be followed here, as the trade is moftly at fairs. 
Milch cows only are houfed in winter, black cattle have 
hitherto been foddered in the fields, but latterly they are 
[ more generally fed in yards for their manure. White 
graft, white clover, and trefoil, are natural to this foil, 
The hay is rich and full of herbage, not eafily faved but 
in fine weather; they do not draw in their grafs cocks, 
but (ave the hay green, after the Englifh mode, to pre- 
ferve the fap j there are feveral dairies in this diftridr, 
and fome extenfive ones, remarkable for good cheefe, 
.which are fold at home for fifty (hilling per cwt. In 
Moat, Clara, and Tullamore towns, there is a demand 
for hides, tallow, and butter. No cattle flaughtered but 
for home confumption, and Rofcommon and Kilkenny 
buyers attend regularly for their wool. One acre of 
their pafture will feed a cow to fix cwt. and afterwards , 
two (heep will get thorough fat on it. No turnips, 
rape, or any vegetable crops are cultivated for winter's 
food. The bogs are very deep, and when above twenty 
fpades depth are cut'out, wiirproduce excellent potatoes 
in a dry year, and will afterwards bring good pafturage 
and meadow j when drained and gravelled the bog is 
q^te reclaimed, and produces corn, but vegetable crops 
would .yield better. Burning does not anfwer for it, 
a$.the*lhe$are*ooli$ht, . 

FINK 



-Jfc. 



feeadvantegeonti Th* peafiwt bat teafinaU a capital If 
fee engaged in bcth purfpte, give him frgood ganfen 
wdy, and Jie will get wealthy by hit trade j a fenfifafe 
4Mver iriH not look for mora. In. the northern cowv 
ties, where thil method hat been, adopted, the wealth 
and independence, thatipring from it, prove the polity 
of the meafcre* In a county So abundantly fupplind 
mkk every thing favourable to a great population, mat 
aiufaftbte ought to be encouraged, the foundation is now 
Jahtihrit^ and nothing Js wauled but a pcrfeverance to 
Jarfircits fucceft* But when the pcabnt without capital 
*• manufacturer and l farmer together, he certainly 
has not ability to follow the two trades, and he Mb in 
*oth. 



t > 



§*C«r„ 4, G<wt*l $ubj48$. 



This barony is extremely populous, perhaps jncreafed 
from the ^xtenfion of the linen manufacture, which has 
hitherto been carried on here with great fpirit and fuccefs, 
till the unhappy rebellion drove many manufacturers from 
their homes, who foon intend to refume the trade, and 
jfrwrajjof wbffln are again a&ualljr employed. A very 
ff r^at grifwnco now exifts, the want of a hall or proper 
^CQfor the maaufafturers to bring their linen for (ale; 

as 
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as a pedling trade is pFaftifed jn alebouftp* *ad fo muck 
chicanery and ua£»r. dealing , prevail amongft dift 
ibopeft competitors, who combine and regulate prices t# 
their own advantage, that it calk 1qu<% for coffftftiix)* 
and threatens to be 9 f the oioft matprial prejudice to this 
branch, to which it ought to be our policy to give every 
encouragement. It is very evident, that the local prof- 
pcrUy of the m^ufa&ure is retarded ftorri this iiftpfte 
per practice, for can it be exp«4i*d that, men of da* 
rafter and reliability,, many of whom are here ear 
gaged in the lin$p trade, will frequent JU& *»e*n tattfefc 
gr altawthemfcly^ to be. reduced to the level of thefc 
forty unfrir dealer* ? toft a maftflr pf the &rft impfx* 
tance to be redreflfed, .is fh*impofctanpjt the poor west* 
ver, who ought to njteet evety^poffible ewpuftgemcafc 
Were a hall erected here or *$ Tullamore, whiehis 
hut five miles diftanjt* and a very thriving town, and 
were a proper officer appointed to regulate the (ale of 
goods, the fame good effe$j, which have refuted 
in other parts of. the, nation, where thefe advantages 
have been granted, would quickly operate here alfo, and 
materially contribute to the extenfion and profperity of 
this manufacture -, berfides, the linen merchants here art 
a&ivein thebufinefs, emulous, ai*d wealthy, and would 
give liberal fubferiptions, were thcj? : . but pfrte&ed and 
patropisped by proper authority. . .The Women and cHil* 
dr^n are all pinners, and difpofed to iqduftry* Whpi 
looms and wheels were granted ty the Linen Aoard^ 
l 2 they 
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Aey had full employment. After the feverities of the 
i*tt diftreffing feafon, it is prefumed die like extenfton 
«6 this neighbourhood would be very gratefully felt, and 
hive the happieft cbnfequence towards forwarding in 
this country the manufacture of the great and ftapte 
commodity of the nation. 

- Turf fuel is plenty and cheap, and of the beft quality. 
*F40d, principally potatoes and oatmeal ; and here is the 
only part' of the country, where the family of aknoft 
«ray cottier annually confiunes a* bacon pig. * In 
grounds that have not been drained, which are grazed, 
the cattle are* very fubje& to the Hack-leg diforder; it • 
4ns hitherto been incurable: yearlings and two-yeafbld 
csttie of the beft kind are rooft fttbje& to it. Clothing 
e&ccellent * frizes and fluffs both of their own manufac- 
lure ; and there are here tuck-mills, and woollen weav- 
ta, lb that they have . not to procure die clothing with- 
out the barony : cdtton goods are lately much in demand 
iamongft the women. Cottiers' wages, 6d. in winter, 
tfnd Stf. inrfummer ; he pays one guinea and a half for 
his houfe and acre of garden; the like for his cow's 
grtfo aiM * Das *Mb thc ufual : privileges. General coft 
»f- potatoes, 3<£ per ftone; oatmeal ids. per cwt. Beer 
is in better demand, and an emulation for the beft qua- 
lity ; it is had from Tullamore and Moat. Roods and 
bridges in good repair. The foil is very deep; and of 
limeftone quality ; the beft ground is thickly ft tewed with 
Jiraeftonc rocks, but as yet they have not difcovered any 

mines. 
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mine?, or other minerals. The river Brofevis navigable - 
io many parts, and at a fipall. expense copld be com- 
pleted throughout* but there are no<4Q>eriefof iodivU* 
dual property, but free to every ipordman, Here^is^ 
charitable fchool, well attended to, under the f*tropag£ 
of Mift . North, and fubferiptions liberally paid ',/it ft 
intended to be enlarged* oil a more extcpfivie^plan^ 
Dublin bank-notes-only are current, and little fpecie if} 
circulation, but gradually incre^ng : the £rqmtHmfo$ 
gold is declining, which if only fent to^Connswg^t Jx^ 
purchtfe yarn* Linen manufa&ure the favpimtc pw$ 
fait, and quite confined to the making of dpwlaft; tbq 
country is peculiarly fituate for the extenfion of thq 
trade j every peafiuit is more or left concerned in it* aw} 
follows it with much greater avidity than tillage* ^uf) 
and proviftons cheap ; water in abundance : theadji^ 
ing county yields every ncceflary, and much; &uc*,& 
fowed throughout the barony. At Clara is an extenftvf 
flour r mill, lately built by Mr. Moore, the prppriefcv, 
and has, in this year of fcaicity been of the utmpft Jespig? 
in this country, which confumed all its maj^fqAu** 
There is alfo another flour-mill on the fcipe river, tip 
property of Mr. Maguiip, and fevecal grift or country 
mills* Plantations, are of final) account, ljqle more thap 
fcreeas for gentlemen's deine toes; but Mr. Fuller, of 
Woodfield, has now prepared a Qiirfery for intended 
plantations on his own eftate. 

, :.: The 
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The Dublin Society's premiums have not yet been' 
fought for in this barony ; but no nurfery for fale nearer 
than thofe in die (Queen's county,' above twenty miles 
diftant. Timber is feafonably had, on account of the 
vicinity of Lord Digby's wobds. A pair of car fides, 
Of afli, are fold for eighteen pence, and a tar-load of 
timber for feVen or tight {hillings, and every kind for 
Country ufe proportk)riably M cheap. So much as one- 
ftitd of Mi barony is bog, but from die increafing 
fjbprnkttorij arfd'the eafy «xpence of reclaming, We may 
Cxpe<ft foon to flsfe much new ground. I have already 
fpoken of the great ihduftry erf the women, indeed, 
their auxiliary exertions are particularly depended on for 
fee fiibfiftence of the family, and fo proverbial, that it 
is -common for *tf induftrfous young man, to feek a 
vflftih this country. ' The Engtifh and Irifh tongues 
*re 5 fpoken here, but the lahet declining as mahtiftc- 
tilt gains ground:*- There .are feveral extenfive maftu- 
ASurers in this country; wholceep looms at work, but 
they rifo buy all the grey webs that are offered for fale, 
which- they bleach, and their greens are well covered. 
So devofea to thfe manufacture, are the very labouring 
peftfimtt, -that every one oT them has annually one or 
•two pieces-of linen to difpofe oft 'Thfcre are alto feveral 
iftanufa&urers, who keep looms employed, but do not 
bleach. Mr. Holmes of Profpeft, and Mr. Armftrong of 
Belview, are the moft extenfive manufacturers, and both 
have large greens, but they only bleach their own linen, 
their being feveral bleach yards for public accommoda- 
tion. 



tion. In this barony are alfo fome old caftles in ruins, 
but of no remarkable tradition. Near to Clara is the 
village of Charles- town, adjoining which is the old 
caftle of Kilcourfey, from whence this barony is named, 
and the Lambertitfffy tafe&ftf Afcfexrf Baron, 
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CHAPTER XWL 



BARONY OF BALLECOWEN. 



S«CT. I. Agriculture. 



THEY till generally with four horfa, yoked with 
collars *nd names, except Lord Charlcvillc, but his til- 
lage is of (mall extent, and his oxen are yoked after the 
manner described at Dean Digby's, in Geflull Barony : 
but it is to be obferved the method was introduced into 
this county by his Lordflup. It is the ufiial method of 
yoking cgttle in the northern parts of England, but it 
is not free from excoriation, and galling, which, when 
it happens, may be eafily redreffed by an early attention. 
I have not yet feen any method of yoke fo fimplc and 
unexceptionable as Mr. Darby's, of Leap Caftle. The 
greater part of the barony, exclufive of the moors, is 
arable, but in many places are feen fmall limeftone hills. 
s in clutters, which yield a very kind pafture for fhecp 

and (tore cattle. The moors have but a light foil, and 
not above fourteen or fixteen inches in depth from the 

Lac 



\ . 
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Lac Leigh> which is a kind of blurfh day, of ft very 
ftaunch quality, and is found at various depths at the 
bottom of all the bogs in the kingdom, and by looking 
into its nature, being impenetrable to water either up 
or down, it is eafily rtftonciled to be the great caufe of 
fo much bog. Where die ftratum is very deep, drain* 
ing will have no effeft, and it is only to be penetrated 
by the augur, which Teems peculiarly fitted to the re- 
claiming of our moors. By their yielding nature, we 
c?n account for the (baking bogs, which become more 
or left tremulous, as the Lac Leigh is nearer to, or farther 
Jrom the furface; and under it, is always a (beet of wa* 
tar of various depths, on which floats this day, that 
Supports the, bog. I underftand die meaning of the 
•W*rd fignifies gad for nrtking> as this clay cannot be 
turned to any account, but is highly detrimental if 
iqixed with any manure. If die moors in this country 
am burnt, they certainly give a great return in the crop, 
but then . they are fo (hallow, it confidently reduces 
their fiirfacc. Gravelling, which gives furfece and 
confiftency, is more advifeable, and yields abundantly, 
and here lies the difference between moor and bog, as 
in the latter, where the foil is deep, it beft anfwers 
when burnt, particularly black bog, which produces 
red afhes, and if afterwards gravelled will g>ve ei- 
ther arable or pafture ground, and the foil becomes 
particularly favourable to the growth of trees. "Wheat 
and Oats are die prindpal crops, and mate the beft 
return; potatoes are generally fown in the moors, 

which 
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which, when they have dung, they fow in the uplands * 
they make but a poor fallow for their wheat, which 
fiicceeds their crop of oats, but they always break ground 
with potatoes. The implements of hufbandry are only 
thofe of the oldeft fafhion. Tullamore is the market 
for grain, and indeed the produce of many adjbiiiing 
baronies is feilt thither, there bring the faireft file 
and a good demand amongft the buyers, occafioned 
principally on account of the many ftores, which were 
eftabliftied by the Grand Canal extending here, and 
which divides this Wrony for fome diftance. This prove* 
the value of inland navigation, and gives the farmer' in 
thefe diftant parts the advantage (as wd may fay), of 
bringing Dublin market home to his door. Lord 
Charleville only tills greed crops for winter food for 
his fheep. Wheat acre averages four by rels, dats cigjht, 
potatoes forty barrels of twenty ftone; potatbe land 
fets for £.5, or guineas per acre, Ijiay 6 guineas per 
ton, and the average price of land is but 14s. per acre 
through the barony. 



POTATOES. 



Where fi> much experience has been had thefe latter 
two years, tot orily from the ecctoomy, thai; was ne- 
ceflarily pnrftifod during the fcarcity, fcutalfoftom the 
meritorious and fucceftful exertions of the Du\>Ua So 

ciety 
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defy, little s remarns tobe ftidy it now being 'fcleariy 
afcertahfed, that hitherto we loft one half :at ieaft of 
that Valuable root in the cutting ©four feed* *h* an 
excellent dHcovery Was it, and how acceptable to every 
rank in "Tift, that fueh a portion can be preferred for 
food, which before was confidered' as good for no* 
thing, and even for hogs <rf poultry was not thought 
wbrth faring; every particle of this valuable' roc* 
thtisr turns to profit* *vfeh its very ftalks, when pilkd 
green,. as' you dig but the new potatoes, if ftrewed 
on after- grafs, will difcharge fuch a nutritions moi£ 
ttire, as produce a furprifing raahure-to the meadow, 
which holds good-forofce year at leaft. 



Sect: 1. Tajiure. 



Is divided into two kinds, the limeftone hills and 
the moory bottoms, the hilly paftures are beft for 
Iheep, and though ftore cattle occupy the low grounds, 
the breed of iheep is badly attended to, and excepting 
Lord Charleville's ftock> which is improving, they 
have little idea of bettering them; they breed, from thft 
common Irifh kind and fell out at oae or two years 
old; their black cattle are bought in calves, and fold 
out at three years old j there are none fed for fattening 
bjtfby ..tjie gentry for their ownrufe; they breed no 
horfes, which is not eafily accounted for, as the land 

is 
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is not fo valuable but that it might be profitably oc- 
cupied by brood mares. General prices of fheep, when 
(horn, two years old, from 20s. to 27s.) ftore cattle. 
three years old, average from £.5 to £.7, and bought 
op by the Meath and Weft Meath feeders 5 and they 
generally houfe in the winter, as the lowgrofods are 
fo fubjeft to water, and they fodder with coarfe bot- 
tom hay and draw. Natural graft of the uplands i* 
the fefque or feather land, and fhort bent grafs in. 
the moors, and the latter kind is coarfe, and they take 
little pains in faving it into hay, the uplands are light 
and briflc, and . eafily faved, they always make tramp 
cocks in the field} they have no more dairy cows than 
anfwers the fupply of their own families, and in Tul- 
lamore is a demand for hides, tallow, and butter, 
but this trade is here yet inconfiderable : wool is 
pretty much mauufa&ured in the country, and thole, 
who are extenfive in fheep walks, fell at Ballinafloe* 



LIMING. 

The efFefts of lime on the bogs in this barony are 
truly furprifing, this manure is very eafdy had, the foil 
being of a limeftone quality, and the fuel fo cheap for 
burning it. There are feveral proprietors here, who have 
a tafte for this very great agricultural improvement : 
by a perfeverance in applying their attention prac- 
tically 
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Really to this purfuit, the face of this country would 
feon be changed, and the bogs aflume a verdure, of 
which they are highly capable, whilft a great part 
of the irreclaimable and barren upland could be pro* 
Aably employed, if carried down to the moors, and 
judiciottfly incorporated by the culture of potatoes, 
rape, or even oats. 



Sect. 3. Farms. 



i in many places, are of fmall extent, andbutfuffi- 
xnent to give provifion for the family $ the farmers 
generally fpeaking, have too trifling capitals to make 
.profit of their grounds. In Rahan they are parcel- 
led out on a larger fcale, and occupied by tolerably 
wealthy farmers. The farm houfes are very mean, 
and towards the moors are wretchedly poor, covered 
only with fods and rufhes, but thefe miferable fmoaky 
huts are preferred to better habitations. The tenant 
repairs his cottage. The tenures are generally for 
three lives except glebe lands, and that part of this 
barony, that is the eftate of the Marquis of Lanfdown, 
where farms are let but for twenty one years. In 
his lordihip's leafes, the tenant muft reftore the ftraw 
to the foil, and cannot alienate under forfeiture of 
leafe, but here they do not pay for their improve- 
ments on the expiration of the leafe ; the rife oi the 

times 
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tine* only is added to the farmer's rent, and the oM 
tenant gets his land again. • Every where, taxes and 
cedes are paid by the occupier of the grou&d t k i$ 
difficult to aicertain the proportion of cattle here to 
the fi»e of farm** as fbme have fo little land as is ** 
(efficient to employ one horfe, much lefs a plough of 
cattle, and others have more land than they havt 
horfes to till ; they generally lend and hire cattle occa- 
sionally, and hurry over their tillage in a flovenly idle 
manner. Their arable fields are from four to ten 
acres, and their walks for fheep and ftore cattle are 
of larger extent. In fome places and for a considera- 
ble diftance, there is fcarce a tree to be feen or thorn 
hedge; the foil is fo poor and /hallow, that it is unfa* 
vourabJe to the growth of timber and thorn, and their 
fences are moftly ill conftru&ed, loofe ftone ditches : 
very little improvements and draining, this hufbandry 
is yet in its infancy ; Lord Charleville only has afr- 
tempted it, he has not yet gravelled, but burnt the fury ~ 
face, and here is very obvious the inclination of the foil 
to return to its original coarfe quality for the want of 
gravel, which would deftroy all tlie aquatic plants, and 
give a proper confiftency to the furface. Bog buff, 
called moreen, mixed with clay and lime is a very good 
compofi for the uplands, and all the dung they icrape 
together is appropriated to potatoes* 



MALT DUST, 
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MALT HOST* 

There has not yet been difcovered a more powerful 
'manure as a top-dreffing for meadows than the fweej>- 
ing and duft from malt j for two years, it will oeca- 
fion a greater vegetation and more luxuriant grafs than 
any covering of the richeft (table dung. In the neigh- 
bou rhood of great towns, where malting is much prac- 
ttfed, it is well worth the attention of the careful far- 
mer, and requires to be fpread but very thinly on 
the furface ; the fpring is the beft feafon for fcatter- 
ing it on, when the meadows are fhut up. 



Sect. 4 General Subjects. 



Tarms being (b numerous, of courfe, the country is 
very populous of the lower order ; but few refident 
gentry 5 of thefe are Lord Vifcount Charleville, who 
refides at Charleville demefne, Mr. Stepney of Durrow, 
and the Rev. Mr. Turpin whofe feat adjoins Charleville; 
this gentleman has made improvements and adorned 
his demefne with well inclofed plantations. Cottier's 
•wages 8d. per day through the year, and provisions are 
cheap in general. Ballicowen village is the eftate of the 
' ' Ea4 
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Earl of Mountrath, and here are the ruins of a cafHc, 
which gives name to the barony. Turf fuel is in 
great plenty, and had on the cheapeft terms. Tul~ 
lamore is a very neat town fituate on the river Clo- 
dagh, and owes its newly acquired confequence *o 
the prefent Lord Charlcvillc, from whence his Lori- 
(hip takes the title of Baron, this town and about 2000 
acres adjoining being his eftate : about fourteen years 
ago it was but a very mean village, with (carce any 
better than thatched cabins, which were almoft all 
deftroyed by accidental fire, occafioned by the launch-* 
ing a balloon, and has lince rifen, Phenix like, from 
its aflies, to its prefent pre-eminence : it is certainly 
the beft town in the county, and bids fair to be little 
inferior tb any town in Ireland; the houies are all 
Hated* built moftly two ftories in height, and orna- 
mented with, window ftools and top courfes of a fine 
hewn ftone. The linen manufacture has been intro- 
duced here, and is likely to be purfued with fpirit ; as 
I have already ftated when fpeaking of this manufacture 
in Kilcourfey barony, this, feems to be the proper place, 
and moft central fituation for a Hall under the fupcr- 
intendance of a feal-mafter $ it would doubtlefs , be 
of the firft confequence to the trade, and the manu- 
facturers would certainly confider it highly to their 
benefit to have the market eftablifhed here, from the 
affured patronage every publickwork receives under 
the care of Lord Charleville. A brewery and diflillery 
are forked in this town, and two more breweries are 

creating 
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ejwft iag -, here is aMb a bolting mill of incoafiderabie 
powers an account of the lockage of water. This 
indeed is the only obftade to its becoming a great 
manufacturing town V over the river Clodagh is a neat 
b«tfg«j *&d the ftream nearly divides the town' into 
two equal parts. The barracks are fpacious and very: 
handicap **4fa market is well fupplied with prdvi- 
fio#s, and a neat market houfe has been built at his- 
LojrdiJup's . expence. The faireft regulations are here 
adopted for buyer and feller, which wife policy pro-, 
mifes a fteady re&rt and a fure fupply of commodity 
to this market. ' Lord Charleville gives the utmoft en- 
couragement for building, he has . hitherto invariably 
let kafes for. ever of the townplots at is. per foot in 
frpqt, and the tenant gets three lives of a reafbnaUe pro* 
portion of the adjoining parka from 16s.to.20s. per acre; 
ig;raj>idly has this town increafed in wealth and con- 
ie^ente within thefe, few years, that thefe parks 
now fet for 6 guineas -per acre, and are fought for 
vfith avidity at a ftill more enormous rent. It is certain* 
ly. agrjeat pity this is not the. affizes town* as inde- 
pendent of its elegance and excellent accomodations, it 
is cpnftderably more central, and aptly fituated than 
Philipftown, butthe new gaol which is nearly finiJhed 
there, feer^snow to have determined the point, which for 
fotuejirne pail it was in the contemplation of parHa- 
Hawnttohave.eilabliih4d.at Tullamore. The wool- 
len manufacture is alio getting forward^here, and 
from the great encouragement and peculiar, attention 
vol. zz. m of 
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of his Lordihip to every branch of manufacture, we 
may expeft to ice little left undone to eftablilh its con* 
fequence. . The navigation extending to this town 
muft be of the moft material advantage to its manu- 
factures j roads and bridges in but indifferent order 
in this barony, particularly foy between Tullamore 
and Birr, in which wild wafte every thing feems to 
militate againft improvement.. The ftreams, that wa- 
ter /the barony, flow into the Brofha river. I do not 
learn that there is < yet eftabfifhed a fchool of confe- 
quence in Tullamore, but here is the County Infir- 
mary, which is humanely attended to by Lady Char* 
leville, and a machine for reftoring life to perfbn* 
apparently drowned, is now ereCtmg at her Ladyship's 
expence. So many fatal accidents, that have occurred 
on the lines of canals for want of medical affiftance* 
call - for * the imiverfid adoption* of this humane in* 
fiitution. Little fpeck is feen, and principally pur- 
chafed by the yarn buyers, who* frequent Connaught 
markets. The plantations in this barony are con- 
fined to the demefne grounds of* Lord Charleville, 
and thofe of Mr. Stepney of Durrow. There is 
no.nurfery for.iale, building timber is got from Dub- 
fin by c*nal, and at Lord Pigby's woods at KUleigh, 
about four inifes diftant, is had that for country 
work. The. quantity of wafte ground from the ex- 
treme (hallownefs of foil, and extent of bog, is very 
CoaiideraMe, and occupies above half of the barony ; 
the immediate appearance of the rock on the. furface of 
1. . - the 
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*Ke uplands, abd the moors being full fix months un- 
der water every year* prefent great and almoft uncon- 
querable natural obftacles ,to their improvement In- 
deed, finking the bed of the river, is the only experiment 
could be tried to remedy the flooding of the bottoms, 
ahd might probably have fome'good efFeft, but the ex- 
, teiit df the line, and great expence, mult render it 
rather a hazardous undertaking. The want of in- 
dustry as well ad of capital, is the bane of this coun- 
try, and the true caufe of the defolate, and unculti- 
vated appearance of many places, which have not the 
fame great natural difadvantages of other parts of the 
barony, and only want fair play and induftrious ap- 
plication, to repay a careful improver. The fine de- 
mefhe of CharleviUe extends to die fiiburbs of the 
town of Tiillamore, and for an elegant difplay of 
tafte, and inafcy great and natural beauties, is a feat 
of the firft importance, id this kingdom ; it contains 
nearly 1500 ftatute ' acres, moft delightfully wooded 
with fine full grown timber, and a cohfiderable part 
is planted with young trees, for which Lord Charle- 
ville has received the Dublin Society's premium 5 thcfe 
plantations are carefully fenced from cattle, and in the 
jitmofl: poffible heart and vigour. A large traft of 
bog, which has been lately drained, is now preparing 
for another efctehfive plantation wilhout-fide the . 
demefhe to the bounds of the effete; and the trees' 
are to be had from die nurferie* within* 'Hie un- 
dulating hills fo peculiar to this country have the 

m % .snoft 
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mod pleafing efFeft, . and when planted are - truly pio 
turefque and engaging. The materials for a fupe^b 
manfion are now preparing, and a farm-yard is build- 
ing at a proper diftance, with all fuitable offices which 
are flated ; the great range for black cattle is under 
one roof, and divided into apartments, with two rows 
of bales at oppofite ends, that each diftinft kind whe- 
ther flail fed, ftore, plough, or milch cattle, may 
have each their feparate divifion, and a ftream of wa- 
ter can be turned through the whole at pleafure, and 
commands every part of the farm-yard ; this, when 
completed, will certainly be of the aioft capital con- 
ftru&ion and entirely commodious. The Clodagh ri- 
ver runs with rapidity through the demeihe, which is 
well fupplied by feveral mountain dreams, and rolls 
over huge rocks through a deep glen ; its banks are 
laid out in elegant walks, which are thickly planted 
with deciduous' trees, and evergreens, forming .a 
pleafing contraft, and interfefted with feveral ruftic 
bridges, which with the cafcades* have altogether the 
moft charming effeft. The grotto, which commands a 
principal fall, is finiflied in true ruftic ftyfe; the tum- 
bling rocks, the hermit's bed, and the well are moft 
happily fituated, and the incruftations and petrifactions, 
which are now throwing out, give it all the venera- 
ble appearance of antiquity, and fliew the pureft 
tafte : when lights are introduced, they give the 
grandeft illumination to the reflecting {par, and trans- 
parent petrifactions. . This grotto k was defigned by 
flie late Lady Charlevilk, and built at confiderable 

expence 



OF THE KING'S COUNTY. i&i 

expence, to give employment to the poor peasantry, 
in a feafon of fcarcity. A lake of near eighty plan- 
tation acres, has been cut out by the prefcnt Lord, 
and is interfperfed with iflands thickly planted, which 
afford fine cover to fwans, and wild fowl of all kinds, 
that refort the lake, and breed here. This lake was 
originally a moor, and was cut down to the Lac 
v Leigh> which compofes its bottom ; it has confequently 
a clear furface without any weeds, as this clay is al- 
ways hoftile to vegetation. A leller lake adorns the 
oppofite end of the demefhe, and through all the 
plantations, are elegant drives cut in Terpentine forins. 
The fublime appearance of the Slieve Bloom Mountains, 
the adjoining cables in ruins, and the internal artifi- 
cial beauties catch the eye through beft difpofed vif- 
tas, and complete this delightful landscape. A fili- 
ceous fand is carried from the mountains down the 
fiream, and thrown up on its banks in great quanti- 
ties; it is only diftinguifliable from fea-fand by its 
impurities, and has been analized by Lord Charleville ; 
as his lordlhip's opinions* are prejparing for prefs, I 
refer the reader to the publication, in which alfo the na- 
ture of the clays and their calcareous fubftauce in thi* 
county will be defcribed, as from aftual chemical ex- 
periment made by his lordihip, he is able to give 
a true and correft report. Several chalybeate fpas 
of fulphureous quality are alfo found in this neigh- 
bourhood. The ruins of Stra Caftle a*e near to 

Charleville, 

* In this analyfis are alfo fome curious experiments on Bog. 
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CharlevHle, oa the eaftern fide, and on the wcftcra 
is Ballicowen caftle, from whence the barony takes its 
pame. This cafUe has yet the veftiges of great mag* 
nificence; over the entrance is the following infcription* 
" This houfe was built by Sir Jafper Harbcrt, Mary 
Dean Fmglafs his wife, in the year 1626 ; under this 
inscription is the family arms with this motto, 

By God of might, 
Pit hold my right. 

Durrow is a fmall village, about two miles from 
Clara, adjoining which, is the fine mfcnfion and de- 
mefne of Mr. Stepney. Raghan is a very inconfider- 
able village in this barony. 

This country was originally the property of the 
0*Dempfey'6, a famous Iriih clan, and no other mat* 
ter on record relative to its hiftory but what is given in 
the introduction. 

The moft remarkable piece of antiquity in this pro* 
vincc is that ruin, called the white obelifk, or Temple 
of the Sun, erefted long before the introduction of 
chriftianity into this ifland ; it is a large pyramid form- 
ed of white {tones, iituate in the Slieve Bloom moun- 
tains, and refembles thoie, which have been ieen in 
all the Celtic nations. 

Bladhma is faid to be corrupted from Bcal-di- 
mai, whence Sliabh-beal-de-mai is the mountain of 

the 
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the worfliip, or necromancy of BeaTs day. Thefe 
mountains form the mod remarkable feature in the 
view of this country, being confptcyoufly feen from 
every part of it, and have been celebrated by Spencer 
in his Fairy Queen, from whofe fummits he probably 
was furniflied with the foenery of his poem. 



CHAPTER 
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/ 
CHAPTER XVHI. 



RURAI* economy. 



Sect. i. Labour. 



THE time of labour through this country is from 
fix to fix in fummer, but they generally work an hour 
later, and in winter during day light. The rate of 
wages through the year for cottiers including privileges 
may be truly faid to be equal to is. per day. 

Daily labourers, who are every termed where fpal- 
peens (I know not the derivation of the word, if it does 
not imply contempt,) are paid lod. on an average per 
day. Women only work in harveft, their hire will 
average 6\d. per day. 



Sect. z. Provi/tons* 

Provisions are generally moderate, beef, mutton, 
and veal rate at from id. to 2d. per lb. under Dublin 
markef, geefe ix« id. per couple, turkeys is. 8J</., 

barn 
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barn door fowl is. id., ducks ix. id., chickens 4*/. to 
1 01/., but they always require fattening, before they are 
fit for ufe. Fifh is hawked by carriers from Limerick 
&o, and generally cheap. Wheat has been fteadily 
rifing thefe feven years paft, and, (not taking thefe latter 
two years into confideration,) may be fairly rated at 
30/. per barrel ; oats will not be found in the fame time 
to have exceeded an average of nx. 6//., bere and 
barley in a much higher proportion, appear to equal 
20/. per barrel ; the year's ftock of potatoes might be 
laid in at particular times during that period, for 
2d. per {tone* 

Beef has encreafed in price with a demand .for the 
victualling of the army, and other meat has rifen in 
proportion with it. 

But the rife on land is ftill more alarming, and 
feems to promiie but a fmall redu&ion in the price of 
provifions, when a peace (hall be concluded. In thir- 
ty years, land has rifen in this country to double its 
former rent. 



Sect. 3. Fuel. 

In no part of this country is there a lack of ftiel, 
and the average price on the bog, ready faved and 
clamped, may amount to 13/. per hundred, ftatute- 
kifhes, (fix fcore to the hundred}. 

) CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



POLITICAL ECONOMY. 



Sect. i. B*ads if Bridges. 



THE roads of this country coming under general 
confideration, certainly require more care and attention 
t|ian now feems to be pradtifed, and nothing can be 
laid to recommend them. Materials are excellent and 
convenient enough, as gravel is very plenty: the 
breadth is in moft places fufEcient, but the gravel is 
laid with too {paring a hand ; bridges are too general- 
ly narrow, and with very low arches, which throw 
much back water on the adjoining flats. 



Sect. a. Canals. 



The line of the Grand canal to Philjpftown and 

Tullamore is the only navigation through this county* 

and 
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and is a material advantage to the diftritt, through 
which it paffes. Levels have been taken, and the line 
laid out for a further extenfion of this canal to the 
Shannon, with off branches to Birr and other towns, 
which is not yet put into execution* , 



Sect. ,3. & 4. Fairs £sf Markets. 

The fairs of this country are ranged in alphabetical 
order in the tables at -the conclufion of this book* 
Sheep and ftore cattle are their principal trade. 
The markets are noted in the table of towns and vil- 
lages. 



Sect. 5. Commerce & Manufactures* 



The woollen manufacture is fcarcely to be confi- 
dered as any of the trade of this country ; whilft pre- 
miums were diftributed at Maryborough, they were a 
ftimulus to its extenfion. 

The linen manufacture is in its infancy, and in 

fpirited hands, but without laws to proteft it (at leaft 

lb the proprietors conceive,) it would be well they 

were informed by the linen board of their privileges. 

A great diftrift is favourable to this purfuit, and it 

would 
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would be a national benefit, that their prefent difpo- 
fition for the improvement and extenfion of the trade 
was duly encouraged. 

Their fairs conftitute the principal commerce of the 
county, which lies in cattle. 

Taking a fummary view of the county, we find 
agriculture improving, and the greateft capabilities in 
the foil. 

The principal great works requifite to be done, 
the draining of their moors, a better attention to their farm 
yard, an application to the manure of lime/lone gravel, and 
principally a ferious determination to meliorate the condition 
of the poor * 
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Nite— The greater fart of the arable of BaUiboy is 
glebe land, and the above is the rate of the tithe collecled 
on gkbe ; other lands pay double tithe ; rape, potatoes, 
and tUrnips are exempt ; flax pays one penny per pottle. 

In upper PhiUpftown half barony, flax, potatoes, cab- 
bage, and rape are exempt ; no modus* 
' In Kilcourfey barony, potatoes, cabbages, turnips, 
and rape are exempt $ there is a modus of one penny per ' 
pottle for flax, and in Kihnanaghan parijb is a modus of 
three years flanding ; meadow 4*., wheat and bete Ss., 
oats and barley 4*. ; Jheep 5OJ. per hundred; potatoes and 
flax exempt* 

In Gejbill barony, cabbages, turnips, flax and rape are 
exempt ; no modus. * 

In Qonlifk barony, cabbage, turnips, flax, and rape are 
exempt ; no modus. 

In Eglijh or Fircal barony, cabbage, turnips 9 flax, tape, 
and potatoes are exempt ; no modus. 

In CooUJlown barony, cabbage, turnips, flax, rape, hay, 
and potatoes are exempt ; no modus. 

In lower PhiUpftown half barony, rape, flax, turnips, 
cabbage, and potatoes are exempt; no modus. 

In Ballicowen barony, flax, rape, turnips, and cabbage 
are exempt ; no modus. 

In Ballibrit barony, flax, rape, turnips, cabbage, and 
potatoes are exempt; no modus. Hay exempt in St* 
Keiratfs parijh in this barony. 

In WTarrenftown half barony, flax, potatoes, rape, tur- 
nips, cabbage, and hay are exempt j no modus. 

In 
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In GarrycqftU barony ', potatoes, bay, rapt, cabbage, 
and turnips are exempt ; flax pays a modus of one penny 
per pottle. 



ECCLESIASTICAL 
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ECCLESIASTICAL DENOMINATIONS, 



IN ALPHABETICAL ORDBR. 



1. Aghancon, is a redory in the barony of Ballibrit, 
and hath eleven acres of glebe, but no parfonage ; is 
in the diocefe of Killaloe, and hath a pari(h church. 

2. Ball i bog han, is a chapelry in Cooleftown barony, 
and diocefe of Meath ; the remainder of this parifh is 
near Clonard, in Meath county, eight miles off. - 

3. Balliboy, is a vicarage in the barony of Balliboy, 
and diocefe of Meath, united to Killaghy, and is im- 

- propriate, and hath a glebe. 

4. Ballicommon, is a redory in the barony of 
Philipftown, and diocefe of Kildare, united to Kil- 
clonfert and Philipftown, and hath a glebe. ' 

5. Ballikane, is a vicarage in the barony of Geflull, 
and diocefe of Kildare, and hath feven acres of glebe. 

6. Ballimackwilli am, is a reflory in the barony of 
Warrcnftown, and diocefe of Kildare; hath fixteen 
acres of glebe 5 no parfonage; old church in ruins: 
the parifh church is at Ballihurley. 

7. Ballinakill, 
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7* Ballinakiix, is aivitaragp in the barony of 
Cooleftown, and diocefe of Kildare ; parUh church at 
Clonbullock. It is impropriate ; united to Cloncaft 
and Meclick ; no glebe or parfonage. 

8. Birr, is a refiory in the barony of Ballibrit, and 
diocefe of Killaloe, and hath a glebte and. parfonage. 

9. Bonohan, is a redory in the barony of Glonlifk* 
-and diocefe of Krilaloe, but the principal part of this 

parifh is in the county of Tipperary. 

10. Castletown Ely, is a reiftory in the barony of 
Cionlilk, and diocefe of Killaloe; no parfonage, but 
hath twenty-one acres of glebes church in ruins. 

11. Castropeter, is a re&ory in the.barony of Coolef- 
town, . and diocefe of Kildare ; parifli church at 
Edenderry. 

12. Cloncast, is a vicarage in the barony of Coolef- 
town, and diocefe of Kildare ; is impropriate ; united 
to Ballinakill and Meelick ; no glebe or parfonage ; 
church in ruins* 

13. Clonchurch, is a chapelry in the barony of 
Phiiipftown, and diocefe of Kildare, united to Gefhill 
and Killeighy ; church in ruins. 

14. Clonehock, is a redtory in the barony of Ge(hill, 
and diocefe of Kildare, united to Gefhill and Kil~ 
Itighy. 

15. Clonlyon, is a re&ory in the barony of Garry- 
caftle, and diocefe of Meath, and has an hundred acres 
of glebe. 

VOL. II. K CLONMACNOI6E, 
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16. Clonmacnoise, is a vicarage in the barony of 
Garrycaftle, and dioccfe of Mcath ; hath glebe and 
parfonage ; church is in runts. 

17. Croghan, is a re&ory in the barony of Philips- 
town, and diocefe of Kitdare, united to Kilclonfert 

and PhiKpftown^ church in rains. * 

|8. CuiLENWAim, is a rc&ory in the barony of Clon* 

• iifls, and diocefe of Killaloe ; no parfonage or glebe ; 
church in ruins. 

19. Drumcooiey, is a rectory in die barony of 
Cooleftown, and diocefe of Kildare, united with 
Monafterroris ; no glebe or parfonage ; pariCb church 

- is at Edenderry. 

30. Drumcullin, is a vicarage in the barony of Eg- 
ltfh, and diocefe of Meath, united to KilUhy ; church 
in ruins; it is impropriate* 

If. Dunkerrin, isarefiory in the barony of Clonliflc, 
and diocefe of Killaloe ; it hath a glebe of forty-two 
acres. The parifhes of Caftletown, Ely, Cullen- 
waine, Finglafe, Templeharry, mi Rathnaveague, 
were united to Dunkerrin in the reign of Charles II. ; 
the Bifhop made two benefices of this anion two years 
ago. 

22. Durrow, is a curacy in the barony of Balli- 
cowen, and the diocefe of Meath; it is wholly im- 
propriate. 

%%i Eglish, is a vicarage in die barony of Eglifli or 
Fircal, and the diocefe of Meath, united to Kfllahy, 
is impropriate, and hath a glebe. < 

24. Ettagh, 
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24. EttAgh, is a re&ory in the barony of Ballibrit, 
and the diocefe of Killaloe, and hath twenty acres of 
glebe * is united toRofcrea in the county of Tip* 
perary. 

25. FiNGLASfi, is a re&ory in the barony of Clonliik, 
and diocefe of Killaloe, united to Dunkerrin ; no par- 
fonage, and hath twenty-one acres of glebe ; church 
in ruins. 

%6. Galin, is a vicarage in the barony of Garrycaftle, 

and diocefe of Meath, unked to Gallen and Reynagh; 

church in ruins. 
17. G allin, is a vicarage in the barony of Garrycaftle, 

and diocefe of Meath, united to Reynagh and Galen, 

is impropriate, and church in ruins. 
a& Geshill, is a re&ory in the barony of Gefhill, 

and diocefe of Kildare, hath thirty acres of glebe, and 
. a parfonage; Killeighy and Qonehock are united to 

this parifh. 

29. Harristowk, is a redory \n the infulafied part of 
this county, which is in Kildare county, and in Che 
<Jiocefe of Kildare j church in ruins. 

30. Kilbracken, is a reftory in the infulated part of 
this county, which is in Kildare county, and is in 

, the diocefe of Kildare. 

31. Kilbride, is a chapelry in the barony of Gefhill, 
and diocefe of Meath % parHh church at TuUamore; 
church in ruins. 

3a. Kilbridetancah, is a chaptffy in the barony of 

Kilcourfey, and diocefe of Meath; parilh dttifch at 

ui Clara, 



rJZa£Z£^mcL*^~e±Mi ___ 



r 9 8 STATISTICAL - SURVEY 

Clara ; wholly impropriate ; united to Ardmurcher, in 
the county of Weftmeath, and hath a fmall glebe. 

33. Kilclonfert, is a reftory and vicarage in the 
barony of Philipftown, and diocefe of' Kildare: 
Croghan and Philpftown were united to this parifh ; 
church in ruins. 

34. Kilcoleman, is' a re&ory aud vicarage in the 
barony of Ballibrit, and diocefe of Killaloe; it is 
united to Rofcrea in the county of Tipperary, and 
hath a glebe ; church in ruins. 

35. Kilcomin, is a re&ory in the barony of Clonlifk, 
and the diocefe of Killaloe; it hath twenty -one acres 
of glebe, and is impropriate; church in ruins. 

36. Killaghy, or Killoghy, is a vicarage in the 
barony of Balliboy, and diocefe of Meath, hath 1,800 
acres of glebe; is impropriate. The pariflies of Drum- 
cullin, Balliboy, Eglifh, Lynally, and Rahan, are 
united to the parifh ; it hath alfo parfonage. 

37. Killegally, is a vicarage in the barony of Gar- 
rycaftle, and diocefe of Meath ; parifh church is at 
Ferbane : it has a glebe of an hundred acres, and is 
united to the pariflies of Lemanaghan and Teffauran. 

38. Killeighy, is a vicarage in the barony of Gefhill, 
and diocefe of Kildare, united to Gefhill with Clon- 
church ; church in ruins. 

39. Killigny, or Primult* is a vicarage in the ba- 
rony of Cooleftown, and diocefe of Kildare. 

ij.o. KiLLiNCUR, is a chapelry.in the barony of Gefhiil, 
: and diocefe of Kildare. 

41. KlLMANAGHAN, 
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41. Kilmanaghan, is a chapelry, and is impropriate 
in the barony of Kilcourfey, and diocefe of Meath, 
united to Ardmurcher in the county of Weftmeath, 
and hath a fmall glebe; church in ruins. 

42. Kilmurry Ely, is a rpAory in the barony of 
Clonlifk, and the diocefe of Killaloe, united to Shin- 
rone, and hath thirty-one acres of glebe, and parfon- 
age; church in ruins. 

43; Kinitty, is a redory in the barony of Ballibrit, 
and diocefe of Killaloe, united to Rofcomroc and Lit- 
tur, hath a fmall glebe. 

44. Lbmanagh an, is a vicarage in the barony of 
Garrycaftle, and the diocefe of Meath ; pariih church 
is at Lifs ; hath a glebe, and is united to Killegally 
and Teflauran. 

45. Littur, is- a re£tory in the barony of Ballibritt, 
and diocefe of Killaloe, united to Rofcomroe and 
Ki nitty ; hath a fmall glebe* 

46. Lusmaoh, is a vicarage in the barony of Garry- 
caftle, and diocefe of Ckmfert* 

47. Lynally, is a vicarage in the barony of Balli- 
cowen, and diocefe of Meath, united to Killahy ; is 
impropriate, and hath a glebe. 

48. Meelick, is a vicarage in the barony of Coolef- 
-. town, and diocefe of Ktldare, united to BallihakiU 

and Cloncaft $ no glebe or parfooage. 

49. Monasteroris, is a redory in the barony of 
Cooleftown, and diocefe of Kildare, united to Drum- 
coolyj no glebe or parfonage; church in ruins; 

* parifh church is at Edenderry. 

30. Philipstown, 
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50. Philipstowk, is a vicarage in the barony of PhU 
lipftown, and dioccfe of Kildare, bath one acre of 
glebe, united to Kiklonfert ; is impropriate. 

51. Raghan, is a vicarage in the barony of BalHcowtn, 
and diocefe of Meath, united to KiWahy ; is impro- 
priate, and bath a glebe ; church in ruins. 

52. Rathnaveague, is a re&ory and vicarage in the 
barony of Clonlifk, and diocefe of Killaloe, but prin- 
cipally kin the county of Tipperary, and united to 
Dunkerrin. 

53. Reynagh, is a vicarage wholly impropriate, in the 
barony of Garrycaftle, and diocefe of Meath; the 
parifh church is at Banagher, and hath a glebe and 
parfonage, and the parifli of Gallen is united to this. 

54. Roscomroe, is a vicarage in the baroay of Balli- 
bri^ and diocefe of KiDaloe, united to Kinitty and 
Littur; it bath a final! glebe, and is impropriate; 
church in ruins, 

55. Shinrone, isareftoty in the barony of Clonlift, 
and diocefe of Killaloe, and hath twenty *©ne acres of 
glebe. 

56. St. Keiran, is a vicarage in the barony of BaMi- 
britt, and diocefe of Oflbry, impropriate, and hath 
twenty acres of glebe. 

57. Templbharry, is a re&ory in the barony of 
Clonliflc, and diocefe of Killaloe; no paHbnage or 
glebe ; church in ruins, but a new church is buHding. 

58. Tessauran, is a vicarage in the barony of Garry- 
caftle, and diocefe of Meath, united to Lemanagban 

and 
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and Killigally; hath a glebe, and is impropriate; 
church in ruins. 

59. Toome, is a redory in the barony of Clonlifk, and 
diocefe of Killaloe ; church in ruins. 

60. Tullamore, is a chapelry in the barony of Balli- 
cowen, and diocefe of Meath. 

ityfc— Thtte ard but fifty-two entire parifhes in the county. 
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SECT. 4- 



TABLE QF TOWNS AND VILLAGES. 



BARONIES. 


TOWNS. 


VILLAGES. 


Garrycaftle, 


Banagher, 
M. P. 3- 


BalUcumber, 

Bellair, 

Cloghan, 

Ferbane, 

Raghera, 

Shannon Bridge. 


Upper and Lower 
PhUipftown, 


PhUipftown, 
M. P. 3. 


Clonagown, 
lohnville. 


Balliboy, 


Balliboy, , 
M. P. 3. 


Ballinagarry, 
Frankford. 


BaUibrit, 


Birr, 
M.P. 3. 


Cadam's-town, 
Drumoyle, ' 
Leap. 


Ballicowen, 


Tullamore, 
M.P. 3. 


Ballicowen, 
Rahan. 


Warrenftown, 




Rhode. 


Cooleftown, 


Edenderry, 
M. P. 3. 


Ballinure, 
ClonbuUock. 


Clonlifk, 


Shinrone, 
M. P. 3. 


Brofha, 
Dunkerrin. 
Kilcomin, 
Moneygall. 


Kilcouriey, 


Clara, M. P. 3. 


Charles-town. 


Gefhill, 




Ballinagar, 
GeftiUl, M. 
Killei*h,M. 


Eglifti or Fircal. 




- 



M. Denotes a market, P. a poft town, and the figure 
the number of days in the week on which the poft comes in. 

v SECT/ 
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Sect. 5. 



ALPHABETICAL LIST 



OF THE 



PRINCIPAL LANDED PROPRIETORS. 



ANN^LY, Right Hoc Lady, 
Armftrongi John; B. Efq. 
, J. Efq, ... 



., S. Efq. 



Atkinfon, Jackfon Ray, Efq. 

BAGOT, Rev. Charks, 
Baldwin, Charles, Efq. 
Bennett, Thomas, Efq. 
Bernard, Thomas, Efq. 

. , Thomas, Juri. Efq. 

Berry, Thomas, Efq. 
- — , Thomas, Efq. 
Birr, ■ ' , Efq. 
Burton, William, Efq. ' ~ 



CARROLL, 
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CARROLL, William, Efq. 

Caffin, , Efq. 

Charleville, Right Hop. Lord Vifcount, 
Chinevex family, 
Curtis, William, Efq. 

DALTON, Capttto, 
Daly, Denis Bowes, Efq. 
Dames, »■ Eiq* 

Darby, John, Efq. 
»-i-n-^ Jomfli^i, Efq. 
Digby, Right Hon. Earl of, 
Dorchefter, Right Hon. Earl of, 
Downes, Judge, 

Downfhire, Moft Noble Marquis o£ 
Drogheda, Moft Noble Marquis of, 
Drought, John, Efq. 
■ ' " », John, Efq. 
■ , Thomas, Efq. 

ENWRIGHT, ~~~ - JEfij. 



Fawcett, 
Flood, 




Fuller, William, Efq. 

GIFFARD, Sir Duke, Bart. 
Glandore, Right Hon. Earl of, 
Gore, ■■ Efq. 



HENRY, 
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HENRY, John, Elq. 
Holmes, — — Efq* 
Hutchinfons, Mifs, 



JACKSON, Efq. 

Judge, ■ Efq. 

KEMMIS, Thomas, Efq. 

i 

LADAVEZE, Efq. 

Lambert, ■ ■ Efq. 
Lanfdown, Moft Noble Marquis of, 
Leftrange, ■ Efq. 

Lewis, ' ■ Efq. 

Lowe, ' Efq* 
JLloyd^ John, Efq. 
Lucas, — Efq. 
Lunrni, Colonel, 

MACARTNEY, Right Hon. Earl of, 
Magan, Thomas, Eftj. 
Malone, ' ■ Efq* 

Marchbank, tfq. 

Meath, Right, Rejr.-Bilhop of* 
Medlicott, Doolan, Efq. 
Miltown, Right Horu Earl of* 
Minchin, William, Efq. 
Moore, Efij, 



Mountrath, 
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Mountrath, Right Hon. Earl of, 
Mullock, Rev. Dodor, 
— ■*- — , Thomas, Efq. 

NESBITT, - Efq. 

-, Thomas, Efq* 
North, Roger, Efq. 

O'CONNOR, E(q. 

PALMER, J. Efq. 

* ■ , Sandford, Efq. 
Parfons, Rev. William, 

Sir Lawrence, Bart. 

' Pepper, Efq. 

Percy, ■ - ■ ■ Efq. 

pike, — -Efq. 

Pim, Efq. 

Pole, Hon. W. Wellefley, 
Ponfonby, Right Hon. Wm. Brabazi 
Purefoy, ■ Efq. 

ROLLESTON, Thomas, Efqi 

SABATIER, - Efq. 

Sandford, Efq. 

Sandys, Launcelot, Efq. 

, Pigot, Efq. 

Saunders, Morley, Efq. 



Sennight, 
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Sennight, Thomas, Efq. 

Stepney, Efq. 

Sunderlin, Right Hon. Lord, 
Synge, George, Efq. 

TARLETON, Captain Weldon, 
Trench, ■ Efq. 

Trimleftown, Right Hon. Lord, . x 

Trinity College, Dublin, . 

VAUGHAN, Efq. 

WAKELY, Thomas, Efq. 
Warburton, Colonel, 

Weftenra, Efq. 

Winter, Samuel, Efq. 
Wolfe, John, Efq. 



SfiCT. 
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SECT. 6. 



LIST OF FAIRS. 


i 


JANUARY. 


Cloghan, 


i ft, cuftom free 




FEBRUARY. 


Birr, 


nth, 


Clara, 


ift, cuftom free 


Cloghan, 


24th, ditto 


Edendcrry* 


?S*» 




MARCH. 


Cloghan, 


17 th, cuftom free 


Philipftown, 


28th, 




APRIL. 


Charleftown, 


20th, 



Cloghan, cuftom free} 
Cregan, 5 



MAY. 
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2*9 



MAY. 



Baliiboy, 


4th, 


Ballycumhcr, 


2d,. 


Banagher, 


iff, 


Banagrotty, 


lift, 


Birr, 


5*> 


Brofna, 


8 th, 


Clara, 


1 2th, cuftom free 


Cloghan, 


H*> 


Dunkerrin, 


•3^ 


Edenderry, 


19th, 


Frankford, 


28th, 


Gelhill, 


I»r 


Kilcommin, 


4*> 


Killyon, 


1.6th, 


Moneygall, 


8th, 


Rahillane, 


i+th, 


Shannon Bridge, 


6th, 


Tullamore, 


10th, 



JUNE. 



Cloghan, 


2 1 ft, cuftom free 


Edenderry, 


5 th, 


Ktlleigh, 


ift, 


Killion, 


2d, 


Philipftown, 


22d, 


Shannon Bridge, 


24th', 



JULY. 



2IO 
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JULY. 



Ballicowan, 


3^ 


Clara, 


25th, cuftom free 


Cloghan, cuftom free! 
Clonbullock, 5 IIth * 


Clonagown, 


22<f, 


Kilcommin, 


5th, 


Shinrone, 


9th; 


Tullamore, 


10th,' 


- 


AUGUST. 


Balliboy, 


2 1 ft, 


Banagrotty, 


, nth, 


Birr, 


25*, 


Brofna, 


4*t 


Caherconlifk, 


20th, 


Goghan, 


15*, 


Ciononey, 


i6tb, 


Cullenwaine, 


20tb, 

• 


Ferbane, 


2d, 


Moneygall, 


3d, 




SEPTEMBER. 


Banagher, 


15th, four days 


Cloghan, 


8th, cuftom free 



Seven 



— i> =-*^' 
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Seven Churches, 19th, 
Shannon Bridge, . 19th. 



hi 





OCTOBER. 


Banagher, 


28th; 


Charleftown 


20th; 


Cloghan, 
Clonbullock, 


| *9*> 


Ferbane. 


20thi r •••»• 


Gefliill, 


fril, 


Kilcommin, 


i8th, 


Killieagh. 


l6tb» 


Killyon, 


10th, 


Kinnitty, 


ad, 


Tullamore, 


aift, 




NOVEMBER. 


Banagher, 


•th, 


Caftlccuff, 


a*d* 


Clara, 


ift, cuftom free 


Cullenw^ine, 


nth, 


Dunkerin, 


* 


Edenderry, 


4*, . 


Frankford, 


8tb, 


Moncygall, 


04*, 


Shinronc, 


aift, 


VOL. XI. 


DECEMBER. 
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DECEMBER. 


Balliboy, 
Ballicumbcr, 
Birr, 
Cloghan, 

Dunkcrrin, J 


6th, 

ift, 


Gefliill, 

Philipftown, 

Shannon-bridge, 


3d, 
2l£» cuftomfpe. 



, -.Ml 
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CHAPTER XXL 



FARMING SOCIETY. 



The benefits that may refult from agricultural foci, 
eties are (o great and numerous) that they ! deferve all 
poffible attention and encouragement, and I could have 
wiflbed to have Teen the names of the gentlemen of the 
King's county, enrolled with thofe of the Midland 
Farming Society-,— In a country pofleffing fuch ca- 
pabilities and having refidents of fuch fpirit and wealth, 
it is hoped they will now fee the ncceffity of forming a 
fociety amongft themfelves. 

I therefore take the liberty to fuggeft a few hints 
which are fubmitted with deference to their better 
judgment. 



HEADS OF A FLAN FOR ESTABLISHING AN AGRICULTURAL 
SOCIETT IN THE KING'S COUNT!. 

A fociejy to be farmed of the principal gentlemen 
qf the county under the patronage of the Dublin So- 
ciety. 

o 2 Dependent 
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Dependent on the approval of this original Society, 
and fubje£t to their regulations, baronial or parochial 
Societies may be formed, as may anfwer local conve- 
nience, the prefident and fecretary of each to be no- 
minated by the committee of the grand original (So- 
ciety. 

Each member of the gran4 .Society, (hall fubfcribe 
annually a fum not lefs than guineas, and each 

member of the fmaller Society, (hall, fubfcribe a fum 
not lefs than 

Thefe fubfcriptions (hall be appropriated for pre- 
miums for the encouragement of agriculture in the 
county, planting, draining, breed of cattle, &c. &c. 
and as the fubfcription is within the ability of every 
farmer, noperfon but a fubfcribing member (hall be 
entitled to a premium* It is prefumed this will be the 
means of increafing the funds of the Society, and of 
courfe will create an emulation in improvement amongft 
every defcription. 

A prefident, fecretary, and ading commitee, to be 
chofen annually, this committee to confift of at leaft 

members of the grand Society, and a full 

meeting to be held after due notice every fix months, 
for the purgofe of receiving claims and adjudging 
premiums. 

As a condderable part of the county is enjoyed by 
abfentee proprietors, it is propbfed they (hall be ap- 
plied to for fubfcriptions, which doubtlefs they will 
concur in, for the improvement of their eftates, and 

the 
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4he benefit of their tenantry; this application to be made 
to them, previous to the formation of the grand. So* 
ciety, that they may have the advantage of becoming 
original members. An a&ive agent to be appointed 
who (hall infpeS each claimants grounds, and faith*- 
folly report the fame to the grand committee, he (hould 
alfo be a correft draughtfman, for the purpofe of view- 
ing the Dublin Society's improved implements of huf- 
bandry, taking plans thereof, and give up the entire 
of his time and attention to the bufinefs of the Society, 
for which a fuitable falary would be allowed him. 

It (hould be alfo neceflary that money adjudged in 
premiums for planting, &c. (hould be hafided to the 
Dublin Society, that they might pay the fame to the 
farmer, who (hould give them fufficient fecurity to pre- 
fer ve fuch plantations or enclofures, &c. from cattle, 
for ten years : the intended Society not being a cor- 
porate body, might not have powers to recover from 
defaulters. 

The Society will of courfe feel the neceffity of en- 
couraging the apprenticing of youth to fuch farmers as 
have diftinguifhed themfelves, doubtlefs, the bufinefs 
of farming is more fcientifically purfued in England 
or Scotland, and as yet induce a preference of feeking 
a mafter there. 

The art of hulbandry embracing fuch various and 
numerous branches of fcience, cannot be attained with 
any degree of perfe&ion but by the clofeft attention and 
long fervitude. 

As 
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As the principal objeft of the Society muft be the 
^hopej of amending the practice of agriculture amongft 
the peafantry, as well a* the more wealthy farmers 
of the county, it is propofed that only a certain pro- 
portion of the money fubfcrtbed by the grand Society 
(hall be liable to be diftributed in premiums amongfl 
ihemfelvesy that the remaining part of their fubfcription, 
as alfo the whole oftht fubfcriptions of the lefler farmers, 
{hall by np means be applicable to any other purpofe, 
but for the particular benefit of fmall farmers only, this will 
be an encouragement to every farmer in the county to 
fbbfcribe his mite, and would excite ah emulation for im- 
provement, in hopes to merit the propofed reward, and 
will alfo (hew him that the main view of the Society 
is his particular ihtereft. The Society will farely fee 
the neceffity for offering confiderable premiums for the 
reclaiming of moor. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XXlL 

frfefelrtUM* FOR THE CULtlVATrON O* HEMP, OFFE&E0 
BY THE LINEN BOAftD. 



AT a meeting of the TRUSTEES OF THE LINEN 

AND HEMP MANUFACTURE OF IRELAND, On Tuef- 

day, the 3d of March, 1801. 

Hon. JOHN BARON DILLON in the chair 

The Right Hon. John Fo/hr reported from the Com- 
mittee a plan of encouragement for promoting the 
growth of hemp and the eftablifliment of the fail cloth 
manufa&ory which was read and is as follows : 

hemp. 

The truftees of the linen and hempen manufacture, 
anxious that this kingdom fhould effectually lay hold of 
the prefentopportunity which the interruption of trade 
with the northern ftates offers for promoting the 
growth of hemp, and the eftablifliment of the fail 
cloth manufacture, call upon all landholders or far- 
mers to affift their endeavours, by allotting fome por- 
tion of their ground to the railing of hemp. 

They 
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They underftand it is as eafy in its culture as flax, the 
richer the foil and the deeper the loam the better will 
be the produce, it fucceeds admirably in drained bog 
manured with aflies ; and the truftees propofe to pro- 
pure a fufficient number of perfons properly (killed in 
the management of it from the time it is ripe for pul- 
ling, until it is made fit for the fpinner. 

Thefe perfons will be flattened in various parts of 
the kingdom, and orders will be given to the county 
infpeftors to receive all applications from gentlemen or 
farmers who may defire their aififtance, and to fend 
them accordingly* 

The truftees will alfo give the following bounties, 
and continue them for three years. 

BREAKING AND SCUTCHING. 



i. For every ftone of Hemp grown in this kingdom 
in the years 1801, 1802 and 1803, well broken and 
fcutched for the hatchel or for cordage, the fum of 
4d. and a further bounty of a complete fet of hemp 
hatchels to every perfon who fliall have broken and 
fcutched half a ton weight thereof. 

a. Tq the owner' of ai\y prill or mill machinery 
wherein not lefs than 30 tons of found hemp of IrUh 
growth fliall be broken and fcutched perfe&ly before 
the xft of June i§02, the fum of 100/. 

3 .Tq 
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3. To the owner of any mill or mill machinery 
which (hall be erefted after the ift of May 1801, 
whether entirely new or added to an old mill wherein 
there (hall be broken and fcutched, the greateft quan- 
tity of found hemp of Irifh growth, between the ift of 
June 1802, and the ift of June 1803, not lefs than 
50 ton, the fum of 150/.—- for the next greateft quan- 
tity, not lefs than 40 ton, between the faid periods, 
the fum of 100/— and for the next greateft quantity, 
not lefs than 30 ton, between the faid periods* the fum 
'of 50/. 

4. To. the owner of any null, or mill-machinery, nam 
or hereafter to be erefted, wherein there (hall be bro- 
ken and fcutched, the greateft quantity of found hemp 
of Irifh growth, between the ift of June 1803* and 
the ift of June 1804, not lefs than 100 ton, the fum/ 
of 300/. —for the next greateft quantity, not Ids than 
Zo ton, the fum of 200/.— and for the next greateft 
quantity, not lefs than 60 ton, the fum of 100/. 

5. For every ftone of hemp, of Irifti growth, well 
watered, rotted and fcutched, which (hall be hackled 
and dreffed fit for fpinning, between the ift of Au- 
guft, 1891, aad the ift of Auguft, 1804, the fum 

SPINNING 
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SPINNING. 

6. For all machinery which ihall be ere&ed, whe» 
ther entirely new or added to old mills, for fpinning 
hemp or flax for fail cloth, before the ift of Auguft, 
1802, to be worked by water or fleam, a fum after 
the rate of 10$. for every fpindle it (hall contain, on 
fnfficient fecurity being given that the number of fpin* 
dies for which fuch premium ihall be received, fhaU be 
regularly kept at work in fpinning hemp or flax for 
three years. 

For this premium the fum of 3000/. will be appro* 
priated— and if more than tfooo fpindles (hall be claim- 
ed for, the truftees will referve to themfelves the power 
of dividing the fum of 3000/. rateably among tht 
claimants. 

7. To the perfon who ihall fpin fuch yarn by fuch 
machinery, before, the ift of Auguft, 1804, a fail 
cloth loom made of the beft materials, and on the moft 
Improved plan, will be ordered by the truftees for 
every two ton of good even merchantable yarn fo fpun* 
every fuch loom to continue the property of the board, 
into whofoever hands fuch ipinner may give it. 



ITINERANT 



OF THE KING'S COUNTY. 331 



ITINERANT HEMP DRESSERS* 



All pcrfons who can produce fuffident proof of b*- 
ing perfectly /killed in the magement of hemp through- 
out all its indifferent procefles, from the time it is pul- 
led until it is completely drefled for fpinning, and wifli 
to engage with the truftees, are defired to apply to 
their Secretary, at the linen office, Dublin, or their 
Agent, Edward Stewart, Efq. Aldermanbury, Loo* 
don, and the firft twelve who ihall be approved of, 
will be appointed itinerant hemp dreffers, at 30/. a 
year each, and will have liberty to receive from the 
perfons whom they {hall be ordered to attend, fuch 
reafonable allowance is the truftees (hall previoufly 
fanftion. 



MILL WRIGHT & MACHINE MAKERS. 



All perfons of this defcription, in Great Britain or 
Ireland, who wiih to be employed in conftrutting any 
machinery for the fcuthing, dreffing, (pinning, or 
weaving of hemp, may regifter their names, characters* 
and prices or terms if they choofe, in the Linen-office, 

Dublin* 



222 STATISTICAL SURVEY 

Dublin, where a book will be kept for the purpofe, 
and be open at all times to the infpedtion of any per- 
Ion who may wHh to ereft machinery. 

And the fame being read paragraph by paragraph, 
was unanimoufly agreed to, and ordered to be pub- 
lifted* 

By order of the truftees, 
JAMES CORRY, sec, 



LINEN-OFFICE. 



THE following Letter from the Navy-Office to Ac 
Lords of the Committee of Council for trade and fo- 
reign plantations, has been fent by their Lordfhips' or- 
ders to the Right Hon. John Foster* to be commu- 
nicated to the truftees of the Linen and Hempen ma- 
nufactures. 

JAS. CORRY, Sec. to the truftees. 

Sir. 

Our Secretary having laid before us your letter of 

the 24th of laft month, tranfmitting, . by direction of 

the Lords of the Committee of Council for trade and fo- 

1 reign 
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reign plantations, to whom it had been referred to £on~ 
fider what meafures it may be moft proper to propofe 
t6 Parliament for encouraging the growth of hemp, &c 
—copies of two minutes made by their Lordlhips on 
die 23d January and 21ft March laft on that fubje&, 
and fignifying their Lordfhip's defire that we ftate to 
the committee what fteps we have taken in confequence 

% of the previous communications on this fubjeft, and 
what further fteps We may think neceffary to be taken 
in order to cfcriry the intentions of the committee, as 
exprefled in the faid Minute, into complete execution. 

We defire you will pleafe to acquaint their Lord- 
lhips, that, wifhing to give all poffible encouragement 
to the cultivation of hemp in Ireland, agreeably to 
their Lordlhips intentions, we are willing to engage to 

, receive into his majefty's ftores all fuch hemp as may 
be proved to be Iriih growth, and (hall be found fit 
for the navy, for three years, from the prefent time, 
at the market price of the day on which the fame may 
be received; and will further engage, that the price 
(hall not, during that period, be lefs than 50/. fterling 
per ton. 

With rcfpeft to canvas, the only encouragement we 
can hold out to the Irifh manufacturers is, that of not 
fending any from this country for the fupply of his Ma- 
jefty's (hips Rationed on the coaft of Ireland, and the 
authorifing our agent, Mr. Browne, of Kinfale, . to 
purchafe from the Irifh manufa&urers, at the market 
pri^e, fuch quantities of fail cloth as may be wanted 

for 
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for tbofe fhip$ ; and alfo when making future ctontra&s 
for the fupply of that article for the navy, to put the v 
Iri(h manufa&urers upon the fame footing as the joani;- 
fa&ures of England and Scotland, provided they make 
the article conformably to the exifting a& of parliament 
for the manufacture thereof. 

We are, Sir, your very humble fervants, 

A. S. HAMOND, 
J- HBNS^DW, 
GEO. ROGERS, 
W. BELLINGHAM, 
Navy-office, May 8, 1801. S. GAMBIER. 

Sir Stephen Cottrcll, 
Council-office. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



CONCLUSION. 

I NOW beg leave to return my very fincere thanks 
to the gentlemen of this county, for their polite atten- 
tion, and the kind affiftance they favoured me with in 
my enquiries. What J have here recited, I have given 
as I received from them ; .having been a total ftranger 
in the King's County, I was wholly unacquainted with 
their foil, their manners, or cuftoms. 

I have now to entreat their indulgence for fuch inac- 
curacies as they may find, which I (hall be thankful to 
have pointed out, that they may be amended in the next 
edition. In fo minute an enquiry, there will confe- 
quently be found omiffions, I (hould wifli to re&ify* 
The hurry with which I am naturally prefled, in having 
made a tour of four counties, in Ireland within twelve 
months, and prepared my reports of each of them for 
prefs in that time, will, I truft, be fome excufe for the 
defultory way in which I have touched on fubje&s of 
fuch importance, and which never fhould be prefented 
to public view, if I did not intend to give them a clofe 

correction, 
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corre&ion, when I (hall be favoured with the fentiment* 
of the gentlemen of the King's county, to whom they 
are with deference fuhmitted, 

By their obliged, 

And very humble fervant, 



CHARLES COOTE. 



Charkmont'jlrcct) 
May lyiSoi. 
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References to the annexed* Plate of a patent Drill-Machine ^ 
invented by the Rev. James Cooke, of HeatonrNor- 
Wt near Mancbtferfi and of * tw> cottflruBedJimple 
Haxd+Hoe. 

A. the upper part of the feed-box. 

Bj the lower part of the fame box. 

C, a moveable partition, with a lever, by which the grain 
or feed is let fall at pleafure from the upper to the lower part 
of the feed-box, from whence it is taken up by cups or ladles 
applied to the cylinder D, and dtopped into the funnel E, 
and conveyed thereby into the furrow or drill, made in the 
land by the coulter F, and covered by the rake or harrow G. 

H, a lever, by which the wheel I, is lifted out of genera- 
tion with the wheel K, to prevent the grain or feed being 
fcattered upon the ground, While the machine is turning round 
at the end of the land, by which the harrow G is alfo lifted 
from the ground at the fame time, and by the fame motion, 
by means of the crank, and the horizontal lever A h. 

L, a Aiding lever, with a weight upon it, by means of 
which, the depth of the furrows or drills, and confequently 
the depth that the grain or feed will be depofited in the land, 
may be eafily afceruined. 

M, a (crew in the coulter-beam, by turning of which, the 
feed-box B, is elevated or deprefTed, in order to prevent the 
grain or feed being crulhed or bruifed by the revolution of the 
cups or ladles. 

N, a rake with iron teeth, to be applied to the under-fide 
of the rails of the machine, with flaples and fcrew nuts at n 0, 
by which many ufeful purpofes are anfwered, viz. in accu- 

* For Plate, fee page 70. 
f Now at No. 7, Oxford-ftreet, London. 
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mulating cuitch or hay into rows, and as a fcarificator for 
young crops of wheat in the fpring, or to be ufed upon a fal- 
low ; in which cafe, < die feed-box, the ladle cylinder! the 
coulters, the funnels, and harrows, are all taken away* 

O, is a new conftru&ed firople Hand-Hoe, by which one 
man will effectually hoe two chain acres per day, earthing 
up the foil at the fame time to the rows of corn or pulfe, foas 
to caufe roots to iffue from the firft joint of the ftem, above 
the furface of the land, which otherwife would never have 
czifted. 

This fide view of the machine is reprefented, for the fake 
of perfpicuity, with one feed-box only, one coulter, one fun- 
nel, one harrow, &c. whereas a complete machine is fur- 
nifhed with five coulters, five barrows, feven funnels, aieed- 
box in eight partitions, &c. with ladles, of different fizes, for 
different forts of grain and feeds. 
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Direftions fir ufing the Machine. 

The ladle cylinder D (fee the plate) is furnifhed with 
cups or ladles of four different fixes for different forts of 
grain or feeds, which may be diftinguifhed by the num- 
bers i, 2, 3, 4. x 

No. 1, (the fmalleft fize) is calculated for turnip-feed, 
clover-feed, cole-feed, rape, &c. and will fow fomething 
more than one pound per ftatute acre. 

No. 2, for wheat, rye, hemp, flax, &c. and will low 
fomething more than one buflhel per acre. 

No. 3, for barley ; and .will low one bdhel and a !half 
per acre. 

No. 4, for beans, oats, peafe, vetches, &c. and will low 
two bulhels per acre. 

Notwithftanding the above fpecified quantities of grata 
or feeds, a greater or lefs quantity of each may be fown at 
pleafure, by flopping up with a little clay, or by adding a 
few ladles to each refpe&ire box. The grain or feed in* 
tended to be fown, mud be put in thofe boxes, to which 
the cups or ladles as above defcribed reflectively belong, 
an equal quantity into each box, and all the other boxes 
empty. The ladle cylinder may be reverfed, or turned eoc} 
for end at pleafure, for different forts of grain, &c» 

For fowing beans, oats, peafe, &c. with a five-coulter 
machine, four large ladles muft occafionally be applied at 
equal diftances round . thofe parts of the cylinder which 

fttbtend 
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fubtcnd the two end boxes. And for fowing barley, eight 
large ones muft be applied as above ; or four ladles, No. 2, 
to each of the wheat boxes. Thcfe addttioaai ladles are 
fixed on the cylinder with nails, or takeo off in a few rai- 
oates ; but for fowing with a four-coulter machine, the above 
alterations are not neccfiary* 

The funnels are applied to their refpe&ive places by 
correfponding numbers. Care fhould be taken, that the 
. WJM*; <$ the funnels ftand direclly behind the backs of 
the coukei*, which m done by wedges being applied to one 
fide or other of the coulters, at the time they are fixed ip 
their refpe&ive places. 

The machine being thus pot together, (fee the pbte) 
which is readily and expeditioufly done, as no feparate part 
will coincide with any otker but chat to which it Defec- 
tively belongs, and an equal quantity of grain or feed in 
each of the refpeclive boxes, the land alfo being previ- 
v 6ufly ploughed arid harrowed once or lb, in a place to level 
the furface; but if the land be very rough, a roller wiH teft 
anfwer that purpole, whenever the land is dry enough to 
admit of it ; and upon firo'ng clays, a fpiked roller is forae- 
times nece/fary to reduce the tfize of the large dry clods ; 
which being done, the driver fhould walk down the furrow 
PC edge of the land., and having hold of the laft horfe's 
head with his hand, he will readily keep him in fuch a di- 
rection, as will hring the outfide coulter of the machine 
.within three or four inches of the edge of the land or 
ridge, at which uniform extent, he fhould keep his arm 
till he comes to the end of the land ; where having turned 
round, he muft come to the other fide, of his horfes, and 
walking upon the laft outfide drill, having; hold of the 
heefes head with hit hand as before, he will readily keep 

the 
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the machine w fuch a 4treftioq, a* will ftrifc tfce frosted* 
fay (frill Ht ftcfa a diftance frpm the laft ontfid* one* or that 
be walk* upon, a* the toube* aje difcnt fro* eac> 

• Other, - . . . 

The perfoa that attends the maqhjne JhouhJ put 4owa 
the leyer JE), foon enpugh at the end of the land, that the ■ 
cups or ladles may have time to fin, before he begins to 
low ; and at the end of the. land, he inuft apply his right 
hand to the middle of the rail between the handles, by 
Which he will keep the' coulters in the ground, while he 
is lifting up the level H, with his left hand, to prevent the 
grain being fcattered upon the headland, while the ma- 
chine is turning round; this he will dQ with great cafe* 
by continuing his right hand upon the rail between the 
handles, and applying his left arm under the left handle, in, 
order to lift the coulters out of the ground, while the machine 
ifc turning round. 

If there be any difficulty in ufing the machine, it coa« 
lifts in driving it ftraight. As to the perfon that attend* 
the machine, he cannot poffibly commit any errors, except 
fbch as are wilful, particularly as he fees at one view the 
whole procefs of the bufinefs, viz. that the coulters make 
die drilk of a proper depth % that the funnels continue 
open to convey the grain or feed into the drills ; that the 
rakes or harrows cover the grain fuffieiently ; — and when 
feed is wanting m the lower boxes B, which he cannot 
avoid feeing, he readily fupplies them from the upper 
boies A, by applying his hand, as the machine goes along, 
to the lever C. The lower boxes B, fhanid .net be fsfered 
to become empty before they are fupplied with feed, but 
ftouidbt fctpt nearly foil, or within an inch o* faoLtim edge 
of the box. 

If 
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' * If chalk lines are made acrofs the backs of, the coulters, 
'at fuch A diftance from the ends as the feed (hoold be de- 
posited in the ground, (viz. about two inches for wheilt, 
and from two to three for fpring corn) the perfbn that 
attends the, .machine . will be . better able to afcertain the 
depth the feed (hould be depofited in the drills, byobferv- 
ing, as the machine goes along, whether the chalk lines 
are above or below the furface of the land ; if above, a 
jproper weight muft be applied to the lever L, which will 
force the coulters b(o the ground ; if below, the lever L 
and weight mull be revsrfed, which will prevent their finking 
too deep. 

Wheat that is brined and limed, (hould be made dry by 
Spreading it thin upon a floor, and the loofe particles of lime 
lifted out, before, it is fown by the machine, otherwife 
the grain, by clogging together, will not be fo regularly 
diftributed in the drills. Good old feed-wheat is much 
better than new, and is not fo fubjedt to fmut ; this is proved 
by experience, 

< Upon, wet foils or Arong clays, wheat fhould not be ^de- 
pofited more than two inches deep, on any account what- 
ever ; nor lefs than two inches deep on dry foils. From 
two to three inches is a medium depth for all fpring corn.—* 
$ut the exact depth at which grain fhould be depofited in 
different foils, from the lighteft fand to the ftrongeft clay, 
is readily ascertained only by obferving at what diftance, un- 
cjer the furface of the land, the fecondary or coronal roots are 
formed in the fpring. x 

; In different parts of the kingdom, lands or ridges, are of 
different fizes ; where the machine is too wide for the 

fendf 
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land, one or metre funnels m&y occaGonally ' be (topped 
with a little loofe paper, and the feed received into fuch 
funnel returned at the end of the land, or fooner if re- 
quired, into the upper feed-box. But for regularity "and 
expedition, lands confiding of fo many feet wide from out- 
fide to ontfide, as the machine contains coulters, when 
fixed at twelve inches difhnce, or twice or three dimes 
the number, &c. are beft calculated for the machine, til 
wet (oik, or fitting delays, lands or ridges of the width of 
the machine, and in dry foils, of twice the width, are re- 
commended. For fowing of narrow high-ridged lands, 
the outfide coulters fliould be let down, and the middle 
ones raifed, fo that the points of the coulters may form 
the fame curve, that the land or ridge forms. And the loofe 
foil harrowed down into the furrows fliould be returned 
to the edges of the lands or ridges, from whence it came, 
by a double mould-board, or other plough, whether the land 
be wet or dry. 

Clover or other lays, intended to be fown by the 
machine, fliould be ploughed a deep flrong furrow, and 
Well harrowed, in order to level the furface, and to get as 
much loofe foil as poffible for the coulters to work in? 
and when fown, if any of the feed appears in the drills 
uncovered, by reafon of the ftiff texture of the foil, or 
toughnefs of the roots, a light harrow may be taken over 
. the land, once "In a place, which wHl effectually cover the 
feed, without difplacing it at all in the drills. For fowing 
clays, a confiderable weight muft be applied to the lever 
L, to force the coulters into the ground ; and a fet of 
wrought-iron coulters, well fteeled, and made (harp at the 
front edge and bottom, sire recommended ; they will per- 
vade the foil more readily, confequehtly require left 

draught, 
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draoght, tod axpedRtebafintft more thin adequate to the add!* 
ttonalexpence. 

For every half acre of land intended to be (own by the 
machine with the feed of that very valuable root, (carrot) 
one bitfiel of faw-dofl* and one pound of carrot feed, 
Aovid be provided ; the fawduft (hould be made dry, and : 
lifted to uke out all the lump* aod chips, and divided into 
eight eqeal parte or heaps ; the parrot-bed (honld lifcewife 
be dried, and mil nibbed between the hand?, to take off 
the beards, b that it wilt fcparate readily, and beiog di- 
vided into eight equal parts or heaps, ope pan of the, car* 
rot-feed muft be well mixed with one part of trje £w-duft, 
and fo on, till all the parte e£ carrot-feed and. fcw-duft arf 
well mixed and incorporated together, m which ftate it 
may be fown very regularly in drill* at twelve inches dit 
tance, by the cups or ladles. No. *. Carrot-feed refeo> 
bting faw-duft very much in its fize, roughness weight* 
adhefion, &c. will remain mixed as above during the 
taring ; a ladle full of faw»duft will, upon .an average, 
contain three or four carrot-feeds, by which means, the 
carrot-feed cannot be otherwife than regular in the drills, 
In attempting to depofit fcaaJl feeda near the furfaoe, it 
may lb happen that feme of the feeds may not be covered 
with GM ; in which cafe, a light roller may be drawn over, 
the land* after the feed is fowo, which will not only cover 
the feeds, but will alfo, by levelling the furface, prepare the 
land for an earlier boeiog than could otherwife have taken, 
place. 

It has always been found trpublefome, fometimes im- 
practicable, to Cow any kind of grain or feed (even broad* 
caft) . in a high wind* This inconvenience is entirely 
obviate^ by placing a fcreen of aoy kind of cloth, or a 

fack, 
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Ack, fupported by, two upright* nailed to the fide* «£ the 
machine,, behind, the funnels, which will prevent tire grain 
or feed bang .blpwn out of it* direftipn in faHing from the 
ladles into the funnels. Small pipes of tin may alfo be put op 
to the ends of the funnels, to convey the grain or feed fo near 
the furface of the land, that thehigheft wind (hall not be able to 
interrupt its defcem imotb$.drilk 

That farmers may tre* be 1 reduced to the irecelfey af 
fbwing their land ©«tcf' cowfttfert, that is, when the (oil 
i* wet -and ekdisqE* eviery exfauMi ought to be made, in 
jfaugbing uy their laod*< ready to fow as earij; as poffifcfe 
is the feafon, that the firft opportunity of lowing when the 
land is dry may be embraced} nothing bids fairer for fuc- 
cefs in the -drill fyftem, then early fowiog; in which cafe 
pieplants have time to throw out or multiply fo many ad- 
ditional ftems or offsets as the land is able to fuppqrt. 
But if farmers' will fow early, they muft plough early, 
btterwlfe flrong productive foils will not be in condition 
to recerte the fteds; attd fueb extraordinary advantages 
4favt been uniforrnty derived front ploughing up ftubbfes 
immediately after the crops have been carried, .that jaafty in- 
telligent, experimental farmers have declared, that one fur- 
row of the plough before winter is worth two or three in the 
%ing. 

Refpedling the ufe of the machine, it is frequently re- 
marked, by fome people not converfant with the properties 
of matter and motion, that the foil will ciofe after the coul- 
ters, before the feed is admitted into the drills. Whereas 
tfce vety contrary is the caft ; for the velocity of the cotifc- 
tet9» wpvffing through Hie foil, is fi> much greater than the 
fttkeity with which the &U dofes up the drills by its own 
{poptaneou* gravity, that the incifions ox drills will be 
CQOftansJly open for three, or four inches behind the coulters; 

by 
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by which means it is morally impbffible (if the points of the 
funnels ftand direftly behind the coulters) that the feed, with 
the velocity it acquires in falling through the funnels, fhall not 
be admitted into the drills. 

Diri8km* for H*mg t &c. 
THIS hoe [fee the plate] is worked much in the fame man- 
ner as a common Dutch hoe, or fcuffle, is worked in gardens ; 
the handle is elevated or dejweflcd, to fait the fize of the per- 
son that works it, by means of an iron wedge being relpediveiy 
applied to the upper or under fide of the handle that goes into 
the focket of the hoe. 

Wheat and rye cannot be hoed too early in the fpring, pro* 
▼ided the foil be dry enough to admit of being previoufly rolled 
with a light roller; nothing facilitates and expedites hoeing for 
the firft time, fo much as rolling, by pulverizing the -foil and 
levelling the furface ; it ought neyerthelefs to be omitted, ra- 
ther than ufed, if the foil be not quite dry, at leaft enough . to 
-quit the roller. 

The wings or moulding plates of the hoe, which are calcu- 
lated to earth up the foil to the rows of corn, fo as to caufe the 
roots to iffue from the firft joint of the ftem above the furface, 
which otherwife would not have exifted, fhould never be ufed 
for the firft hoeing, but fhould always be ufed for the laft hoe- 
ing, and ufed or not ufed, at the option of the farmer, when any 
intermediate hoeing is performed. The laft hoeing or earthing 
up (hould not take place till the crop is eight or ten inches high ; 
or till the young ears of corn are fo far advanced in the fteiftt , 
as to be above the furface of the foil, when the earthing up 
is finilheo\ The young ears of corn will, on differing a 

few 
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few ftems, be found to exift in embryo as it were, much fooner ' 
than is generally apprehended. The abfurdity of rolling 
any crop after the young ears are formed, and of earthing up 
the foil, before they are advanced in the items above the fur- 
face of the foil, mud be felf-evident. In the former inftan,ce. 
they. will, be crumed by the roller, in the latter they will 
he {mothered by the, foil The young ears of corn will 
be found to exift, as fbon as the feoondary or coronal roott 
are formed, 

The above obfervations on hoeing wheat and rye, are ap- 
plicable to the hoeing of all fpring crops ; only the firft 
hoeing of barley, oats, &c\ mould take place as foon as the 
fecond blade of leaf of the young plant appears; and 
4>f beans, peafe, &c. as foon as the plants can be diilbgui(hc4 

in the rows. 

The beft feafon for hoeing is two or three .day? after rain, 
,or fo foon after rain as the foil will quit .the inftrunient in hoe- 
ing. Light dry foils may be hoed almoft at any time, but this 
is far from being the cafe with ftrong clay foils ; the feafon 
for* hoeing fuch is frequently fhort and precarious ; every oppor- 
tunity therefore ihould be carefully watched, and eagerly em- 
braced. The two extremes of wet and dry are great ene- 
mies of vegetation in ftrong clay foils ; the bad effects of the 
.former, though difficult to guard againft, are neverthelefs to 
be remedied in fome meafure by ploughs of a better contrac- 
tion, and more properly conducted, than fuch as are commonly 
met with in ftrong clay foils. For if the wing or feather 
of the plough-fhare were made nearly as wide as the inv 
.tended furrow, and fixed fo as to move parallel to the fur- 
face of the land, the under fide of every furrow would be 

cut 
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<yjt. parallel , to the. fiuface, and a fmoptb floor or ftuftce 
polifhed by the bottom of the plough would be. found under 
every furrow, forming a regular plane with an uniform 
Aeicent from the top of a ridge into the water-furrow; 
upon which pofiflied floor or furface, all fuperfluous water, 
alter filtrating through the loofe foil, or furrows turned 
dver by the plough, wodd find its way readily and preci- 
pbatdy into the water-furrow, at baft ib a« to prevent ka 
ftagnoung in the foil, fo.a* .to.ftam the. plants; fiat fi) 
far from guarding as much as poffible againft the had effe#s 
of fuperfluous water ftagnating in clay foils, by the above 
palpable' proceft in ploughing, the conftru&ibn of the 
ploughs cfetttndnly made ufe of, and the method of con- 
ducing them . ia ftroog clays in feveial parts of this king- 
dom* have a direct tendency to tbe contrary ; this is done 
by working their ploughs in fuch a pofitioq, that the wing 
or feather of the flure, being neither fo wide as the inr 
tended furrow, nor parallel to the furface when at work, 
but forming an angle of forty or fifty degrees with the 
£mk, or, in other words, moving in an oblique direction 
to the Girfaee, turns over not a fquare or parallel, but a 
.macular furrow. In which cafe it is (elf-evident, that 
fuch lands are only half-ploughed; there being fo many 
ridges of faft undifturbed foil, as there are furrows, form- 
ing fo many troughs or trenches, that of all the fuper- 
fluous water that (hall fall upon fuch lands, £o much only 
as (hall remain over and above filling the trenches will be 
able to find its way into the water-furrows ; for fome clay 
ioik, indeed all foils when puddled, will hold water like a 
diih; confequentiy fo much water as the above trenches 
fhall contain, will remain there till it is evaporated by fun 
and air, flawing the plants, and puddling the foil to fuch a 
degree, that the nutritive quality in the food of plants may 
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become fo &r impaired a* sot to he reftortd i or if it iboold, 
the tender fibre* of the roots of plants may be fo putrified by 
fiagoated water as to be ineapahle ever after of anfwtwng their 
intended purpofe in promoting vegetation. 

As to the bad e&fts of ftrong day foil* caking « dry 
weather toothing more ealy to prevent; for there h -o pe- 
riod between the time of clay Ms running together, fo as 
to puddle by fuperflaous wet, and the* time of their caking 
by drought, that they are as tradable as need be. Now 
this is the time, this as the juncture for hoeing ; and ' fo 
much land as (hall be thus feafonably hoed, will not cake 
or cruft upon the furface, as it otberwife would hare doner 
till it has been foaked or drenched again with rain; in 
which cafe the hoeing is to be repeated, as foon as the foil 
will quit the inftrument, and as often as neceflTary; by 
which time, the growing crop will begin to cover the 
ground, fo as to ad as a fcreen to the furface of the land, 
againft the intenfe heat of the fun, and thereby prevent, in 
great meafure, the bad effedls of the foil's caking in dry 
weather. 

When land is to be laid down with feeds, the ieeds maft 
not be fown, as ufual, with the grain, but the day the laft 
hoeing is to be performed. If feeds' are fown when barley 
is fown, hoeiog is excluded, coufeqoetitly the great ad* 
vantages of drilling are fVoftrated ; but not being fown till 
the laft hoemg is joft going to take place, *?ery purpofe is 
anfwered. For the crop is not only improved by hoeing, 
but the foil in the fpaces between the rows of corn, being 
cleared from weeds, and pulverized by hoeing, will be in 
much better condition to receive the feeds ; and the feeds 
being fown broadcaft juft before the laft hoeing, will be 
incorporated with the foil by the aOion of the hoe, fo as 

to 



to vegetate much better, and produce a much fetter crop 
than ufual. The wings or moulding plates of the hoe may* 
or may not be ufed at all upon land that is to lie down with 
feeds. , 

Such ftrong weeds as may grow dire&Iy in the rows of com, 
and out of the reach of the hoe to cut up, ihould be plucked op 
by hand, to prevent their coming to maturity, and dropping 
their feeds upon the foil, that has been previoufly made clean 
by hoeing. 



Thefe machines (with five coulters price fixteen guineas ; 
with four coulters, fifteen guineas) equally excel in letting or 
planting all forts of grain and feeds, even carrot-feed, to exacl- 
, nefs, aftef the rate of from eight to ten chain acres per day, 
with one man, a boy, and two horfes. They depofit the grain 
or feed in any given quantity from one peck to three bufhels 
per acre, regularly and uniformly, and that without grinding or 
bruiting the feed, and at any given depth, from half an inch to 
half a dozen inches, in rows at the diftance of twelve, fixteen, 
and twenty-four inches, or any other diftance. They are 
equally ufeful on all lancfe, £re durable, eafy to manage, and 
by no means fubjedt to be put out of repair. 

The Dublin Society, have not yet got a model of this Machine, 
'a is to be fun in London, at the White Star, Bafing-haU-Strctt / 
qt Mr. GatfieUs, No. 4£> Newgate-Street, and at Mr. 
Matbew'i, Bath. 
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